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Executive Summary
The short rains food security assessment was conducted as from 11th to 22nd February 2019 in
Wajir County and was led by the County Steering Group (CSG). The overall objective of the
assessment was to analyze and determine the impact of the 2018 short rains (October-December)
on food and nutrition security, taking into account the cumulative effects of previous seasons and
other shocks and hazards.
Depressed rainfall was received during the short rains2018, onset was late and the distribution was
poor in both time and space. The quality and quantity of pasture was fair to poor in the entire
livelihood zones, except Wajir South, Wajir West and Eldas ranging from fair to poor. Area under
maize, sorghum and cowpeas declined by 44, 36 and 28 percent respectively when compared to
Long Term Average (LTA). Likewise, all the three major food crops produced reduced by 98.5,
97.6 and 97.4 percent respectively. The livestock body condition for all species ranges from good
to fair. Suspected cases of livestock disease outbreak were reported such as peste des petits
ruminant (PPR) contagious caprine pleuropneumonia and Brucellosis. Spontaneous bush fires
were reported in various parts of the county since December 2018 with an estimate of 200km2 land
area cover burn.
All markets were operating normally across the county. The average prices of maize remained
stable throughout the season attributed to consistent supply of food commodities from outside
markets. The average goat prices declined from Kenya Shillings (Kshs) 4,000 in October 2018 to
kshs 3,700 in January 2019. All livelihood zones in the county had lower milk production as
compared to the LTA (2014-2018), due to the declining of pasture in pastoral livelihood zones.
Household milk production in the agro-pastoral and pastoral all species were slightly lower as
compared to pastoral cattle and pastoral camel livelihood zones due to higher milk productivity in
camel and cattle.
Milk consumption per household per day is currently lower across all the livelihood zones
compared to the LTA attributed to low Milk production. Milk prices in the entire livelihood zones
are within the normal ranges compared to the LTA. Terms of Trade was favorable Kilogram
however it’s gradually has been declining from October 2018 to January 2019 from 83 Kilogram
to 74Kilogram respectively. About 50 percent of the households in the pastoral camel and cattle
livelihood zones had a poor food consumption score in January 2019 which were comparable to
previous season. In the pastoral livelihood zone 83 percent of the households were in borderline
in the months of January 2019 and December 2018. In the agro-pastoral livelihood zone, 63
percent of the households had an acceptable food consumption score with no household in poor
food consumption score. The percentage of children categorized by MUAC<135milimetres was
12.8 percent in January 2019 below the LTA (2014-2018) of 17.3. The mean Coping Strategy
Index (CSI) was 12 in January 2019 to 9 in the previous month indicating a deteriorating situation.
The acute food insecurity phase classification for Wajir County was stressed (IPC Phase 2) with
some areas expected to worsen in the coming months as a result of depressed rainfall experienced
during short rains 2018.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background Information
Wajir County is located in the North Eastern region of
Kenya between latitudes 3° N 60°N and 0° 20°N and
Form
Longitudes 39° E and 41° E and covers an area of Pastor
2
al
al
56,685.9 Km . It borders Somalia to the East,
Emplo
Ethiopia to the North, Mandera County to the Cattle
24%
yment
Northeast, Isiolo County to the South West, Marsabit
17%
County to the West and Garissa County to the South.
The county comprises of eight sub-counties namely
Wajir East, Tarbaj, Wajir West, Eldas, Wajir North,
AgroBuna, Habaswein and Wajir South. It is further
pastor Pastor
Pastor
divided into 28 divisions, 128 locations and 159 subal
al All
al
locations. The County has a total population of
19%
23% Camel
661,941 people (KNBS 1 2009 census). The County is
17%
Figure 1: Livelihood Zones
divided into six administrative sub counties
Namely: Wajir North, Wajir South, Wajir West, and Wajir
East, Tarbaj and Eldas. The main livelihood zones are agro-pastoral, pastoral all species, pastoral
cattle, pastoral camel, and formal/informal employment in various proportions as shown in (Figure
1). Livestock production contributes 70 percent of household income in both pastoral all species
and pastoral cattle, 60 percent in Agro pastoral and 55 percent in pastoral camel livelihood zones.
Crop production contributes to 30 percent of household income in Agro pastoral and 15 percent
in the other livelihood zones.
1.2 Methodology and approach
The overall objective of the assessment was to develop an objective, evidence-based and
transparent food security situation analysis following the October to December (OND) 2018 short
rains season taking into account the cumulative effect of the previous seasons and to provide
recommendations for possible response options, based on the situation analysis. The overall
assessment processes and methodologies were coordinated and developed by the County Steering
Group (CSG) in collaboration with the Kenya Food Security Steering Group (KFSSG). The county
team collected secondary data including livelihood zone baseline data, drought monitoring
information, monthly nutrition surveillance data, price data and satellite imagery and more
information was collected by the CSG members from various departments through checklists. A
transect drive across the county was done to collect information from the community and
households using community interview guides in each sector. The teams also visited health and
education institutions to gather relevant information. Visual inspection techniques were used to
obtain qualitative data. The field data was collated, reviewed, analyzed and triangulated to verify
its validity. After the transect drive and analysis of field data, the CSG was debriefed for validation.
The results from sampled areas, along with outcomes of discussions with the larger CSG and
secondary data analysis, were used to draw inferences for non-visited areas situated in similar
livelihood zones. The findings and recommendations were made for planning purposes. The
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integrated food security phase classification (IPC Version 2.0) was employed in classifying
severity levels of food insecurity in different livelihood zones.
2.0 DRIVERS OF FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY IN THE COUNTY
2.1 Rainfall Performance
The onset of the short rains was late in the third dekad of October compared to normal onset in the
2nd dekad of October 2018. The County received
between (70 – 200) percent of rain as compared
to the long term average (Figure 2). The peak of
the rains was in the third dekad of October which
was 59 percent of the total rainfall received. The
spatial distribution was poor in both time and
space with Wajir South and Wajir North receiving
(76-110) percent of rainfall. Most parts of Tarbaj,
Eldas, Wajir West and Wajir East received (126200) percent. The cessation was normal, and it
occurred it occurred in the third dekad of
December 2018.
2.2 Insecurity/Conflict
Incidences of insecurity were reported in parts
of Wajir North (Buna, Batalu, and Tulo-roba) and
Eldas Sub County (Masalale) as a result of
resource base conflict and administrative
boundary. In Wajir West, there was also conflict
over new settlement in Arbajahan Ward which Figure 2: Rainfall Estimate Map
led to loss of four lives. This affected access to pasture and browse, water and veterinary services.
2.3 Other shocks and Hazard Livestock diseases
There were suspected cases of Peste des Petits Ruminant, (PPR), Contagious Caprine
Peuropnemonia (CCPP), Brucellosis Sheep and Goat pox across the county. There was routine
surveillance missions carried out on the reported cases.
There were reported measles outbreak from September 2018, the outbreak is still active with all
the sub-counties affected. There were two hundred and thirty-seven (237) reported measles cases
line listed with case fatality rate of 1.7 %( 4 death).
Wild Fires
There were sporadic wild fires reported in various parts of the county in December 2018 to
February 2019 in Lagbogol, Leheley, kulaley, and Boji yerey, Ganyurey, Barmil, Tula Tula,
Garse-Khoftu, Riba, Bute, Basir and Lakole. Destroyed pasture and browse in an approximately
200km2.There was no explanation on the cause of the fire.
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3. 0 IMPACTS OF DRIVERS ON FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY
3.1 Availability
Pastoralism and agro pastoralism are the main livelihoods and primary source of food and income
in Wajir County. Approximately 30 percent of the populations rely on crop production for their
food and income. However, food availability is also influenced by food import from other
counties, which covers food shortages and stabilizes market prices. Food assistance by the national
and county government as well as humanitarian agencies is also a source of food availability for
many vulnerable households in Wajir. Adequate availability of food is a prerequisite for people to
meet basic food needs, but often the mere presence of food does not ensure access to “sufficient,
safe, and nutritious food.
3.1.1 Crop Production
Crop production activities were mainly carried out in Lorian swamp in Wajir South and along the
drainage lines in Wajir North which usually receives enhanced precipitation compared to other
parts of the County. Moreover, efforts have been put by Wajir County government and
development partners towards increasing crops productivity through irrigated agriculture in
various parts of the County.
The main food crops produced in Wajir are maize, sorghum, millet, cow peas, beans and green
grams. Cash crops grown are mainly water melon, tomatoes, Kales, spinach, onions, capsicum and
fruit trees (mangoes, pawpaw, citrus and lemon).
The short rains contribute approximately 31 percent of the annual food produced in the county.
However, this was not so as the short rains were much depressed in terms of quantity and duration
with most parts of the county receiving below normal rains. The acreage under food crops is
approximate 277 hectares compared to the long-term average of 451 hectares with the total arable
land being 1, 02406hectares. Majority of the farms are small scale with average holding of 2.4
hectares mostly used for food crop farming. The county food crop production is contributes 30
percent and 15 percent to household income in the agro pastoral and pastoral livelihood zones
respectively.
a) Rain-fed Crop Production
Rain-fed crop production is practised in depressions and along drainage lines where there is more
moisture due to seasonal flooding especially in Wajir North which originates from Ethiopian
highlands. Performance of Maize, sorghum and cowpeas during the 2018 short rains production
season is as tabulated in (Table 1).
Table 1: Rain -fed crop production
Crop
Area
LTA(5yrs)
planted 2018 area planted
Short rains short rains season
season (Ha) (Ha)
1.Maize

