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1.0 SUMMARY OF FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY CONDITIONS
1.1 Overall Food and Nutrition Security Situation
The overall food security situation in the ASAL counties continues to deteriorate due to already
poor performance of the ongoing short rains season. The performance will culminate in the
third consecutive poor season in the pastoral, agro pastoral and the marginal agricultural areas
of the ASALs.
There has been
poor
regeneration of
forage
and
below average
recharge
of
surface water
sources
in
pastoral
livelihoods. In
the
marginal
agricultural
livelihoods in
the
southeast
and coast maize
production is
Figure 1. August - October 2021 projected food security phase classification and December 2021 expected to be
February 2022 food security phase classification
up to 70 percent
lower dure to significantly below average area planted as well as late planting. In the month of
December 2021, more households are facing Crisis (IPC 3) food security outcomes (Figure 1).
The nutrition situation has deteriorated and the trend is expected to continue following the
cumulative effect of consecutive failed seasons. Malnutrition status still remains in the Critical
phase in Turkana, Samburu, Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, North Horr, Laisamis and East Pokot
and are in the Serious phase in West Pokot and Tana River. The counties are projected to remain
in the same phase for the next three months.
The onset of the season was late and crops did not germinate and have wilted due to a lack of
moisture and depressed rainfall in the arid and semi arid counties and it is estimated that
production will be about 30 percent of the normal. Market operations remain normal across all
the counties, however prices are increasing and were above the long term averages by 15-25
percent across most markets.
Pasture is poor or depleted in the pastoral counties and browse is generally fair to poor
compared to fair to good normally but deteriorating. The forage is expected to last 1-2 months
up to February. Livestock body condition is fair to poor across all livelihood zones compared
to fair to good. The body conditions is very poor for grazers especially in Garissa, Isiolo, Tana
River, Meru North, Mandera and Kilifi. Consumption of milk reduced and was at an of average
of 0.75 litres compared to the long-term average of 1.5 litres per household per day.
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In most Counties in the North Eastern and Coastal areas there was recharge of open water
sources of about 50-70 percent of their capacities due to the showers received in late November.
The water is expected to last for about 2-3 months. Areas where rains did not have any
significant recharge include Turkana, Samburu and Marsabit Counties and Marginal Mixed
farming areas of Kitui and Makueni and are mainly relying on boreholes and shallow wells.
About 80-90 percent of water pans and dams have dried up in Turkana and pastoral zones of
Marsabit while about 50 percent of water pans and dam have dried in parts of the coast and
southeast including Kajiado and Narok.
According to the acute food insecurity IPC analysis and classification, the food security
situation has worsened in December 2021 compared with August 2021. More households now
face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) acute food insecurity levels that includes the marginal mixed farming
livelihoods in Kitui and Makueni. In the pastoral north-west (Turkana, Samburu & Marsabit)
and north-east (Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, Tana River & Isiolo) counties, more households are
now also experiencing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food security outcomes. In the agro-pastoral areas
of Baringo, Laikipia and Kajiado, and the mixed farming areas in the southeast and coast,
populations are largely stressed (IPC phase 2) but have some households in crisis (IPC Phase
3). It is estimated that currently 2.8 million people (Figure 2) are in Crisis and the most affected
counties are; Turkana, Marsabit, Wajir, Garissa, Tana river, Samburu and Isiolo.

Figure 2: Trends in food insecure populations requiring humanitarian assistance

1.2 Projected Food Security Situation
1.2.1 Prognosis Assumptions
The most likely scenario from December 2021 to February 2022 is based on the following
national-level assumptions:
•

According to FEWS NET technical price projections for the Nairobi reference market,
wholesale prices for maize are expected to remain at average to slightly-above average
levels and range from 3,000-3,500 KES, through February 2022 as demand remains
sustained throughout the period. Wholesale bean prices on the other will likely remain
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•

•

•

•

•

•

above the five-year averages and range from 8,500-9,000 KES driven by low carryover
stocks and a below-average 2021 long rains harvest.
Due to the high landing costs of imported fuel driven by overall high global oil prices, local
fuel prices are expected to remain high which are likely to increase the costs of both food
and non-food goods and services as they affect transportation, manufacturing, processing
and other related costs. Low water levels in the hydropower dams caused by below average
consecutive rainfall seasons may result in reduced generation capacity and higher
electricity costs throughout the scenario period driving up manufacturing and processing
costs that will also increase the prices of food and non-food commodities and services.
Currently, vegetation conditions as indicated by proxy satellite data are showing levels that
are 20-year lows. Water sources are atypically dry across most pastoral areas in northern
Kenya. The below average short rains only brought about temporary reprieve and the forage
and water resources are likely to deteriorate further during the hotter months of January
and February towards depletion driving atypical migration through February as the belowaverage rangeland resources prompt some livestock to remain in the dry-season grazing
areas even during the short rains. The increased distances away from the homesteads will
reduce household milk availability and consumption significantly.
With the increased migration and dwindling rangeland resources, resource-based conflicts
are expected to intensify through February resulting in the destruction of crop farms,
property such as homes, result in loss of livestock and human fatalities. These conflicts will
restrict livelihood activities in the hotspot areas and restrict household food and income
levels driving increasing food insecurity.
In February 2021, the short rains crop production in the marginal agricultural areas will
likely be significantly below average with crop failure in some areas resulting in below
average household food availability and high market dependency for a majority of
households through the scenario period.
Following successive below average rainfall seasons, households in the pastoral areas are
expected to generate below average income due to below average livestock body conditions
that have dropped milk production and the livestock sale value that are major sources of
income in these households throughout the entire scenario period. In the marginal areas the
limited agricultural production will limit agricultural wage labor opportunities like
planting, weeding and harvesting and limit household income.
According to the Ministry of Health, at least 13.2 percent of the adult population has been
fully vaccinated with an uptake of 56 percent for the second dose. The Ministry of Health
indicated that it will not be offering booster vaccines despite the emergence of the
OMICRON variant however, it is likely that the current COVID-19 containment measures
will not be scaled up but will be maintained and be enforced more strictly.

1.2.2 Prognosis (December 2021 – February 2022)
Marginal agricultural areas
The significantly below-average October to December short rains will likely result in in belowaverage crop production in December and February reducing food and income for the poor
households in terms of harvests for consumption and sale and casual wage labor opportunities.
With little to no household food stocks following previous poor seasons, poor and very poor
households will be forced to depend on markets with reduced household food availability and
reduced purchasing power implying reduced household food access. Household food access
will likely be supported by the average maize prices moderated by cross-border imports from
Kenya and Tanzania and long rains harvests from the high and medium rainfall areas of
5

