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OCTOBER 2022 EW PHASE Early Warning Phase Classification
Livelihood Zone Phase Trend
Deoggtie-eatn ALRRY. Mixed Farming: Food Crops/ | Alert Deteriorating
Livestock
Mixed Farming: Foo@rops/ Alert Deteriorating
Horticulture/Dairy
Mixed Farming: Irrigated Alert Deteriorating
Cropping/ Livestock/Food Crop
National Park Alert Deteriorating
Maandalizi ya mapema County Alert Deteriorating
Drought Situation & EW Phase Classification Biophysical Indicators Value Normal
. . . Range/ Value
Biophysical Indicators » Rainfall3-month anomaly 86 80-120
= The County_receweq light rains that were withinormal VCI3 Month 577 35
andmostly in the highland areas
= The county vegetation greenness condition whaslow | Production indicators Value Normal
the normalrange(VCi3 Month; 27.7). Crop Conditin-maize No activity No activity
Socio Economic Indicators (Impact Indicators) Livestock Body Condition fq Fairto Poorplus | Good
Production Indicators cattle Livestockdeaths
= No faming activites were observed. (4months
= Goats and sheepody condition wagjood while that of LMR=10%)
cattle waspoor and deathswere being reported Milk Production per HH/ day 1.9Litres 3.3 Litres
= Average milk production per HH per dayas below| Livestock Migration Pattern In migration Normal
normal. Access Indicators Value Normal
Access Indicators Terms of Trad (Maize price v§ 56.9 115
= Terms of Trade werkelow normal Goat pricg
*  Milk consumpton per HH per day vebelownormal. Milk Consumption per HH/ day| 1.0 Litre 1.2 Litres
= Household eturn distances to water sources weabove .
normal Return HHs distance to watq 5.9 km 2.7Km
= Distances to water sources from grazing areas sources
abovenormal. Water source return distanc{ 10km 35Km
Utilization Indicators from grazing areas
= The proportion of children at risk of malnuioh was| Cost of water (20 litrg) Kshs5.00 < Kshs 5.00
within the nomal range.Above normal cases of SA| ytilization indicators Value Normal
reported in main hospitalsMoi, Taveta, Mwatate, Wes| Nutrition Status, MUAC (% { Green98.4%
risk of malnutrition) Yellowl.6%
Seasonal Calendar
= Short rains harvests = Planting/Weeding = Long rains harvests = Short rains
= Increased HH Food StocH = Long rains = Increased HH Food Stoc| = Planting/weeding
= Short dry spell = High Calving Rate = Along dry spell = Flash floods- Taveta
= Reduced milk yields = Milk Yields Increase = Land preparation = Landslides-Taita
= Land prepardbn = Flash floods Taveta = Kidding (Sept)
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1.1

1.2

2.1
2.1.1

CLIMATIC CONDITIONS

RAINFALL PERFORMANCE

In the month under review, the
highlands of the county
received light showers that
were below normal. Other partg
of the county remained dry
couplad with high
temperatures.

Higher raifiall amounts were
reported in the mixed farming:
horticulture/ dairy livelihood
zoneof the county.
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AMOUNT OF RAINFALL AND SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION
According to WFRAM, Climate Hazards Group InfraRed (CHIRPS), thgyaecnrded
three months rainfall anomaly 086 percent.
The estimated total precipitation for thérst twenty days of themonth under review

was13.1mmandbelowLTMby 43.6percent

IMPACTS ON VEGETATION AND WATER

VEGETATION CONDITION
Vegetation Condition Index (VCI)
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The vegetation greenness condition in the county was in the moderate drought category
as depicted by a threenonth vegetation condition index of 2Z7and below long term

average and 2017 when the county experienced drought.
The three subcountiesVoi, Mwatite and Taveta were in the moderate drought
category while Taita Sub County was in the normal vegeataion condition cadre.
Hotspots were in the the mixed farming: Food Crop/ Livestock livelihood zone areas of