93

2.Sorghum 143
3.Cowpeas

41

LTA production
during the short
rains season (90
Kilogram bags)

173

2018 short rains
season production
(90
Kilogram
bags)
Actual
10

221

34

1420

57

6

228

3

672

The period under review received rains which had a negative impact on area put under rain fed
crops by the farmers as most of them either greatly reduced their targeted acreage or altogether
failed to plant any crop. Area under Rain-fed crop declined when compared with the long term
average by 44, 36 and 28 percent for maize, sorghum and cowpeas respectively. Poor performance
of the maize crop over successive depressed rain seasons, coupled with the increasing demand and
favorable market prices of other crops, farmers have gradually replaced maize with sorghum. The
sorghum crop was identified to be more drought-tolerant and fits the livelihood zones under rainfed crop cultivation. All the three major food crops produced under rain fed agriculture had
negatively deviated from the short rains long term average production with maize, sorghum and
cowpea reducing by 98.5, 97.6 and 97.4 percent respectively. The average production per hectare
for maize, sorghum and cowpea was 0.2, 0.24 and 0.12 bags respectively of 90 Kilogram compared
with the optimal ranges; for maize (15bags/ha), Sorghum (20-50bags/ha) and cowpeas (16-20
bags/ha). The situation can only be described as total crop failure. This situation exposes the
farming communities to food insecurity and poor purchasing power to access food items from the
markets.
b) Irrigated Crop Production
In the recent past, most farmers have been shifting from rain-fed farming, which is becoming
unreliable due to erratic rainfall, to irrigated horticultural production that fetches relatively high
prices in the market. The main crops produced under irrigated agriculture are vegetable crops
which include watermelon, tomatoes, bulb onions and kales. Irrigation is mainly carried out on
small scale by either use of shallow wells or water pans. The performance of the irrigated crops
was lower than the short-term average (Table 2).
Table 2: Irrigated Crops
Crop
Area
planted STA
(3
2018 short rains years)
season (ha)
short rains
season (ha)