Western Kenya and Rift Valley. With significantly reduced income from casual labor and crop
sales, households are expected to intensify their reliance on off-farm income sources like
firewood and charcoal sales of charcoal, petty trade, which will be highly competitive and
likely garner below average income. Households will also attempt to fill income gaps by means
of remittances from relatives in urban areas which have been long-constrained by the impacts
of COVID-19 on the economy. Livestock body condition will remain below average due to
below forage and water availability constraining milk production and consumption leading to
increasing malnutrition especially in children under five years of age. Due to limited income
and food availability, households are expected to rely increasingly on both consumption and
livelihood coping strategies to fulfil their income and food needs and be in Stressed (IPC Phase
2) with the exception of the worst-affected areas in Makueni and Kitui which are likely to
deteriorate to Crisis (IPC Phase 3).
Pastoral areas
Following consecutive below-average rainfall seasons including the October-December short
rains, forage and water resources that were only partially recharged and will remain below
average throughout most of the areas driving atypical migration in terms of timing and distance.
The migration will continue to reduce livestock productivity as they travel long distances and
will reduce milk production, access to and consumption of the milk at household level through
February. Resource-based conflicts are expected to increase as migration intensifies and will
likely lead to destruction of property, displacement of households, human and livestock
fatalities and disruption of livelihood activities increasing food insecurity in the affected
households. Household income is expected to decrease significantly as livestock prices and
milk production decline driven by deteriorating body conditions and oversupply to the markets
as households aim to obtain income for food and non-food expenses such as school fees and
medical bills. The reduced livestock-related income will force households to rely on nonlivestock income sources such as sale of firewood and charcoal, petty trade, construction labor,
reliance on remittances and humanitarian assistance which will likely be below average due to
high competition and economic constraints driven by COVID-19. Household food availability
will be below average due to migration and constrained income reducing food and milk
consumption that will drive worsening malnutrition rates especially in children under five years
of age but will likely remain within the same phase. Application of both consumption and
livelihood coping strategies indicative of Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and worse outcomes will be
widespread to minimize food consumption gaps. The pastoral areas will remain in Crisis (IPC
Phase 3) with an increasing number of worse-off households deteriorating to Emergency (IPC
Phase 4).
1.3 Scope of the 2019 Mid-Season Assessment
1.3.1 Assessment Coverage
The Kenya Food Security Steering Group (KFSSG) 1 and technical officers drawn from County
Steering Groups (CSGs) 2 conducted a rapid food and nutrition mid-season assessment from
28th November to 4th December 2021. The assessment was necessary due to the worsening
1

The KFSSG is a multi-agency body comprising government departments, UN agencies and NGOs with a stake in food and
nutrition security. It is chaired by the National Drought Management Authority (NDMA) and co-chaired by the World Food
Programme
2 The CSGs are also multi-sectoral and multi-agency and coordinate food security activities in the counties
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drought situation in the Arid and Semi-Arid (ASAL) areas caused by poor rainfall performance
in the last two seasons across the country. In addition, these areas are experiencing widespread
dry conditions and high temperatures which has contributed to a decline in pasture and water
availability in a number of ASAL counties, significantly affecting livelihoods and worsening
food insecurity situation.
The current extreme impacts of drought situation in ASAL areas confirm the findings from
long rains food and nutrition security assessment conducted in July 2021, which estimated that
2.1 million people were food insecure and needed immediate humanitarian assistance. The
same report projected that food insecure population would increase to about 2.4 million in
October 2021. Therefore, it was essential to conduct mid-season assessment to establish the
potential early impacts of the delayed and poor rainfall of 2021 short rains season (October to
December (OND).
The rapid mid-season assessment covered all the 23 ASAL counties. However, the national
teams visited 10 counties representing different livelihood zones while the remaining 13
counties, the technical CSGs filled in checklist developed by KFSSG and submitted data and
reports for analysis and reporting. The counties visited include northwestern pastoral counties
of Turkana, Samburu, and Marsabit, northeastern pastoral counties of Garissa, Isiolo, Wajir
and Tana River, agro-pastoral county of Baringo, southeastern marginal agricultural county of
Kitui, and Coastal marginal agricultural county of Kilifi.
2.0 DRIVERS OF FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY
2.1 Rainfall Performance
The 2021 October to December (OND) ‘short
rains’ performance was depressed across the
country. The onset of rainfall was also delayed
by two to three dekads in the marginal areas
while the pastoral and agro pastoral areas are yet
to achieve a proper onset. Most of the rains were
received in the 3rd dekad of November where
isolated storms were realized. However, the
western part of the country, the Lake Victoria
Basin region, had a timely start of the rains (from
September). The rains were poorly distributed
across space and time where there were reports
of dry spells which negatively impacted crop
production at their critical stages.
Cumulative amounts received from the
beginning of October to the time of the
assessment (Mid-November) were mostly below
average with a majority of the ASAL counties Figure 3: Rainfall performance, 1st October - 30th
receiving below 75 percent of normal (Figure 3). November 2021
Cumulative amounts between 75 and 125
percent on average were received around the Lake Victoria region, Western Kenya, Central
region and parts of South-eastern Kenya.
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The average amounts in Southeastern
Kenya (Kitui, Makueni, Machakos and
Embu counties) were mainly as a result of
isolated storms in the third dekad of
November. This caused cases of flooding
along low-lying areas and along riverbanks
that led to loss of lives, animals and
property.
Amounts below 75 percent of normal
(Below Average – depressed/less rainfall)
were received across most of northwestern,
northeastern, coastal strip and parts of south
eastern Kenya.
2.2 Below Average Forage and Water
Regeneration
The below average rains have resulted in
incomplete forage and water resources
resource regeneration. This has resulted in Figure 4: Start of season, 1st October - 30th November 2021
an increase in return trekking distances for
domestic water sources and from grazing areas to water sources driving atypical migration in
terms of timing and range. The migration which started as early as June has continued with
little respite despite it being a time of the year where livestock usually come back to the
homesteads to consume available forage and pasture. Larger proportions of livestock herds
continue to migrate further within the counties, to neighboring counties and across borders to
neighboring countries reducing milk availability in the homesteads impacting significantly on
nutrition especially of children under five years of age. The increasing distances travelled by
the livestock continue to impact on their body conditions and productivity and this has reduced
their sale value, reduced milk production and is driving a deterioration of health that leaves
them susceptible to disease, attacks by predators and death from hunger and thirst. Livestock
deaths have been reported in a number of counties like Garissa, Wajir, Tana River, Taita
Taveta, Kwale and Isiolo.
2.3 Below Average Crop Production Activities
Following the late onset of the short rains and the cumulatively below average amounts
received, crop production activities have been significantly below average. Early planted crops
in the marginal areas were affected by a false onset that caused them to germinate and was
followed by a dry spell that caused them to wilt. In other areas, by late November the rainfall
season had not established yet and as a result households had not planted any crops. Typically,
by mid-to-late December, the short cycle crop consisting of vegetables is available and
provides households with food and income from the sale of these crops; however, this is not
the case as crop production is significantly below average and in most cases yet to commence.
The poor rains have significantly affected the availability of casual labor opportunities reducing
agricultural wage labor income significantly especially for poor households constraining food
access at a time they are highly dependent on markets as a source of food.
2.4 High food prices
Maize prices in the pastoral areas are above average ranging from 8 - 35 percent above the five
year averages driven by increased demand for consumption and livestock and high-priced
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supplies as well as diminishing household stocks due to below average long rains production
in Kenya and restricted cross-border trade with Ethiopia occasioned by closure of the KenyaEthiopia border as a result of COVID-19 and the ongoing conflict in Ethiopia. However, prices
in Turkana are within the averages due to available supplies from the high production areas of
Trans Nzoia and Uasin Gishu counties. In the marginal agricultural areas however maize prices
remained within average levels attributed to increased cross-border supplies from Uganda and
Tanzania. Beans prices.
2.5 Conflicts and Insecurity
Resource based conflicts intensified with the drought driven by incomplete regeneration of
pasture and water sources that increased competition among pastoralist communities especially
in Baringo and Laikipia which were worst hit by conflict and insecurity. Laikipia East Sub
County in Laikipia has been the most affected and the major security incidents reported include
conflicts between farmers and pastoralists. Spate of insecurity incidents were also experienced
in Moyale and North Horr sub-counties and parts of Laisamis sub-county (Arapal) in Marsabit
county. The security situation has been unpredictable and tense in Saku sub-county with cases
of retaliatory attacks being witnessed frequently and this fragile situation has affected the food
security situation as livestock and commodities markets sometimes are always disrupted and
learning disrupted in schools around Saku sub-county. Livestock has been lost and a total of
17 people have been killed since October to date (8 female and 9 male) in Saku sub-county
with the hotspots areas being Marsabit Town, Shauri Yako, Kiwanja Ndege, Bank quarters,
Badassa, Songa Road, Jirime and Qilta-Korma. In Tana River County, resource based conflicts due
to early migration of livestock to fall back grazing areas, resource based conflicts have been reported
in Tana Delta areas of Mnazini, Chara, Kilelengwani, Shauri Moyo and Kipini east. Human wildlife
conflicts reported in Sala, Nanighi, Saka, Kipini, Chara and Kilelengwani. The resource-based