lower Ngolia, Rorige and

Sagall a,

Mbol ol o,

Mar ungu

lower Chawia, Bura, and Wusi and Mwatate Wards in Mwatate Sub County; lower
Werugha, Mwanda and Wumingu/Kishushe Wards in Taita Sub County and Challa,
Mahoo and Mata Wards in Taveta Sub County
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2.1.2 Pasture
= From community interviews, e Torems pemors Conon
an estimated 38 and 62 (Cet 2022 - Oct 2022)

percent of the respondents
reported that pasture
condition was fairand poor
respectively and below norma|
compared to a time like this
last year

= Available pasture is expecte
to cater fa livestock for less
than a month.

2.1.3 Browse
= From community interviews,
an estimated 38 and 62 R ek e
percent of the respondents P 2%

reported browse condition
was fair and poorrespectively
and belownormal.

= Available browse is expecte
to cater for livestock dr less
than a month.

2.2 WATER RESOURCE
2.2.1 Sources
= The main sources of water rata Toven County Water sourens
currently in use by both Praiy e
human beings and livestoc '
were piped water systems
springs, rivers, boreholes B
shallow wells and rock
catchments
= They were relied upon b5, v
8, 19, 19, 17 and 2 percent of S
the households respectively P e i e s T
= Comparedto previousmonth,
severalopen water sources like pans, dansgeasonal streamand rock catchmenthad
dried up due to over-use (domestic livestockand wildlife) and thereforeincreasing
relianee on other water sources
= Water trucking was also being done ameas where open sources had dried up like
Kishushe, Paranga, lower Sagalla, Marungu, Kasipawyiaand Bura.




2.2.2 Household Access and Utilization of Water
= The average return distance fronouseholds to main watesourcewas recorded ab.9
km compared to5 kmin the previous month andbovethe short-term averagg STApy
116percent.
= Thesignificantrisingtrend above dry years STwas as a result of drying up tfe main
open water soures like water catchmentseasonal rivergpans and dams especially in
the lowland areas o¥oi, Mwatate and Taita Sub Counties

IHousehold Water Distancesin Taita Taveta County - October 2022
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A The county average water consumption per person per day (ppad)recorded at 4
litres, comparedto 15 litres inthe previous month and varied across livelihood zones.

= Households inmixed farming: irrigated cropping/ livestock livelihood zosred mixed
farming: horticulture/ dairy livelihood zoneeported 19 litres and 16 litres pppd
respectively cormpared to 13 litres pppd in mixed farming: food crops/ livestock
livelihood zone.

=  Water retailed at20-30 shillingsper 20litres jerry-can at source and approximateip
percent of the households purchased wateompared to69 percent inthe previous
month. Price per jerry caat privatewater pointsranged from Ksh20-50.

= Overall,21 percent of the households treated drinking water at hoewnpared to 14
percent in the previous month.

= Thiswas mainlyin the mixed farming; irrigated cropping/livestockdifood zone and
water treatment chemicals like water guardiere used In this area water is usually
contaminated due taccasional floodingnd agricultural activities

= Water used by households the horticulture/dairy and food crop/livestockvelihood
zones is pipedand normallytreated at the sourceHowever, due shortage of clean
water, households were forced toeat water available from open sources and use it for
domestic purposes.

2.2.3 Livestock Trekking Distance to Water Sources from Grazing Areas
= The average livestock trekking return distance from grazing areas to main water sources
was at 10 km compared to8.1 km in the previous month andabovethe shortterm
average byl83percent



3.1
3.1.1

3.1.2

The substantialnicrease in distances from grazing areasveter sources was recorded

in mixed farming: Food Crop/ Livestock livelihood zone areas of lower NgoliRo n g’ e
and Sagalla, Marungu and Kasigau, Voi Sub County; lower Chawia, Bura, and Wusi
Wards, Mwatate Sub County; lower Werugha and Wumingu/KishushddVa

|Distance from grazing area to water point in Taita Taveta County - October 2022 |
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The upward trendabove dry years STwasrecorded in the mixed farming: food crop/
livestock livelihood zonas a result of drying up of open water sources especially those
near grazing areas.