2018 short rains
season production
(90
Kilogram
bags/MT)

1. Watermelon 32

45

62

STA
(3
years)
production
short rains
season
(90 Kilogram
bags/MT)
99

2. Tomatoes

14

27

31

94.5

3. Kales

11

18

30

54

Cumulatively, the area under irrigated crops was significantly below the short-term average (STA)
by 36 percent which can be attributed to inadequate water for irrigation. This can be explained by
the fact that short rains were depressed hence reduced amount of water that could be harvested and
stored for irrigation. Shallow wells within Wajir east were poorly recharged resulting to low yields
for irrigation.
The production of irrigated crops namely; watermelon, tomatoes and kale decreased by 38, 62 and
kale 44 percent respectively compared to STA. The decrease was as a result of diminished capacity
to irrigate, destruction of crops by wildlife and high incidences of pests and diseases especially for
tomatoes. The three crops are a major source of income to households living within Wajir East and
4

Wajir West Sub Counties and more so within the four mile radius of Wajir Town. The poor
performance of horticultural crops deprives affected communities cash to buy food items in the
market. It also affects availability of green vegetables in the local markets making what is available
expensive and out of reach for most of the households.
3.1.2 Cereals stock
Table 3: Quantities held currently (90Kilogram bags)
Maize
Rice

Sorghum
LTA

Green gram

Curren
t

LTA

Farmers

0

1,123

0

0

120

1,850

0

0

Traders

16,700

17,500

34,600

36,900

700

900

0

0

Millers

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Food
Aid/NCPB

0

0

0

0

7,488

210

0

0

Current

LTA
Current

LTA
Current

Total

The cereal stock with farmers is zero as compared to the long term average. All the stocks with
traders are imports from other counties as the short rains 2018 was a total crop failure. The monthly
cereal requirement for the county is approximately 5,400 Metric Tonnes. the current maize,
sorghum and rice stocks of 5,380 Metric Tonnes is only adequate for one month. Available stocks
of other processed cereals estimated at 5,700 Metric Tonnes will boost the total cereals stocks for
the county. It’s expected that traders will continue to replenish their stores with key food items but
availability of the same at household level might be limited by purchasing power of individual
households.
3.1.3 Livestock Production
The main livestock species kept in Wajir County are camel, goat, cattle, sheep and donkey. Local
chicken are also reared by sedentary households. Livestock production contributes 61 percent of
cash income in the agro-pastoral livelihood zone, 71 percent in the pastoral all species livelihood
zone, 56 percent in the pastoral camel livelihood zone and 71 percent in the pastoral cattle
livelihood zone.
Pasture and Browse
Pasture and browse condition in all the livelihood zones ranges from fair to , however, some parts
of the agro pastoral and pastoral camel showed fair pasture condition due to enhanced rainfall
recorded in those areas during the season. The lower parts of Pastoral all species and Pastoral cattle
livelihood zones have experienced enhanced depletion of pastures and browse as the OND rainfall
was depressed. Wild fires destroyed approximately 200km2 of pasture and browse in various parts
of the county.
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Livestock Productivity
Livestock Body Condition
The body condition off or livestock all species ranged from good to fair across all livelihood zones.
Livestock body condition for cattle and sheep and grazers, in pastoral cattle and pastoral all species
livelihood zones are fair; due to inadequate and poorly distributed rains received that led to poor
regeneration of pasture and browse. However, in the pastoral camel and agro-pastoral livelihood
zones, livestock body condition for all livestock species were good due to available pasture and
browse attributed to fair rainfall received.
The livestock body condition is likely to deteriorate due to the pressure on pasture and browse and
increasing return trekking distances to water points. The decline in livestock body condition was
likely to lead to low milk production and lower livestock market prices. This will ultimately impact
negatively on milk consumption and thus affected nutritional status of under-five in food insecure
households.
Birth Rate and Milk Availability
The birth rates were normal as compared to similar season. Household milk production in the agropastoral and pastoral all species were slightly lower as compared to pastoral cattle and pastoral
camel livelihood zones. All livelihood zones in the county had lower milk production as compared
to the LTA Milk consumption per household per day was lower across all the livelihood zones
compared to the LTA (2014-2018) attributed to low milk production. Milk prices across the
livelihood zones are within the normal ranges compared to the LTA(2014-2018) as indicated in
(Table 4).
Table 4: Milk Production
Livelihood zone Milk
Production Milk Consumption Prices(Kshs)/ Litre
(Litres)/HH/Day
(Litres)/HH/Day
Current
LTA
Current LTA
Current LTA
Agro pastoral
1.5
3-4
0.5
2
60
80
Pastoral
all
species
Pastoral cattle
Pastoral camel

2

3

1.0

2

80

80

3
3

4
6

1.4
1.5

2
3

80
60

80
80

Tropical Livestock Units (TLUs)
Generally, there was reduction in the average livestock tropical livestock units (TLUs) per
household across the livelihood zones attributed to cumulative effects of the below average
performance of short rain in the previous seasons. The (Table 5) illustrates the average TLUs per
household across the livelihood zones.
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Table 5: TLU by Livelihood Zones
Livelihood zone

Poor income households
Current
Normal

Medium income households
Current
Normal

Agro pastoral

2

3

7

8

Pastoral all species

2

4

7.5

13

Pastoral cattle

3

?