conflict on the border between Wajir and Isiolo counties is still active where two people were
killed during the month under review. There is the need to intensify peace building efforts in
the affected areas.
2.6 Flooding
Flooding was experienced in Garissa, Kitui and Tana River counties in late November and
early December as a result of heavy rainfall events, and has affected cumulatively about 2,500
households and destroyed crops.
2.7 The COVID 19 Pandemic
The easing of COVID-19 restrictions on transportation and the removal of the national curfew
continues to slowly improve income-earning opportunities for poor urban households.
However, slow economic activity recovery is resulting in urban poor households continuing to
rely on coping strategies indicative of Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) to
minimize food consumption gaps. Despite the availability of COVID-19 vaccines, around 4.1
million people have received at least one vaccine dose, well below the government target of 10
million fully vaccinated individuals by January 2022. To increase vaccination rates, the
government announced on November 21 that proof of COVID-19 vaccination will be required
for individuals seeking in-person government services from December 21. This is likely to
impact unvaccinated people obtaining business permits, immigration documents, and tax
remittances, likely constraining household income-earning opportunities.
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3.0 IMPACTS OF DRIVERS ON FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY
3.1 Crop Production
The main rainfed crops grown across the counties were maize, beans and cowpeas, green
grams, sorghum, pearl millet. There was delayed onset of rains across the counties that led to
delayed planting. No planting was done in Turkana County while in Samburu, Garissa, Tana
River and Wajir counties there was minimal planting and poor germination of crops. The crops
planted towards end of October in Isiolo, Laikipia, Mandera, Marsabit, lamu and Kitui dried up
due to moisture stress. In Isiolo, Tharaka Nithi and Marsabit, farmers did not replant due to
lack of planting material. Late land preparation and planting started towards the third and fourth
week of November in Laikipia, Mandera, Lamu, Kitui and Kilifi was reported. About 80
percent drop in crop production was projected in Tharaka Nithi County. The acreage planted
in Baringo county was 3-5 percent of the long term average was also maize production was
minimal due to Fall Army Worm and maize lethal necrotic disease infestation on about 25
percent of the maize crop. Planting and re-planting of crops was going on in Kajiado South and
North and about 20 percent of the dry planted crop failed to germinate. Maize and bean crop
in Taita Taveta was at knee high and flowering stage and in good condition while in West
Pokot, maize crop was at maturing and harvesting stages.
The earlier planted crops that include beans, maize, sorghum, green grams and cowpeas in
Mbeere (Embu), Kitui, Kilifi, Makueni and Lamu counties were moisture stressed but the crops
were gradually improving due to rains receive towards the end of November. Most of the crops
in Mbeere (Embu), Kitui, Kilifi, Makueni and Lamu counties were at germination stage except
in Mbeere, Meru North and Kitui where the early planted maize was at knee high and beans at
two leaf stages. Harvesting of long rains maize was ongoing at the time of reporting in Mixed
farming and Marginal mixed farming zones of Laikipia county. Concern World Wide, Welt
Hunger Hilfe, CARITAS, FAO and WFP have supported the farmers in opening up more land
for food crop production in Marsabit county.
The irrigated crops in Wajir county, were at the maturity stage and in fair to good condition.
The area under rice in Tana River county increased from 46 ha to 832 ha as farmers opted to
adopt irrigation farming. The crops in the County were in good condition but are likely to
experience a 20 percent loss due to Fall Army Worm infestation. Irrigated crops such as maize,
watermelons, onions and bananas in Mandera were in good condition due to good management
practices. Small-scale irrigation along river Ewaso Nyiro and river Bisan adhi in Isiolo enabled
supply of horticultural crops such as onions, kales and tomatoes. Horticultural crops along
rivers Athi, Tana, Tiva and Thua in Kitui were at various stages of development. Pineapple
production in Kilifi county (Magarini sub county) is a major source of cash crop and production
has been sustained since crop is drought tolerant.
There was a decline in acreage under rainfed maize due to crop failure across seasons and a
shift to drought tolerant cereal such as pearl millet and sorghum in Kitui and Marsabit.
Adoption of certified drought tolerant early maturing and high yielding sorghum and beans
seed in Baringo county has increased through support of Baringo program supported by EU
and implemented by SHA and KCSAP supported by World Bank and County Department of
Agriculture. Other crops preferred by from farmers include, orange fleshed sweet potatoes,
cowpeas (for vegetable), indigenous vegetables, green grams and ground nuts. About 5 and 40
10