Fequency of watering livesttk was not normal and donehree to five times a week
instead oftwice per day.

PRODUCTION INDICATORS

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

Livestock Body Condition

Livestock body condition for all species was goodair across all livelihood zones
However in the mixed farming: Food Crop/ Livestock zone cattle body conditias
largely poor

Poor cattle body condition was reported in Kasigau, Ngolia, Bura and Challa wards
where pasture, browse and watering points had dried Ofhers were reported in lowe
parts of Sagal |Vdardas Rong’ e and Chawi a
These areasvere consideredo be hotspotsbecausecattle deathswere reported from
the beginning of the month under reviewLittle or lack of ofiseason rains also
worsened the pasture and water stress.

Milk Production

The average milk production (cow) peouseholdwas recorded afl.9 litres, compared

to 2.3 litres inthe previous month andbelow the longterm average byt3 percent.
Therelatively low milk productiorwas attributed to drying up of pasture anddwse
mainly in themixed farming: Food Crop/ Livestock zone.

In the Mixed farming: horticulture/ dairy livelihood zonmilk production was at litres
and llitre in both the mixed farming: irrigated cropping/ livestock and mixed farming:
food crop/ livestock livelihood zore



lHousehold Milk Production in Taita Taveta County - October 2022]

Milk Production HH/Day/Litre
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3.2 RAIN-FED CROP PRODUCTION
3.2.1 Stage and Condition of food Crops
= No farm activities were reported in both the mixed farming: food crop/ livestock
livelihood and nixed farming: horticulture/ dairy livelihoodones.
= In the mixed farming: irrigated/livestock livelihoodone, crops planted wereat the
harvestingstage

4, MARKET PERFORMANCE

4.1.1 LIVESTOCK MARKETING

4.1.2 Cattle Prices
= The average market price of a thrgearold bull was recorded at Kshd.9,200

compared toKshs. 2300in the previous month anthelow the STAby 24 percent.

[('nnh- Prices in Taita Taveta County - October 2012]
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= The drop in prices was as a result of declining livestomtty condition hence less
favourableprices inthe markets.

= The highest prices were reported in thmixed farming: horticulture/ day at Kshs
23,800 and Kshs18,800 in mixed farming/:irrigated/livestock livelihoodwvhile lowest



prices were reported in mixed farmindgood crop/livestock livelihood zonat Kshs
18,300 Extremely emaciated cattle were Ingj sold at much lower prices of Kshs. 5,000.

4.1.3 Goat Prices
= The county average market price of a tyearold goatwas recorded aKshs.4,200
compared to Kshs.,480in the previous monthThenotabledrop and relatively lower
priceswere brought about byforces of demand and supply as more households tead
sell animals to meet school, medi@ald foodexpenses

|Goats Prices in Taita Taveta County - October 2022|
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

s SHORT TERM AVERAGES(2019-21) == WET YEAR STA ~—4——DRY YEAR STA 202

= The highest prices were reported in the mixed farming: horticulture/ dairy livelihood
zone at Kshs5,000 where farmerskeep a few animals for speciavents, whilelower
pricesof Kshs4,100 were reported inthe mixed farming: irrigated/livestock livelihood
zoneandlowest at Kshs 800 inmixed farming: food crop/ livestock livelihood zone.

= The countygoat average marketprice wasbelow the shortterm averageby nine
percent

4.2 CROP PRICES

4.2.1 Maize
Maize Prices in Taita Taveta County - October 2022
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4.2.2

4.3

The average market prider a kilo of maize was recorded at Ksi#scompared to Kshs.
73 in the previous month anébovethe short-term average by81 percent.