10

18

Pastoral camel

3

5

10

17

The reduction in herd sizes and composition of the species will likely lower milk production and
consumption consequently increasing level of malnutrition and poor purchasing power of the
households.
Livestock Water Access
The three major water sources for livestock in the entire livelihood zones are boreholes, shallow
wells and water pans as shown in (Table 6). The recharge of water bodies during the short rains
below water recharge capacity of similar season The pockets of Agro-pastoral, Pastoral cattle and
Pastoral Camel livelihood zones had little water recharge and expected to dry in two to three
weeks owing to the pressure from the growing livestock population. Majority of the pastoralists
have resorted to use of permanent water sources including boreholes and shallow well. Trekking
distances from grazing area to water points have significantly increased due to the depletion of
water in the pans across the livelihood zones.
Table 6: Water availability and access
Livelihood Sources
Return average Expected duration to Factors
zone
distances (km)
last (months)
limiting access
Current
Normal
Current Normal Current
Normal
Agro
Boreholes Water
7 – 10
5
1
4
N/A
pastoral
Water
pans
pans
Boreholes
Shallow
Shallow
wells
wells
Pastoral
camel

Water
pans
Boreholes
Pastoral all Shallow
species
wells
Boreholes
Water
pans
Pastoral
Boreholes
cattle
Water
pans

Water
5–8
pans
Boreholes
Water
8 – 15
pans
Boreholes
Shallow
wells
Water
10 – 20
pans
Boreholes
7

8

2

3

6–9

Less than 3
one month

6–8

Less than 3
one month

N/A

-N/A

Watering Frequency
The frequency of watering interval for the County increased significantly as compared to the
normal due to increased trekking distance attributed to drying up of water pan and depletion of
pasture and browse as shown in (Table 7).
Table 7: Watering frequency in days
Livelihood Cattle
Camels
Goats
Sheep
zone
Current Normal Current Normal Current Normal Current Normal
Agro
pastoral

2-3

1-2

7-15

5-7

2-3

1-2

2-3

1-2

Pastoral
camel

2-3

1-2

7-15

5-7

2-3

1-2

2-3

1-2

Pastoral all
species

3-4

1-2

8-20

5-7

2-4

1-2

2-4

1-2

Pastoral
cattle

3-4

1-2

8-20

5-7

2-3

1-2

3-4

1-2

Migration, Livestock Diseases and Mortalities
Migration of livestock is minimal. However, livestock are spread across the livelihood zones and
within their fall back areas. Livestock from Mandera (Blowle, Gulani) to Qudama and Danaba
have been reported in search of pasture and water. An estimated herd of 10,000 was reported.
Abortions were reported in some parts of the county especially in small stock. Suspected cases of
livestock diseases such as PPR, CCPP and Brucellosis were reported across all livelihood zones.
Mortality rates across the livelihood zones are insignificant.
3.1.4 Impact on Food Availability
Total crop failure was experienced due to depressed and poorly distributed rainfall, reducing the
purchasing power of the farming households. Slight decline in milk production and consumption
at household level as a result of slight increase in trekking distance and declining pasture and
browse. Terms of trade were favorable but on a declining trend due to low demand for livestock
thus reducing market prices. Limited migration of livestock was reported.
3.2 Access
3.2.1 Markets and trade
The main markets in the county are Wajir, Habaswein, Bute, Griftu, Buna, Eldas, Tarbaj and
Dagahaley. All markets for both livestock and crops were operational in the entire county. The
county depends on imported food and non-food commodities from Thika, Nairobi, Moyale, Isiolo,
Meru and Garissa. The main staple food commodities are rice and wheat flour while the main
livestock species traded are cattle, goat and sheep. The key food items purchased by most
households include sugar, cooking oil, beans, milk and maize. The market demand and supply for
these commodities was normal at this time of the year. The trend and likely direction of market
operation in the next three month will be stable.
8

Maize prices
Average Prices of maize remained stable
throughout the season, with a range of Kshs (50
– 55) as compared to the LTA (Figure 3).
The average price of maize in kilograms in
January 2019 was within the LTA except
December which was above the LTA. The
stability of maize was due to consistent supply
of food commodities from outside markets.
However, it should be noted that price of maize
was not a good indicator for food access in
Wajir County as it was not a staple food for the
local community. Most commonly consumed
staple foods were; rice, pasta (spaghetti), wheat Figure 3: Maize Prices
flour, and milk.
Goat prices
In January 2019, the price of a
medium size goat was Ksh. 3,700 as
compared to an LTA of Kshs 3,208
which was above 15 percent points.
The average goat prices are likely
decline. The trend in prices of goat
declined from Kshs 4,000 in October
2018 to Kshs 3,700 in January 2019,
due to low demand in both internal
and external market (Figure 4).
Figure 4: Goat prices
120

Average (2014-2018)

2017

2018

2019

100
Kilograms of maize
exchanged for a goat

3.2.2 Terms of Trade (ToT)
The Terms of Trade (ToT) was favorable
as a household could fetch 74 Kilogram
of maize compared to LTA of 62
Kilogram The ToT has gradually been
declining from October 2018 to January
2019 from 83Kilogram to 74Kilogram
respectively(Figure 5).