percent Isiolo and Kitui respectively use certified seed. In Garissa, more farmers are shifting
from traditional bean variety to iron rich ‘‘Nyota’’ variety that is tolerant to hot climate and
moisture stress. Through research and support by partners, small scale farmers are planting
orange flavoured sweet potatoes which improve nutrition at household level. Further, National
Youth Service has planted rice in Balambala to meet the preferences of local community.
3.2 Livestock Production
Livestock production contributes 80 – 90 and 20 – 60 percent to cash income in the Pastoral,
and Agro-Pastoral livelihood zones, respectively. Pasture condition both in terms of quality
and quantity was poor or depleted in Embu (Mbeere), Garissa, Isiolo, Kajiado, Kilifi, Kitui,
Laikipia, Lamu, Makueni, Mandera, Samburu, Tharaka Nithi, Turkana and Wajir counties
while the rest of the counties recorded a
general fair to poor pasture condition with
declining quality and quantity in most parts
compared to fair to good normally (Figure
5). Depleted pasture condition was
witnessed in most of the Pastoral
Livelihood zones. Browse condition was
generally fair to poor compared to fair to
good normally and on a deteriorating trend
in most of the counties. The current browse
condition is below the normal range when
compared to LTA. Only Narok and West
Pokot Counties registered good to fair
forage conditions. The current condition of
forage is attributed to poor performances of
the 2021 long rains and the delayed onset
of the short rains coupled with high
daytime temperatures which has resulted to
a prolonged dry spell hindering
regeneration of vegetation. On average the
available pasture is estimated to last for 1
Figure 5: Vegetation conditions, 21st - 30th November 2021
month or less while browse is projected to
last for 1 to 2 months. Forage condition is expected to continue deteriorating because of poor
performance of the short rains as the rains remained depressed in terms of temporal and spatial
distribution with late and undefined onset in most parts of the counties.
Factors which hindered access to pasture and browse include; reported cases of locust invasion
in Mandera (Mandera East, North and Banisa sub counties), tree locust infestation in Turkana
which destroyed the regenerated browse, insecurity in some areas of Marsabit, Turkana
(Turkana-Uganda border) and Samburu (Samburu North and Samburu East sub counties).
Competition of livestock with wild life for forage in some parts of Narok (Mosiro, Mararianda,
Mara, Naikarra and Kawai) and Samburu, high prevalence of notifiable and endemic livestock
diseases in some livestock convergence zones, proliferation of invasive plant species in
Turkana (Prosophis Juliflora) and Samburu ((Rotundifolia (Raraiti) and Acacia Reficiens
(Lchurai) also hindered access to pastures and browse.
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Livestock body condition was generally fair to poor in some cases emaciated when compared
to fair to good normally for grazers and fair for browsers in the Pastoral Livelihood zones while
in the Marginal Mixed Farming and Agro Pastoral Livelihood zones, the livestock body
conditions were generally fair to poor for all livestock types. Very poor livestock body
condition especially for cattle and sheep was recorded in Garissa, Isiolo, Tana River, Meru
North, Mandera and Kilifi. Poor livestock body condition can be attributed to poor forage
conditions and long trekking distances from grazing areas to watering points. Livestock body
condition is likely to continue deteriorating due to the expected worsening of forage conditions
due to delay and poor performance of the current short rain season.
Lower than normal births rates among the goats, sheep and cattle have been recorded in most
counties although a majority of young ones born were unable to survive as their mothers were
in poor livestock body condition. There was unusual decrease in livestock births due to
inadequate pasture and water with Turkana County reporting a birth rate decline of up to 50
percent among cattle, sheep and goats. Livestock birth rates and calving intervals reduced for
all species compared to normal due to below average conception rates and increased
complications associated to births during droughts.
Milk production declined below the five-year average by 42 percent on average except in West
Pokot which recorded an increase of 29 percent. The current milk production averages 1.45
litres per household per day which is below the five-year average of 2.5 litres. Milk Production
remained at an average in Narok while Taita Taveta, Laikipia and Baringo recorded nine, 10
and 16 percent decrease in milk production respectively. Marsabit, Kilifi and Tharaka Nithi
experienced the greatest decline in milk production at 83, 78 and 75 percent respectively.
Counties in the Pastoral Livelihood zones showed higher reduction in milk production than the
Agro-pastoral counties. West Pokot experienced an increase in milk production as result of the
steady forage and water
access in the traditional
livestock grazing areas
since September 2021.
Consumption of milk was
at an of average of 0.75
litres compared to an LTA
of 1.5 litres per household
per day except West Pokot
which
recorded
an
increased consumption of
six percent. Consumption
was near average in Taita
Taveta and Makueni
Figure 6: Milk consumption compared to the long term average
which showed no change
in milk consumption. Marsabit, Wajir and Kajiado Counties recorded the largest reduction in
milk consumption at 84, 83 and 81 percent respectively (Figure 6). Impact of drought, poor
livestock body condition and migration were main contributing factors to the reduced milk
production and consumption. Milk plays a critical role in household food and nutrition security
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across all livelihood zones and thus impacted household nutrition especially for the under-five
and foregone income from milk sales.
The average, the current trekking distances from grazing areas to watering points stands at 11.3
kilometers which is 89 percent longer than the long term average distance of six kilometers.
This has been attributed to poor recharge/ drying up of surface water sources, depletion of
forage and browse near water sources and natural resource based conflicts which impede access
to watering areas. As shown in the figure below, Pastoral Livelihood zones are experiencing
longer trekking distances when compared to the other livelihood zones. In Marsabit for
example, the trekking distance in the Agro-pastoral Livelihood Zone ranged from 8 to 12
kilometres. In the Pastoral Livelihood Zone of the county, the trekking distances were
exceptionally long estimated at between 30 to 45 kilometers. Livestock trekking distances from
grazing areas to watering points in Marsabit, Meru North Isiolo, Mandera, Wajir, Tana River,
Lamu and Samburu were above average with Marsabit, and Meru North experiencing more
than twice average distances.
The return trekking distance
were below average in West
Pokot,
Tharaka
Nithi,
Likipia, Baringo Kitui,
Kajiado, Makueni, Narok,
Turkana, Taita Taveta and
Kilifi (Figure 7). With most
counties reporting some
rains during this short rain
season, it is expected that
trekking distances may
reduce in the near future due
to improved recharge of
surface water sources. Figure 7: Return trekking distances to water vs long term average
Livestock
watering
frequencies though near normal in the Agro-pastoral Livelihood Zones, is still low in Pastoral
Livelihood Zones. West Pokot county for example recorded cattle and shoats watering
frequencies of six to seven times per week and five to six times for camels; Turkana, Wajir,
and Marsabit reported watering frequencies for cattle and shoats ranging from one to two times
per week as opposed to three to four times per week.
The Tropical Livestock Units (TLUs) reduced for both poor and medium income households
across the livelihood zones when compared to a normal year. The reduction in TLUs resulted
from farmers disposing their livestock due to effects of depressed rains which resulted to
reduced livestock feeds as well as some counties reporting cases of livestock mortalities that
reduced the number of TLUs.
Generally, most counties noted inter-migration (within the county) and intra-migration
especially into neighbouring counties or an influx of livestock from neighbouring counties. For
example, Kilifi experienced an influx of camels from Tana-River, Mandera and Garissa; Kitui,
in-migration from Tana River County; Lamu out migration into Tana River County; Makueni
13

into Kajiado County; Samburu into Marsabit County; Taita Taveta noted an influx of livestock
from North Eastern and Kwale county. In Baringo and West Pokot counties livestock migration
into neighbouring country of Uganda was reported while in Turkana livestock migration was
experienced along international borders of Uganda, Ethiopia and South Sudan with a
significant movement of livestock through the Karamoja cluster into Uganda. The deteriorating
livestock health due to starvation has led to general livestock body weakness which is
susceptible to livestock disease attacks. The widely reported cases of livestock diseases across
all the counties were Pestes des Petits Ruminants (PPR), Contagious Caprine Pleuro
Pneumonia (CCPP) in goats and sheep, Contagious Bovine Pleuro Pneumonia (CBPP), worm
infestation, Sheep and Goat Pox, East Coast Fever (ECF), Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) and
Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD). There were no reported diseases outbreaks during this period of
assessment.
The estimated average mortality rate of cattle, sheep, goats and camel calves was eight, five,
three and one percent respectively among the 15 counties (Embu, Garissa, Isiolo, Kilifi, Kwale,
Lamu, Mandera, Marsabit, Samburu, Tana River, Taita Taveta, Turkana and Wajir) that
reported livestock mortalities. Camels were least affected. In Garissa County 110,418 cattle,
54,493 sheep, 77,886 goats and 9,720 camels had succumbed to drought. Garissa, Mandera,
Marsabit and Wajir Counties reported an estimated 252,517, 250,404, 224,344 and 261,859
livestock deaths respectively due to drought. These four counties represent the most affected
counties by the drought and livestock mortality. In total, 512,283 cattle, 423,002 sheep,
439,205 goats and 63,143 camels died due to drought giving a total livestock loss of 1,437,632
heads. These mortalities were due to the effects of drought, long trekking distance to water
points and depleted pastures.
3.3 Markets and Trade
Market operations remained largely normal across all counties. However, prices for food
commodities were above the long term averages by 15-25 percent across most markets.
Turkana reported the highest maize prices of Ksh. 80 per kilogram in the fishing livelihood
zone due to unprecedented surge in Lake Turkana that limited physical access and supply to
the markets. In Lamu
and Makueni counties
there
was
price
stability for cereals
due to flows from
external sources.