Theincrease in priceabove dry yeas STAwas due to high demandor maizein the
marketsdue to lack ofood stocksat the household level

Prices in both themixed farming: irrigated/livestock livelihood zoif€aveta Towrand
Chumvini marketsard mixed farminghorticulture/dairy livelihood zores(Mghambonyi
market) ranged between Ksl&5-70 while inthe mixed farmingfood crops/ livestock
(Ghazi, Bura, Rukangad Mwatate marketg prices ranged between Ksfig-90.

Beans
|Beans Prices in Taita Taveta County - October 2022|
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The average market price of adkibf beanswas recorded aKshs 151 compared to
Kshs. B2 posted in theprevious month andabove the shortterm averageby 51
percent

Therelatively high priceabove dry years STwas dueto lack of ordwindling foal stocks
at householdlevel resulting to an increase in demand in the markets

Across the livelihood zongshe prices varied with the mixed farming: food crop/
livestock livelihood zone recordy a price of Ksh440-Kshs.80 while mixed farming:
horticulture/dairy livelihood zoneand mixed farming:irrigated/ livestock livelihood
zonesrecorded pricsof Kshs163and Kshsl136 respectively.

INCOME
The main source of incomg .
was casual labour. Other

included; trade, employment,
and sale of livestock anc
livestock products and sale g :-
crops at lower proportions.
The average casual laboy °
wage for the county for the
month under review was Ksh ’il
2,800 compared to Kshs. '
3,000in the previous month.

Sources of income remained relatively stalolempared to theprevious month
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4.4

5.1

Casual labour opportunities the rural areasvere available in the sisal and banana
plantations, irrigation schemesnining sites,herding and ranches while in the urban
areas opportunitieswere in theconstructionsites andcleaning serices in towns

TERMS OF TRADE (GOAT PRICE VERSUS MAIZE PRICE)

Terms of trade (ToTdropped significantlhyand proceeds of sale of goat could purchase
57 kilograms of maizeompared to61 kilogramsin the previous month and beloTA
by 50 percent The downvard trendbelow bad years STA waue to increasing pes of
maize at the market level indicative dbw household purchasing power and
unfavourable ToT.

|Te1'ms of Trade in Taita Taveta County - October 2022|
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The mixed farming: horticulturé dairy livelihood zoneposted a ToT rad of 78 while
mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestock livelihoodnd mixed farming: food
crops/livestockzonesand postedToT ratios 065 and52 respectively

FOOD CONSUMPTION AND NUTRITION STATUS

MILK CONSUMPTION
The average milk consumptiger household per dawas recorded at onétre, same as
the previousmonth andbelowthe longterm meanby 15 percent

lHousehold Milk Consumption in Taita Taveta County - October 2022|
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5.2

Milk consumption per household per dath regard to livelihood zonewas as follows
mixed farming: foodcrops/livestock (onditre), mixed farming: horticulture/ dairy (1.
litres) and mixed farming:rigated cropping/livestock at (ondre).

FOOD CONSUMPTION SCORE

An estimateds0, 41 and nine percent of households sampled were in the acceptable
borderline and poor food consumption score (FCSkspectively, depicting a
deterioratingtrend in comparison to the previous montAn estimatedl0 percent of
households were holding food stocks from the previous seasons and these households
were mainly in tharrigation zone.

Compared to a similar period in 2D%here prevalence waat 98 andtwo percent for
acceptableand borderlineFCSespectively householdood consumption for the month
under reviewdropped to borderlineand poorcategoressubstantially

The current mean food consumption sca®od at61, compared to 8 in the previous
month. The mean FCS was highesthe mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestoek

75, followed bymixed farming: horticulture/ dairy livelihood zora 73 and lowestin

the mixed farming; food crop/livestock livelihood zone3at

In all the zones, households consumigb to three food groups i.e., either ugali and
beans or ugali and vegetablaad in addition20 percent of the households interviewed
consumed meat (fisheef) at least once dung the severday recall periodA few cases
were reported to have consumed one meal per day in areas of Kasigau Ward.