80
60
40

In the next three months livestock prices
20
are expected
to deteriorate due to
0
diminishing pasture and browse, while
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
the price of maize will remain fairly
stable and thus terms of trade unfavorable
Figure 5: Terms of Trade (ToT)
for pastoral household.
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3.2.3 Income Sources
The main sources of income in the county include livestock and food crop production contributing
70 and 30 percent respectively. The income sources were supplemented by small scale business,
formal and informal employment. Disposable income at household level has negatively affected
the current poor state of market where pastoralists are not able to sell their livestock to enable them
buy food items. In the agro pastoral livelihood where crop production is a major activity, the
reported crop failure has robed households cash to buy food items. Other sources of income noted
at the time of the assessment include: casual waged labor, sale of charcoal, petty trade, remittances
and the sale of firewood.
Water Access and Availability
The major sources of water in the County include boreholes, water pans and shallow wells. The
households within Wajir township and it’s environ get water from shallow wells. The rest of the
sub-counties and rural settlements get water from borehole or open water pans. There are about
300 boreholes, 350 medium sized and small seasonal water pans and over 25,000 shallow wells in
the County, However, recharge of water pan and shallow wells was too little due to depressed
rainfall realized in all the livelihood zones. Wajir town water wells have been experiencing low
recharge level due to over extraction and poor rainfall performance. Most of the boreholes and
shallow wells are saline in nature. Currently, 292 boreholes are operational in the County whereas
eight boreholes are non-operational (Batalu, Boji garas of Kutulo, On salat,Qururah,Qarsa
Bulla,Qarsa,Qanychara,Sariff) due to mechanical breakdown of pumping equipment. Currently
some water pans have dried up and all livestock and human returned to borehole points while
others are being water trucked.
The livelihood zones with high water point concentration of livestock was reported in Pastoral
cattle, Pastoral all species livelihood zones mainly Abakore, Biyamathow ,Karu ,Abore ,Qurah
Mechesa,Handaki South, Salalma ,Masalale,Kikiley ,Eldas ,Ademasajida ,Koricha, Lolkuta North
, Qudama, Korondile and Garsegoftu as a strategic measures since these are our main grazing
zones during the dry spell. Low concentration of livestock at water points was reported in Tulatula,
lagbogol, Barmil, Hadado, Haragal, Anole and Majabow as result of inadequate pasture and
browse. Most of the water pans are expected to last for a period of (2 – 3) weeks in all livelihood
zones. Water wells in Wajir town have low recharge level due to poor rainfall experienced during
the short rains and over-obstruction
Distances to Water Sources, Waiting time, water consumption and cost
Current average household return distances to water sources in the county range of (2 – 7 km) as
compared to normal of (2 – 5) kilometers, although the distances differ according to livelihood
zones. The highest average distance was reported in the pastoral all species and pastoral cattle
livelihood zones while lowest recorded in the Agro-Pastoral and Pastoral Camel livelihood zones
as a result of recharge of water pans by runoff from Ethiopian highlands and enhanced rainfall.
Consumption of water per person per day was normal (15— 20liters) in agro-pastoral and pastoral
camel livelihood zone while in pastoral cattle and pastoral all species was below normal. Water
trekking to domestic water points increased from (2-7km) as compared to normal of 5km.
In almost all livelihood zones, the water sources are water pans and no cost is incurred in accessing
the water. Where the water is sold, average cost of water per 20 liters jerican is Ksh (2-5) as
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compared to normal of Ksh (5-10) which is below normal. However, in Wajir town cost remain
normal at Ksh 25 per 20 litres jerican.
3.2.5 Food Consumption
Food Consumption Score (FCS) and Coping Strategy Index (CSI)
The households in the pastoral camel and cattle livelihood zones categorized at poor food
consumption score were 50 percent as illustrated in (Figure 6). In the pastoral all livelihood zone,
83 percent of the households were categorized in borderline FCS in the months of January 2019
and December 2018. In the agro-pastoral livelihood zone, 63 percent of the households had an
acceptable food consumption score with no household in poor.
Reduced Coping Strategy Index (rCSI) for pastoral (camels and cattle) for the months of December
and January was 26.8.In pastoral all species and agro-pastoral the reduced coping strategy index
was 7.7 and 4.1 respectively. The deteriorating biophysical indicators, which affects the milk
production and consumption coupled with active measles outbreak and other co-morbidities was
likely to have an effect on the nutritional status of vulnerable groups.

Figure 6 : Food consumption score
3.3 Utilization
3.3.1 Morbidity and Mortality Patterns
The top five common diseases for under-fives in the County were upper respiratory tract infections
(URTI), diarrhea, ear infections and skin diseases. URTI conditions could have been aggravated
by the prevailing dusty conditions. There was however poor access for health service in most of
the health facilities in the period under review due to shortage of drugs. There was reported
measles outbreak in September 2018; index case was a two year old child of unknown vaccination
status from Danaba, Wajir North sub-county. The measles outbreak is still active with all the subcounties affected, 237 have been line-listed with case fatality rate of 1.7% (4), as shown in above.
3.3.2 Immunization and Vitamin A supplementation
The immunization coverage for selected antigens in period improved compared to the same period
in 2017 as shown in (Figure 7) below. The increase in coverage could be attributed to outreach
supported by GAVI in all health facilities and 100 day rapid result initiative on immunization.
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Vitamin A coverage was 83 percent for children aged (6-59) months which above national target
of 80%. High coverage attained was attributed to scale up of “malezi bora” campaign in October
2018. Coverage of Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV3) third dose was 71% as at December, 2018 an
increase from 56.1 percent in 2017 same period.