Figure 8: Maize price trends in the southeastern marginal agriculture counties
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3.3.1 Maize Prices
Generally, there has
been a steady increase
in retail maize prices
across the southeastern
marginal
agricultural cluster
from July due rapid
depletion
of
households stocks.
However, in Makueni
county
prices

remained relatively stable as shown in Figure 8. The stability of maize prices observed in
Makueni county was attributed to the availability of the commodity from sources outside the
county. In Embu county, there was a sharp increase in maize prices between October and
November from Ksh. 35 to Ksh. 46 translating to a 24 percent increase. The price increase was
attributed to diminishing household stocks and prepositioning for planting seed. Within the
county there were price variations reported with the highest prices reported in Ciangera cereal
market in the marginal mixed farming zone at Ksh. 40 per kilogram whereas the lowest prices
were reported in Kanyuambora cereal market in the mixed faming livelihood zone at Ksh. 30
per kilogram.
3.3.2 Goat Prices
The retail prices of
medium sized goats
across the counties were
18 percent below the
long term average prices
of about Ksh. 4,150. The
price trends show a
steady decline in prices
from the month of July
onwards as shown in
Figure 2. The decline in
prices can be attributed
to the worsening body
condition as a result of
deteriorating rangeland
resources across most of
the counties. The lowest
price was reported in
Turkana and Nyeri at
Figure 9: Retail Goat prices in selected pastoral counties
Kshs. 2,100 and Kshs.
2,200 respectively. The reduction in goat prices was attributed to poor-fair goat body condition
and reduced demand in the livestock markets. In Turkana, disruptions of market supplies
mainly from the feeder to the terminal markets occasioned by typical migration to the dry
season grazing areas, weakened body condition, unprecedented surge of Lake Turkana and
insecurity resulted to reduction in the prices. High supply of goats in the market in some
counties such as Isiolo and Tana River substantially pushed the prices down. However, in some
of the counties such as Laikipia, West Pokot, Lamu and Narok goat prices increased marginally
due to increased demand as the festive season set. In West Pokot, improvement in the goat
prices was attributed to the good body condition due to browse and water availability along
with steady trekking distances in all livelihood zones.
3.3.3 Terms of Trade
Generally, terms of trade are unfavourable in relation to the long term average across most of
the pastoral and agro-pastoral clusters with exception of West Pokot and Narok Counties which
reported favourable terms of trade as shown in Figure 10. Samburu county also reported a
favourable terms of trade albeit not a significant difference compared to the long term average.
The observed unfavourable terms of trade was attributed to below average goat prices in most
of the counties due to poor-fair goat body condition and reduced demand in the livestock
markets. In Turkana for instance, where goat prices were lowest, disruptions of market supplies
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mainly from the feeder to the terminal markets occasioned by typical migration to the dry
season grazing areas, weakened body condition, unprecedented surge of Lake Turkana and
insecurity resulted to reduction of goat prices. In Isiolo and Tana River counties, the low goat
prices were occasioned by over-supply of goats to the markets. However, in some of the
counties such as Laikipia, West Pokot, Lamu and Narok goat prices increased marginally due
to increased demand as the festive season set. In West Pokot which reported the most
favourable terms of trade, improvement of the goat prices was attributed to the good body
condition due to browse and water availability along with steady trekking distances in all
livelihoods zones coupled with low maize prices as harvesting is going on in the mixed farming
livelihood zone. Analysis of the current Terms of Trade and those reported during the LRA
2021 in July indicate that other than West Pokot, Laikipia, Baringo and Tana River counties,
the terms of trade have deteriorated across the rest of the counties.

Figure 10: Comparative terms of trade in pastoral and agro pastoral counties

3.4 Water Availability
The on-going short rains have marked a significant improvement to households’ water access
in most Counties in the North Eastern and Coastal regions with most surface water sources
replenished to 50-70 percent of their capacities. However, surface water sources in most
counties in the Rift Valley, North Western and South Eastern parts of the county were
recharged to less than 30 percent of their capacities. Areas where rains did not have any
significant recharge include Turkana, Samburu and Marsabit Counties and Marginal Mixed
farming areas of Kitui and Makueni and are mainly relying on boreholes and shallow wells.
Surface water sources are expected to last for about 2-3 months in North Eastern and Coastal
regions while in other areas, they are expected to last for a month. Boreholes are under pressure
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due to over pumping and low yields especially in areas that have not rained. However, the
moderate recharging of some few water pans have eased the burden on the strategic boreholes
that have continued to witness high concentration of both human and livestock. About 80-90
percent of water pans and dams have dried up in Turkana and Pastoral zones of Marsabit while
about 50 percent of water pans and dam have dried in Taita Taveta, Wajir, Pastoral areas of
Narok, Kajiado, Marsabit and Pastoral areas of Waso and Wamba West in Samburu, Marginal
Mixed farming areas of Kitui and Makueni. Highly erratic in parts of Kitui, Tana River,
Garissa, Meru North, Tharaka leading to siltation of water reservoirs. Flash floods were
experienced in Taita Taveta, Makueni and Mororo, Nanighi, Majengo and Wenje in Tana River
County. Rivers are experiencing moderate flows. Human-wildlife conflicts due to water
scarcity were reported in Kajiado, Lamu and Garissa Counties.
Return distances to water water sources have reduced to 1-2Km in most areas. However, return
distances to water sources have remained high at 6-10Km in Turkana, Wajir, Pastoral areas of
Kajiado, Marsabit, Narok (Mosiro, Koyiaki and Naroosura) and Samburu (Waso and Wamba
West) and Marginal Mixed farming areas of Kitui and Makueni.
Waiting time has reduced to less than 30 minutes in areas that have rained. Long household
waiting time of upto two hours was recorded in the Pastoral and Fisheries livelihood zone of
Turkana and while Pastoral areas of Marsabit recorded 4-5 Hrs occasioned by
overconcentration on the boreholes and short pumping hours compared to the normal 60
minutes.
Cost of water has remained stable at Ksh. 2-5 per 20 litres jerrycan. With the recent rains, the
proportion of households buying water has significantly reduced as most opt for open water
sources. Cost of water has remained high in Turkana and pastoral areas of Narok at Ksh. 5-10
per 20 litres jerrycan. Water vendors are selling at 20-30 in Kitui, Marsabit and Kajiado while
in Turkana, a jerrycan is going for Ksh. 40-50.
Water consumption levels have improved with Mixed farming and Agro-pastoral areas
utilizing 20-30 litres per person per day while pastoralists are consuming 15-20 litres per person
per day. However, water consumption remains low in Turkana, Samburu, Marsabit and
Pastoral areas of Kajiado with majority consuming 5-10 litres per person per day. About 10-20
percent of households are treating water across the ASALs.
3.5 Health and Nutrition
3.5.1 Nutrition Status
Integrated phase classification for acute malnutrition (IPC-AMN) conducted in July-August
2021 classified Nutrition situation in Samburu (GAM WHZ-16.8 percent), Baringo (GAM
WHZ -24.4 percent) North Horr (GAM WHZ - 23.9 percent) and Laisamis (WHZ 23.4 percent)
Sub Counties at Critical (IPC AMN Phase 4). Tana River and West Pokot Counties were
classified in serious phase (IPC AMN Phase 3) while Saku and Moyale sub-counties in
Marsabit County were in alert phase (IPC AMN Phase 2). The nutrition situation was projected
to worsen in Turkana, Samburu, Mandera, Garissa, Wajir, Isiolo and North Horr and Laisamis
due to worsening food security situation.
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Based on MUAC data, the counties in which the proportion of children with mid-upper-arm
circumference (MUAC) less than 135mm being above the long term average are Garissa, Kitui,
Lamu, Makueni, Taita Taveta and Turkana counties. The trends of the proportion of children
with <135mm are worsening in eight of the counties (Table 1). Increased admissions were
attributed to shortage of food at household level in the Pastoral counties.
Table 1: MUAC (Current Status and Trends)
Current status
Trend
Above LTA At LTA
Below LTA Improving
Stable
Worsening
Garissa
Baringo,
Isiolo
Baringo,
Embu
Isiolo
Kitui
Embu
Kajiado
Kitui
Garissa
Kajiado
Lamu
Kilifi
Kwale
Lamu
Kilifi
Kwale
Makueni
Laikipia
Mandera
Makueni
Laikipia
Mandera
TaitaMeru
Marsabit
Samburu
Meru
Marsabit
Taveta
Narok
Taita-Taveta Nyeri
Narok
Turkana
Nyeri
Tana-River
Wajir
Samburu
TharakaWestTana-River
Nithi
Pokot
TharakaNithi
Wajir
West-Pokot
Cases of admissions for children aged 6-59 months with acute malnutrition have been on a
downward trend due to stock out of commodities. In Marsabit County, the inadequate food in
the households resulted in sharing of ready-to-use-therapeutic food (RUTF) with the rest of
household members. In Isiolo, increased admissions have been observed due to mass screening
activities conducted in the County. High defaulter rates in IMAM programs were reported in
Samburu County particularly in Samburu East Sub County which were attributed to population
movement in search of pasture to far interior areas away from health facilities.
Health facilities in West Pokot (68), Samburu (36), Turkana (161) counties are monitoring
IMAM admissions through IMAM surge approach with 25 percent being in Alert and 11
percent at Alarm in Samburu county.
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Figure 11: Trends of SAM Admissions, ASAL areas
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Figure 12:Trends of MAM Admissions, ASAL areas