Fish was served fomb to three days in a week in households of Mboghoni and Challa
wards in Taveta Sub Countyalto fishing activities in both Lake Challa and Lake Jipe.
Source of food consumed varied from own production to purchases; in the mixed
farming: irrigated cropping/ livestock livelihood zon#) percent of households
consumed grains, pulses and vegetahiest were from own production, mixed farming:
horticulture/ dairy livelihood zonelO percent consumed grains from own production,
pulses (8) and vegetables §20ercentwhile in the mixed farmingfood crop/ livestock
livelihood zoneall households reliedn markets.

Taita Taveta County Food Consumption Score by Sub Counties - October 2022
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5.3 HEALTH AND NUTRITION STATUS
= A total 0of380 children below five years were sampled for MUAC measurement where
proportion of male and female wdsb and 4 percent respectively

5.3.1 Nutrition Status
" In themonth Under Taita Taveta MUAC Calor Categories

review, 1.6% (6 cases) of (O 0e2 - O S
children aged below five
yearswere foundwith
MUACandat risk of
malnutrition (125-134 "
mm) in the seven
sampled sentinel sites

= Additionally above
normal malnutrition
rates werebeing
reported for children under the age of five ysaandpregnant andactating mothers in
the following health facilities; Mwatate Sub County Hospital, Manoa dispensary and
Buguta dispensary

5.3.2 Health
A Out of thesample size 0380 children sevenpercent(25casesWwere reported tosuffer
from feverwith chills like malaria
A These cases were from KamigChallaand WusiWardsin Voi Tavetaand Mwatate Sub
countiesrespectivelyand were referredo hospitalsand dispensaries.

5.2 COPING STRATEGIES
A Themean reduced Coping Strategy Index (rCSl) increas@éd tompared td5.1 posted
in the previous month and higher than LTM2%0 percent. This indicatesn increasen
consumptionbasedcoping strategiethat were employedby households interviewed in
the month under reviewdue to food shortage
These streegieswere recordedmainlyin the mixed farming: food crop/ livestock
livelihood zone
Anestimated10 percent ofhouseholdsvere holding stockérrigated zonefrom the
previousseasorwhile the rest relied opurchase frommarkets Theupward Coping
Strategy Index (CSI) indicates that the situatvafi deteriorateas households deplete
their food stocks
A A significant increase in coping mechanisms was noted imiked farming: food
crops/livestocKivelihood zone (Mwatate and Voi Sub counties).

>

>
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Coping Strategy Index 2022 - Taita Taveta County
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6.

6.1

6.1.1 Sectoral

CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES (ACTION)

FOOD AND NON-FOOD INTERVENTIONS

Intervention

\ Activities ‘

Implementers

Health Sector

Provision ofyood
healthand Nutrition

IntegratedManagement of Acute
Malnutrition (IMAM) in all health facilities

Department of
Healthand Nutrition

Agriculture Sector

Water and Environment Sector

Provision of clean and
safe drinking water

Water trucking toareas ofKishushe,
Kasigau and Mwachabo

TAVEVO and depar
of water

Multi-Sectoral

Support livelihoods
through various
enterprises and
information

Relief food- Republic of Kenya

1,600 (50kg) bags Rice
640 (50kg) bags Beans

NG, CG and CSG

Distribution of 2,800 bags (50kg) of
livestock feeds

NDMA Drought
response

The county wasllocated 420 Cattle for
commercial offtake. V6il120, Mwatate-
120, Taita 80 , and Tavetal00

KMC, NG and CG

Distribution of 2.5 MT of assorted foods t(
target 1,000 HHs in the hotspots of the
county

KRCS, CG and Sub
County Steering
Group

Extenson of KIMWApipeline development
complete awaiting commissioning and
handing over to TAVEVO water company

EU, NDMA, STE an
County Government

Finalization stage of KGEMRAL project
proposals for Kasi (
Wumingu/ Kishushe, Mboghoni ahdiata
Wards