Figure 7: Immunization coverage July -December 2017-18

3.3.3 Nutrition Status and Dietary Diversity
The acute malnutrition phase classification for both pastoral and agro-pastoral livelihood zones
based on Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM)2 by Weight for Height z-scores

Figure 8: Admissions into OTP and SFP for July – December 2017 - 18
(12.6%) and (10.6%) was at phase 4(serious) level. . The trend in IMAM admissions between July
to August, 2018 for out-patient and supplementary programs were stable however an increase was
observed from the month of November to December 2018 (Figure 8). The percentage of children
categorized by MUAC (<135mm) was 12.8 percent below LTA (17.3 percent) (Figure 8). The
2

Wajir Pastoral and agro-pastoral SMART surveys
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trends in percentage of children at risk based on MUAC (<135mm) show a stable situation from
October, 2018 to December, 2019 (Figure 9).
Trends in MUAC(<135mm) in Wajir
County

January, 2019 MUAC(<135mm) versus LTA
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Figure 9: January, 2019 MUAC(<135mm) Figure 10: Trends in MUAC(<135mm)
against LTA
3.3.4 Sanitation and Hygiene
The main sources of water in the county include underground water from boreholes and shallow
wells, pans and dams as well as the seasonal Ewaso Nyiro River. Only,2 per cent of the county's
households have access to piped water with many residents depending on water from water kiosks.
High proportion of household get their water from unprotected sources in the County, 32.2 percent
of the households treat their water before dinking. Sanitation remains a big challenge with 60
percent relieving themselves in the bush or open field, with only 3 percent of the villages certified
open defecation free. Hand washing with soap and water stands at 44.3 percent.
3.4 Trends of key food security indicators
The key food security indicators include maize stocks, livestock
consumption, distance to grazing, ToT, milk consumption and CSI.
indicators for previous and current are indicated in (Table 8).
Table 8: Food Security trends in Wajir County
Indicator
Long rains assessment
August 2018
Percent of maize stocks held by
households (Agro-pastoral).
Livestock body condition

body condition, water
The key food security

Nil

Short rains
assessment, Feb
2019
Nil

Good

Good - fair

Water consumption (litres per person per 15-20
day).

15-20

Price of maize (per Kilogram)

Ksh. 48

50

Distance to grazing

5-20km

Terms of trade (pastoral zone)

83Kilogram
13

74

Coping strategy index (CSI)

rCSI: 12

Food Consumption Score(FCS)

Poor: 2
Borderline: 9.9
Acceptable: 88.1



Pastoral:

50%
poor,
Borderline,
Acceptable

o

17%
33%

Agro-pastoral
36.7% Borderline

63.3 Acceptable
3.5

Education

3.5.1 Enrolment
Enrolment rate increased in term one 2019 compared to term three 2019, especially for Early
Childhood Development Education Centres (ECDEs) (14%) and Secondary school (13%). The
increase in enrolment, despite many obstacles, was indicative of change in attitude of parents in
the the County towards education which could, in part, be attributed to the campaign by the
government and non-governmental organizations to promote school enrolment. Other contribution
factors include free primary and secondary education, Digital Literacy Programme, enrolment
drives by Ministry of Education (MOE), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and ALDEF
and provision of school meals.