Nationally, in the month of October a total of 490 (23.8%) health facilities reported RUTF
stock out while another 796 (38.7%) health facilities had RUSF stock out. 315 (15.3%) health
facilities reported CSB stock outs. The low number of health facilities reporting CSB stock out
was attributed to low reporting.
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Figure 13: Trends of RUTF stock outs

There was reported erratic supply of nutrition commodities in Kitui, West Pokot and Baringo
however, as at the time of the mid-season assessment, Baringo county had received
commodities from WFP for management of moderate acute malnutrition to last for the next six
months. Stock outs in the health facilities in Baringo and West Pokot were noted to lead to high
defaulter rates for the malnourished children. Counties reporting adequate supply of
commodities for management of moderate acute malnutrition include Samburu (WFP having
supplied the county with three months’ stock) and Marsabit counties.
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Nutrition commodities for in patient management are available and adequate in Kitui, West
Pokot, Turkana and Samburu. Acute stock outs for commodities for management of severe
acute malnutrition (SAM) cases were reported in Baringo, Kilifi, Marsabit (Moyale, Laisamis,
and Saku Sub County).
Integrated health and nutrition outreaches were ongoing across the counties except in Baringo
and Samburu counties. Moyale and Saku Sub counties in Marsabit County are not covered as
partners pulled out. The outreaches were reported by various partners including NDMA, Kenya
Red Cross, Concern World Wide and World Vision. Mass screening is ongoing in Tana River
County, Laisanmis and North Horr Sub-counties in Marsabit County
Table 2: Coverage of Integrated Outreaches
County
Mapped
Coverage
Baringo
86
0
Garissa
87
50
Isiolo
69
31
Kilifi
80
6
Mandera
111
Data not available
Marsabit
201
101
Samburu
99
0
Tana river
49
10
Turkana
147
58
Wajir
174
99
West pokot
46
10

Gap
100%
43%
39%
92%
50%
100%
80%
54%
43%
79%

3.5.2 Household Food Consumption Score
The
proportion
of
households with poor
food consumption score
was estimated at 32 and
21 percent (Figure 14)
in Turkana and Garissa
Counties respectively
indicating consumption
of a starch and vegetable
mostly and occasional
(less than 3 days in a
week) consumption of
other high nutrient food
groups.
The
deteriorating
food
consumption attributed
Figure 14: Food Consumption Scores in Pastoral and Agro pastoral Livelihoods
to inadequate food at household level coupled with reduced milk consumption which was
below normal across the counties.
The trend of milk production is worsening in 50 percent of the counties as shown in Table 3.
Milk Production was blow the long term average with only 3 counties (Laikipia, Makueni and
West Pokot) reporting production above the long term average.
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Table 3: Milk Production (Current and Trends)
Current status
Trend
Above LTA At LTA
Below LTA
Improving
Laikipia
Narok,
Baringo, Embu Meru
Makueni
Samburu
Garissa, Isiolo
West Pokot
Tharaka
Kajiado, Kilifi
Nithi
Kitui, Kwale
Lamu, Mandera
Marsabit, Meru
Nyeri,
Taita
Taveta
Tana
River, Wajir
Turkana

Stable
Baringo
Garissa
Isiolo
Kajiado
Lamu
Makueni
Nyeri
Taita Taveta
Tana River
West Pokot

Worsening
Embu
Kilifi
Kitui
Kwale
Laikipia
Mandera
Marsabit
Narok
Samburu
Tharaka
Nithi
Wajir