NDMA, CG, Ward
Climate Change
Committees &
Ministry of Interior
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7.1

EMERGING ISSUES

Insecurity/ Conflict/ Human Displacement

According to the county department of veterinary servicesjrty ivestockmortality
rate stands aflO percentin the last four months anthesedeaths were reportednainly
in the rain fed lowlands of the countkKWS wildlife deathslue to drought report
(Elephants 110 & Buffaloes 32)

An upsurge in malnutrition rates where inpatientth Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM
cases werdeingreported inhealth facilitieswhich is not normal durinthis time of the
year.

Water scarcity in Kasigau Ward, lower parts of Sagalla, Wumingu/ Kishushe and Chawia
Wards and community and health and learning institutions are requedbngvater
trucking.

Dwindling household purchasing power due to skyrocketing food stuff preessting
from increased fuel prices

Cases ohuman wildlife confcts where lions and leopards wee kiling livestock and
e | e p hdastructon of propertyand damaging ofree fruitswere reported in parts of
Bura, Ngolia, SagallaMbololo, Wumingu/ Kishushe and KasigaWards where
community together withKWS and partnergere in collaboration to keep the wildlife
away from their farms and properties.

Most affected schools as per thadfice of theCounty Diector of Education;

Primary Schools Secondary Schools

Sub County School Name Enrolment School Name Enrolment
Voi Mlundinyi 204 Kajire Girls 310
G. Sowa 300 David Kayanda 138

Taita St. Janes 333 Kajungunyi 85
Ngulukiweto 258 Ngangao 161

Taveta Lumi 587 Lumi Sec 154
Mata 283 Mata Sec 129

Mwatate Mrabenyi 111 St. Joseph Sec 74
Mgeno 167 Mwambonu Sec 624
Elijah Mzae 100

7.2

7.3

Migration

Increased cases af-migraion reportedin the ranches of VoMwatate and TaitaSub
Countiesand illegal grazing at night in tAesavo national park the month under
review.

Food Security Prognosis

According to KMDRhe rains are expected in milovember the rains will be dgressed
and erratic.

The rains are expected to recharge water sources and promote forage growth and
production of short term maturing crops like green leafy vegetables that will improve
the situation through human and livestock intake.
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Poor distribution ofrains will result to increased cases of human wildlife conflict and
increased imigration from other neighbouring counties that would result to
overgrazing.

Cattle in the county are reported to have diddeto drought and moredeathsare
expected in thdirst two weeks of November

Unavailability of food at household leva&upled with increased prices of staple food
will result to upward trend ofrCSlyeduced oping strategy inde&and reduced
household purchasing power

Market pricesfor livestockare expected to be om dowrward trenddue to projected
deterioratinglivestock body conditioespecially for cattleThis will ultimately bring
about unfavourable ToT.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Health sector

Undertakescreening, social mobilization amtegrated aitreaches in thdar to reach
hotspots of the county.

Distribution of water treatment chemical/ purifiers to areagperiencing water stress

Agriculture and Livestock Sector

Undertake diseassurveillance mainly in theanches andain fed lowlands of the

countydue to inrmigration

Provision of livestock feeds to sustain the animal health until the onset of rains expected
in mid-November.

Provision obn-site slaughter off take.

Water Sector
Water truckingn Kasigau Ward, lower parts of Sagalla, Wumingshushe and Chawia
Wardstargeting health and learning institutions.

Multi-Sectoral

Speed up release of drought contingency futmavoid lossesf lives anddisruption of
livelihoods due to increased severity of drought

Provision of food/ cash to thesin need of foodn the county

KWS and Partners to enhance surveillaacd protect communities bordering the
national parkdrom wildlife especially elephants
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9.0 ANNEXES

9.1 Annex 1 Taita Taveta County Response Plan

Taita Taveta County
Response Plan_OC

TTVT Drought
Responses by deve

15