Figure 11: School Enrolment in Wajir County

14

3.5.2 Participation
The average attendance rate for primary school in term one 2019 was 97 percent for boys and 95
percent for girls, which is higher compared to 93 and 91 percent for boys and girls respectively in
term three of 2018. The attendance was lowest in Buna (88%) was temporarily affected by interclan conflicts. The situation was further aggravated by the (January-March) dry spell that
debilitated the rangeland conditions thus affecting crop and livestock production, limiting food
access at household level. The attendance of girls remained lower than boys due challenges related
to menstrual hygiene and their role in supporting domestic chores.
3.5.3 Retention
Drop-out rate for both boys and girls was low at less than 0.2 percent for primary and secondary
schools. The ECDEs had the highest dropout rate (0.9%), which could be attributed to the
preference of Duksis by parents and nomadism as families are more likely to move with the young
children leaving the older ones with relatives to allow them continue schooling. The government
through the ministry of education and the ministry of interior is enforcing 100 percent transition
for both ECDEs to primary and primary to secondary school. This enforcement is supported by
the free primary and free secondary education programmes which have greatly lessened the burden
of education on parents by removing tuition fee, which was a major barrier to education.
3.5.4 School meals programme
School meals program had contributed greatly to improved enrolment, retention and increased
transition rate. There were 58,665 children from the 229 primary schools in Wajir who were
benefiting from the regular school meals programme (RSMP). Nonetheless, 8 newly established
primary schools with a population of 1,513 pupils had not been included in the regular school
feeding programme. The government has gradually taken over the responsibility of providing
meals to schools from donors since 2009 with the aim of increasing coverage and sustainability.
Wajir County department of education was procuring 221 metric tonnes of food (168metric tonnes
of rice; 45metric tonnes of beans; 6metric tonnes of vegetable oil and 2 metric tonnes of salt) for
ECDE feeding using part of the Kshs. 35 million allocation for ECDE feeding in the financial year
2018-2019. The County government was providing support to 228 ECDE centres with a total
enrolment of 18,078 learners (9,857 boys and 8,221 girls).By the time of the assessment; the
government had employed 553 ECDE teachers. Provision of ECDE meals was expected to boost
learners’ enrolment and retention, and cushion vulnerable households during the (January-April)
and (July-September) dry spell. It was however noted that there was no ECDE meals policy to
support funding and ensure sustainability.
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4.0 FOOD SECURITY PROGNOSIS
4.1Assumptions
The long rains indicate that much of the county is likely to experience above normal rainfall.
Pasture regeneration in most areas is expected to be near-normal.. Milk availability and
accessibility are expected to improve in all livelihood zones in the during the projection period.
Prices of food commodities are expected to remain fairly stable at the beginning of the projection
period, since most of the products are sourced from other counties. The prices are expected to ride
and thereafter increase due to poor roads during March April May(MAM) 2019. Rangeland
conditions are likely to worsen during the dry spell and thereafter improve during MAM 2019.
Trekking distance from grazing area to water sources will likely increase till mid-march and reduce
during the long rains. Livestock prices are expected to worsen due to low market demand attributed
to increased trekking distance and poor livestock body condition.
4.2 Food Security Outcomes from February 2019 to April 2019
Food security situation in the county is in stress phase (phase2), where some households are likely
to experience crisis phase (phase3) and expected to worsen in the coming months as a result of
depressed rainfall experienced during OND 2018, which led to crop failure. Increased resource–
based conflict is also likely as livestock herders clash over rangeland resource. Distances from
grazing areas to water sources will likely increase to above-average levels, contributing to
deterioration in body condition. Migration of livestock from other counties, Countries and within
the county are expected in February and March 2019, thereafter return to their grazing zones
immediately it rain. The average trekking distance to water point from grazing area for livestock
are likely to increase in the month of February and Mid-March 2019 and thereafter decrease due
to the expected MAM if it perform well. The number of water trucking centres is also expected to
increase as water pans dry up. Livestock prices are also likely to decrease thus reducing the
purchasing power at the household level. There is also the likelihood of upsurge of livestock
diseases due to their concentration at the water points.
However, the food security situation is likely to improve during the last month of the period due
to the expected MAM rains. Waiting time at the water point and cost is likely to increase
significantly as the dry spell continues as most of the water pans have dried up and the livestock
reverted to boreholes. Milk production and consumption at pastoral household will likely
deteriorate due to increased trekking distance, depletion of pasture, browse and reduced livestock
body condition. Thus affecting children under five. The forecasted average March to May long
rains are expected to regenerate forage and water resources by mid-April and livestock are
expected to return to wet season grazing areas.
From April 2019, Livestock body conditions are expected to improve, leading to improved
livestock value and milk productivity
4.3 Food Security Outcomes from May 2019 to July 2019
Above normal rainfall are expected during the long rains (MAM 2019), Pasture and browse
situation are likely to be good during MAM thus improving livestock body condition. Distance
from grazing area to water sources will likely decrease due to recharge of water pans and lagas
thus reducing waiting time and cost of water. Livestock body condition in all livelihood zones are
expected to be good due to availability and accessibility of pasture, browse and water, milk
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production and consumption are likely to be good as a result of good livestock body condition,
reduced trekking distance thus improving the nutrition status of children under five. Terms of trade
will be favorable as the prices of goat will be good and maize prices will be stable in all livelihood
zones thus increase the purchasing power of pastoral households.
5.0 CONCLUSION AND INTERVENTIONS
5.1 Conclusion
5.1.1 Phase classification
The current food security in the county is “Stressed” (Phase 2) and some areas of the county are
in “crisis” (Phase 3). The food security situation is expected to deteriorate in the next one to two
months. The worsening situation is attributed to depressed rainfall experienced, Decline in milk
production, Favourable terms of trade but on Declining trend, Migration from Mandera, increased
trekking distance, suspected cases of disease, insecurity, migration and low milk production. Other
factors to be monitored are nutrition status, good to fair pasture condition. Coping strategies. Also
considered is the FCS and nutritional status of the under five children









5.1.2 Summary of the Findings
Depressed rainfall received during OND 2018 led to poor regeneration of pasture and browse,
however households relied on previous season long rainfall which improved pasture and browse.
Favorable terms of trade (TOT) has also improved the purchasing power and market access for
the predominantly pastoralist households, though ToT is on a declining trend due to stable maize
prices and low market prices.
Fifty percent (50%) of the households in the pastoral camel and cattle livelihood zones had a
poor food consumption score in January 2019 which is comparable to previous months.
In the pastoral all livelihood zone 83 percent of the households were in borderline in the months
of January 2019 and December 2018.
In the agro-pastoral livelihood zone, 63 percent of the households had an acceptable food
consumption score with no household in poor.
Coping strategy index (rCSI) for pastoral for the months of December and January was 26.8
whereas was pastoral all and agro-pastoral was 7.7 and 4.1 respectively.
Overall, the County mean CSI in January was 12 compared to 9 in the previous month indicating
a deteriorating situation.
The deteriorating biophysical indicators, which will affect the milk production and consumption
coupled with active measles outbreak is likely to affect the nutritional status of children, pregnant
and lactating women in the coming months
5.1.3 Sub County Ranking
Ranking of sub-county in order of food insecurity severity
Table 9: Sub-county ranking in terms of food insecurity
Pop in need ( Proposed mode Main Food Security Threats
Sub
percent range of intervention
County
min – max)
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Water scarcity, total crop failures, poor pasture
and browse, migration,
reduced livestock
production and productivity, livestock diseases
and predation
Water scarcity, massive migration, poor pastures,
overgrazing, poor livestock prices and predation
Water scarcity, depleting forage resources,
migration, livestock diseases and predation
Poor pasture, water scarcity, outmigration, lack
of milk, depleting vegetation conditions and
predation