3.5.3 Morbidity
The trends of the leading causes of morbidity was generally stable across all the clusters.
Suspected cases of measles were reported in Kajiado(1 case), Tana River (4 cases) and Pokot
North (1 case). There was noted an upsurge of malaria reported in Mogotio and Koibatek in
the month of October for the general population.
Suspected cases of measles cases were reported in Kajiado (1 case), Tana River (4 cases) and
Pokot North (1 case). As at 8th December, the cumulative cases for COVID-19 reported were
255, 544 cases (Male -147,864(58 percent) and females- 107,680(42 percent). Of the total
cases, 247,162 (97%) were local transmissions. A total of 5,337 deaths have occurred as a result
of COVID-19 since the report of the first case in March 2020. As of 6 th December 2021, a total
of 4,676,556 persons (52 percent- Males; 48 percent –female) were vaccinated with the 1stdose
and 3,001,908 persons (53 percent-males; 47 percent-female) were fully vaccinated. Others
(intersex/transgender) constituted 1,984 in the 1st dose and 1265 were fully vaccinated.
3.5.4 Immunization Coverage and Vitamin A Supplementation
The Immunization coverage for the fully immunized child (FIC) as at October was less than
the target of 80 percent in most of the counties except in Makueni County where it was 86.8
percent. The coverage was lowest in West Pokot County at 47.8 Percent. Marsabit, Samburu,
Tana River, Tharaka, Isiolo, Turkana and Wajir have coverage ranging between 50 and 60
percent. Laikipia, Taita Taveta, Tharaka had a coverage of 60-<75 percent. The remaining
counties had a coverage of between 60-70 percent. In Isiolo, the percentage of low percentage
of the Full Immunized Children (FIC) was attributed to low coverage of outreach services in
hard to reach areas. In Marsabit county, the proportion of fully immunized child (FIC) in the
month of October stood at 53.4 percent a decrease from 64.1 percent in September, 2021. The
decrease in immunization is attributed to increased movement of pastoralists in search of
pasture compounded by lack of outreach services in both Saku and Moyale sub counties.
As at October, 2021, routine vitamin A supplementation for children aged 6-59 months was
below <35 percent across the counties. The coverage is expected to improve following the
ongoing Malezi bora activities across the counties.
3.5.5 Health Services Delivery
Most health facilities are operational across the counties. In Marsabit county, there was
reported a drop in the number of clients seeking services in the health facilities across the

21

county during this period attributed to drug stock outs, compounded by insecurity especially in
Saku Sub County.
3.5.6 Sanitation and Hygiene Practices
Hand washing was generally low across the counties. For example, according to the SMART
survey, in Baringo county, only 5.8 percent are washing hands at all critical times and in
Marsabit county it was 17.9 percent. In Isiolo county, a SMART Survey done in February 2020,
indicated that 27.2 percent of the households were treating water before drinking. SMART
Survey of July/August 2021, indicated that 24.6 and 17.5 percent of households in North Horr
and Laisamis Sub counties respectively were reported to be treating their drinking water.
The proportions of households practicing open defecation across the pastoral counties was
high. In Baringo County (both Tiaty West and East Sub Counties), 92.7 percent of the
population were practicing open defecation. In Marsabit County (Laisamis Sub Counties) (78.1
percent) and North Horr Sub County (67.6 percent) respectively, do open defecation. In Isiolo
increased from 22 percent in 2019 to 24.4 percent in 2020 as a result of collapse of latrines in
the rains since most are temporary sheds. Low sanitation and poor hygiene practices trends are
likely to continue impacting negatively on health and nutrition situation.
3.6 Education
3.6.1 Access
Enrolment in Public Schools for Current and Previous Term
There was a decrease in enrolment for boys at ECD level, and a decrease in enrolment for girls
at Primary and Secondary levels in term two, compared to enrolment in term one due to
prolonged drought leading to hunger and lack of school meals, migration of parents with their
children and animals in search of food and water in nomadic communities. Kajiado County
recorded a decrease at ECDE level but increase at the secondary level due to the governments’
100% transition to secondary school policy. Kitui County recorded an increase of 5.83, 9.0 and
0.68 percent at secondary, primary and ECD levels respectively with more girls at secondary
and more boys at both ECD and primary levels.
Non-attendance of 12,830 learners (6870 boys, 5960 girls) at all levels was reported in Turkana,
Isiolo, Kilifi, Baringo, Garissa, Kajiado counties. Reasons for boys’ non-attendance included
lack of School Meals, clean drinking water, migration, long distance to schools, lack of school
fees especially at the secondary level, herding, child labor, lack of food at home, hawking,
fishing and mining, whereas additional reasons cited for girls dropping out of school included
babysitting, household chores, early pregnancy and marriages, low self-esteem and poor
academic performance. In Garissa County, 5 ECD centers with 500 children (350 girls, 150
boys) and I primary school were closed due to the impact of prolonged drought.
3.6.2 School Meals Programme
A total of 1590 schools with 176,707 learners (96,594 boys, 80,113 girls) were benefitting from
school feeding programme(s) from July 2021; whereas a total of 1229 schools with 193,277
learners (123,11 boys, 70161 girls) were not benefiting from any school meals programme in
Turkana, Isiolo, Kilifi, Baringo, Garissa, and Kajiado counties respectively. Availability of
school meals increased enrolment and attendance or participation of learners in school, and
enhanced retention for increased completion rates. Lack of a school feeding programme during
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the prolonged drought season had a significant impact on attendance and participation in the
affected target ASAL counties.
Overall, challenges experienced in provision of school meals included inconsistency and delays
in the disbursement of meals and funds, school meals were provided small quantities not
adequate to serve the schools up to end of the term. Some schools provided meals for grade 1
to 3 learners only.
Community Supported School Meals Programme was affected by drought, shortage of water
in schools and in the host communities, poor payment by parents especially those in slum areas,
exacerbated by lack of jobs due to covid 19 pandemic and hiked food prices due to inflation.
All schools in the affected regions were given meals during drought season through the
Expanded School Meals Programme. In Turkana County, most schools lacked standard stores
and racks thus food kept in small and semi-permanent poorly ventilated rooms.
3.6.3 Water and Hygiene in Schools
Majority of schools had no access to a functional source of safe clean water within 100 metres
radius. This was reported in 1860 schools (980 ECD, 792 primary schools, 88 secondary) in
Isiolo, Turkana, Garissa, Kilifi and Kajiado counties. This led to non-compliance of MOH
Covid-19 protocols, wastage of learning hours as learners walked long distances to fetch water,
increased risk of outbreak of waterborne diseases such as cholera and diarrhoea, lack of
concentration in class due to thirst, failure or stalling of agricultural projects in schools like 4K clubs, lack of cleaning water for latrines and toilets leading to unhygienic learning
environment.
4.0 INTERVENTIONS
4.1 Ongoing Interventions
Table 4: Current Interventions
Intervention

County
Humanitarian/Social protection
Relief food
Baringo, Embu, Kajiado, Isiolo, Kilifi, Kitui, Lamu, Meru,
Tharaka Nithi, Tana River, Wajir Madera, Tana River, Marsabit
Cash transfers
Baringo, Isiolo, Kilifi, Tana River, Turkana, Wajir, Lamu,
Marsabit, Samburu
Livestock Sector
Provision of Livestock feed supplement Garissa, Isiolo, Baringo, Embu (Mbeere), Kilifi, Lamu, Mandera,
Tana River, Wajir, Turkana, West Pokot, Samburu, Marsabit
Livestock vaccination and treatments
Garissa, Isiolo, Baringo, , Kitui, Meru North, Tharaka, Tana
River, Turkana, Wajir, Marsabit
Livestock disease surveillance
All counties
Livestock breeding and upgrading
Baringo, KilKilifi, Makueni, Tharaka,
(Cattle, Goat, Poultry)
Commercial livestock offtake Kilifi, Kitui, Mandera, Meru North, Kajiado, Marsabit, Isiolo. Lakipia,
Mandera, Tana River, Wajir
Rehabilitation of strategic boreholes
Makueni,
andMandera, Meru North, Tana River
expansion of pipelines and water storage
facilities
Water Sector
Fuel subsidy
Turkan, Samburu, Marsabit, Kitui, Makueni
Water trucking
Turkan, Samburu, Marsabit, Kitui, Makueni
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Rehabilitation of boreholes and other
water facilities
Provision of water storage tanks/facilities
Agriculture Sector
Provision of assorted certified seeds
Crop disease surveillance – Fall Arm
worm, maize lethal necrotic disease
Provision of School Meals Programme
Provision of emergency relief food to
parents
Out of school children programme
Enrolment drive campaigns
Water trucking to schools
Improvement of physical infrastructure
in schools
Improvement of WASH in schools
Integrated Medical outreaches
Mass screening
Procurement of commodities for
management of acute malnutrition
Integrated management of acute
malnutrition
Iron folate, vitamin A and zinc
supplementation
Surveillance and Monitoring