Wajir
south

15-25

HSNP/FFA

Wajir
west

15-20

HSNP/FFA

Eldas

15-20

HSNP/FFA

Wajir
North

10-20

HSNP/FFA

Tarbaj

10-15

HSNP/FFA

Water scarcity, depleting pasture, poor livestock
prices, low production of milk.

Wajir
East

10-15

HSNP/FFA

Water sources diminishing, fair to poor pasture,
livestock diseases, migration, reduced livestock
production (milk) and predation

5.2 Ongoing Interventions
5.2.1 Food Interventions
The major food assistance intervention ongoing is through sustainable food systems implemented
by department of Agriculture supported by WFP which target 37,000 beneficiaries
5.2.2 Non-food Interventions
Social safety net programme: Hunger Safety Net Programme by the National Drought
Management Authority
Table 10: On-going non-food interventions
County Sub County

Intervention

No. of
Proposed
beneficiaries Implementers

Required Available Time
Resources Resources Frame

1. Livestock sector
Provision
livestock
vaccination

of 6000

IRK,FAO,
NDMA,CGW

Improve
1.5m
animal
health
to
improve
productivity
CGW,IRK,RPRL
1m

Livestock disease
surveillance
3.
Health
sanitation sector

and

18

Ongoing

Ongoing

Wajir

All
sub
counties

Supply of safe 172 Facilities
water storage
containers
to
facilities

4. Water sector
Immediate
Wajir West,
south
and
Eldas
Wajir
Wajir
west
(Hadado)
Long term
Wajir
Eldas-horote

Wajir

All
sub
counties

5. Education sector
Immediate
Wajir
All
sub
counties

CGW (health)
SCUK
Unicef
NDMA

7.74M

Fast moving spare
parts
Borehole
3000
breakdown(Rapid
Response team)
Construction
water pan

of 1000

CGW (Water)
NDMA

NDMA
RPRL
CGW
water CGW (Water)

Water user
Association
Training

18
pans

Provision
of
school bursaries

14,154

CGW,
MoE

School

77,783

CGW,
WFP MoE

feeding
program

300000

Nil

MarchApril 2019

1.5m

Ongoing

Nil

ongoing

ongoing

2M

CDF, 64M
18M

Nil

ongoing

Nil

Ongoing

Nil

Ongoing

5.3 Recommended Interventions
5.3.1 Food Interventions
Table 11: Recommended food interventions
County

Sub
County
1. Agriculture Sector
Immediate
All
sub
counties
All wards

Intervention

No. of
Proposed
Required
beneficiaries Implementers Resources

Available Time Frame
Resources

Intensify disease 7000HH
and pest
surveillance

Agriculture

2,000,000

2,000,000

Improvement
grain storage
facilities

Agriculture

2,000,000

20,000,000 2 years

of 7000 HH

19

March-April
2019

Value addition
7000 HH
and fortification of
sorghum

Agriculture

Will
30,000,000 4
encourage
communities
to
consu
me
locally
produced food

years

5.3.2 Non Food Interventions
Table 16: food and non food interventions
County Sub County
Intervention
No. of
Proposed
Required Available Time
beneficiaries Implementers Resources Resources Frame
1. Livestock sector
Wajir

Wajir South

Provision of hay 3,000 HH

CGW NDMA 120M

Nil

March
–
April
2019
2018

3. Health and sanitation
sector
Wajir

All sub
counties

Polio Campaign

CGW

Nil

completed

Supply of safe 172 Facilities
water storage
containers
to
facilities

CGW (health) 7.74M
SCUK
Unicef
NDMA

Nil

MarchApril 2019

WCG

Nil

March—
April 2019

1.5m

Feb-March
2019
Feb-March
2019

4. Water sector
Immediate
water
Eldas,kilikeley,mas Purchase
of 10000
alale
Submersible
pumps
Wajir West,south Fast
moving
and eldas
spare parts
Wajir
Wajir
Repair
of 3000
west(Hadado)
boreholes
Long term
Wajir
Eldas-horote
Construction of 1000
underground
tanks

20

5M

CGW (Water) 300000
NDMA
WCG

Nil

ongoing

Wajir

Wajir west

Training
of 2000
water
user
associations)

Wajir

All sub
counties

Water user
Association
Training

5. Education sector
Immediate
Wajir
All sub
counties

CGW (Water) 100,000
NDMA
SCUK
Oxfam
water CGW (Water) 2M

18
pans

Provision
of 14,154
school bursaries
School

77,783

feeding
program

21

CGW, CDF, 64M
NDMA,
MoE
CGW,
18M
CDF
, NDMA,
WFP MoE

Nil

April—
May 2019

Nil

March—
April 2019

Nil

MarchApril 2019

Nil

MarchApril 2019