Isiolo, Kitui, Mandera, Marsabit, Tana River, Wajir, Turkan,
Samburu, Marsabit, Kitui, Makueni
Baringo, Laikipia, Mandera, Nyeri,
Baringo, Kitui, Meru, Tharaka Nithi
Kajiado, Baringo
Education Sector
Isiolo, Turkana, Kilifi, Kajiado, Baringo, Samburu
Turkana
Turkana, Garissa, Wajir
Turkana, Garissa
Isiolo, Turkana, Kilifi, Kajiado, Baringo, Samburu, kitui, Kajiado
Turkana

Turkana, Kajiado, Garissa, Kilifi
Health and Nutrition Sector
Wajir, Kitui, Kilifi, Baringo
Kitui, Meru, Wajir
To cover All ASAL counties
All ASAL counties
Meru, Kilifi
Samburu, Baringo, Marsabit (North Horr and Laisamis), Tana
River, Turkana

4.2 Proposed Options for Response
Table 5: Response options
Intervention

County
Humanitarian/Social protection
Relief food
Baringo, Embu, Kajiado, Isiolo, Kilifi, Kitui, Lamu,
Meru, Tharaka Nithi, Tana River, Wajir Madera, Tana
River, Marsabit
Cash transfers
Baringo, Isiolo, Kilifi, Tana River, Turkana, Wajir,
Lamu, Marsabit, Samburu
Livestock Sector
Commercial offtake
Garissa, Marsabit, Isiolo, Embu (Mbeere), Kilifi, Kitui,
Lamu, Mandera, Kajiado, Meru North, Narok,
Tharaka, Tana River, Turkana, Wajir, West Pokot
Slaughter destocking
Kilifi, Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, Tana River, Isiolo,
Marsabit
Provision of livestock feed supplementation
Garissa, Marsabit, Baringo, Isiolo, Embu (Mbeere),
Kilifi, Lamu, Tharaka, Taita Taveta, Tana River,
Turkana, Wajir
Disease surveillance, vaccination, Treatment and Garissa, Marsabit, Baringo, Isiolo, Embu (Mbeere),
control of vectors/worms.
Kajiado, Kilifi, Kitui, Laikipia, Lamu, Mandera, Meru
North, Narok, Tharaka, Taita Taveta, Tana River,
Turkana, Wajir, West Pokot, Nyeri, Garissa, Kwale
Support fodder production and conservation and Baringo, Kilifi, Kitui, Narok, Tharaka
rangeland reseeding
Provision of water trucking for livestock,
Marsabit, Isiolo, Wajir
Establishment of strategic livestock feed reserves
Baringo, Kilifi
Rehabilitation of water sources, provision of water Kilifi, Garissa, Kajiado, Mandera, Narok
storage facilities,
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Intervention

County
Water Sector
Rehabilitation of water Infrastructure
All ASAL counties
Provision of water treatment chemicals
All counties
Water
trucking
to
communities
and All ASAL counties
institutions/facilities including schools, health
facilities and markets
Fuel subsidy to strategic boreholes
All ASAL Counties
De-silting of dams and water pans
All counties
Provision of water storage tanks/facilities
All counties
Stock piling of fast-moving spare parts for strategic
boreholes

All counties

Agriculture Sector
Baringo. Tana River, Kajiado, Narok
Baringo
Baringo, Kitui, Meru North, Tharaka Nithi, West
Pokot, Kajiado, Taita Taveta, Kilifi, Kwale, Makueni,
Narok, Embu (Mbeere), Laikipia
Education Sector
Urgent and timely provision of school meals
Isiolo, Turkana, Kilifi, Kajiado, Baringo, Samburu,
kitui, Kajiado
Safe clean water trucking to affected schools
Turkana, Garissa, Wajir, Samburu, West Pokot,
Kajiado, Tana River
Introduction of makeshift boarding schools for
Kajiado, Garissa, Turkana, Wajir, Samburu, West
OOSC
Pokot, Tana River
Installation of handwashing facilities
Kitui, Kilifi, Garissa, Kajiado, Turkana, Isiolo
Provision of water tanks for water storage
Isiolo, Turkana, Kilifi, Kajiado, Baringo,
Samburu,
kitui
Provision of sanitary towels for girls and dignity
Isiolo, Turkana, Kilifi, Kajiado, Baringo, Samburu,
kits for boys
kitui
Mentorship and life skills for boys and girls
Isiolo, Turkana, Kilifi, Kajiado, Baringo, Samburu,
kitui
Health and Nutrition Sector
Integrated Medical outreaches
Wajir, Kitui, Kilifi
Mass screening
Kitui, Meru, Wajir
Integrated management of acute malnutrition
Turkan, Taita Taveta, Samburu, Kilifi
Iron folate, vitamin A and zinc supplementation
Meru, Kilifi
Peace and Security
Resource based conflict resolutions
Baringo, Laikipia, Lamu, Marsabit, Samburu, Isiolo
Control of Fall Army Worm
Control of maize lethal necrotic disease
Provision of assorted certified seeds

4.3 Food insecure populations by county
Table 6: Populations requiring humanitarian assistance
County population
(KNBS 2019 Census)
Turkana
Wajir
Mandera
Garissa
Marsabit
Samburu
Laikipia
West Pokot
Tana River

926,976
781,263
867,457
841,353
459,785
310,327
268,262
621,241
315,943
25

Population in need of
assistance after the
2021 LRA
370,800
195,300
173,500
168,300
160,900
46,500
25,900
31,100
63,200

Current Population in
need of assistance after
Mid-Season Assessment
370,800
273,400
260,200
210,300
183,900
62,100
51,900
0
94,800

County population
(KNBS 2019 Census)
Isiolo
Kajiado
Baringo
Narok
Sub-total, Pastoral
Makueni
Kwale
Kilifi
Kitui
Taita Taveta
Embu (Mbeere)
Tharaka-Nithi (Tharaka)
Meru (North)
Nyeri (Kieni)
Lamu
Sub-total, Marginal
Agricultural
Total

268,002
1,117,840
666,763
1,157,873
7,551,115
987,653
866,820
1,453,787
1,136,187
340,671
272,357
133,595
764,885
198,901
143,920
6,075,275

Population in need of
assistance after the
2021 LRA
107,200
55,900
133,400
57,900
1,589,900
98,800
86,700
145,400
113,600
17,000
27,200
6,700
38,200
9,900
14,400
557,900

Current Population in
need of assistance after
Mid-Season Assessment
120,600
55,900
100,000
0
1,783,900
246,900
173,400
218,100
227,200
17,000
13,600
6,700
76,500
9,900
28,800
1,018,100

13,626,390

2,147,800

2,802,000
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