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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The long and short rains food security assessments are national exercises conducted jointly by the
Kenya Food Security Steering Group (KFSSG) and County Steering Group (CSG). The exercise is
conducted annually and covers 23 arid and semi-arid (ASAL) counties. This report entails the 2019
short rains assessment findings, conclusions and interventions based on food security situation for
Isiolo County. The main objective of the short rains assessment (SRA) 2019 was to develop an
objective, evidence-based and transparent food security situation analysis for Isiolo County, following
the short rains season of 2019 taking into account the cumulative effects of previous seasons and to
provide recommendations for possible response options based on the situation analysis.
The key driver of food and nutrition security is the above average short rains that were 201 – 350
percent above average with some parts receiving 140 – 200 percent of the average. The rains also had
an early onset and late cessation and were well distributed in time and space. Prevailing peace and
security is also a major driver of the current food security. As a result of the above average rains,
forage conditions are good across all livelihood zones. Water availability and accessibility for both
domestic use and livestock watering significantly improved in all the livelihood zones. Livestock body
conditions are good across all species Milk availability was normal as livestock milk production and
consumption was within average at two and one litres per household per day respectively In the Agropastoral Livelihood Zone crop production was 116, 14 and 27 percent above average for maize, beans
and green grams and the supply of food commodities in the markets increased as households sought
income by selling surplus harvests. There are adequate food stocks with households in the agro pastoral
zones, as their counterparts in the pastoral livelihood zone continue accessing food commodities from
the markets.
The return trekking distances from grazing areas to watering points is normal ranged from one to two
kilometres in the pastoral and agro-pastoral livelihood zones. Maize prices are Ksh 50 per kilogram
and within the five-year averages average while livestock prices are Ksh 3,700 for a mid-size goat
which is 30 percent above the five-year averages. Consequently, the terms of trade are 71 kilograms
compared to 57 kilograms of maize in the short-term average resulting in above average household
food access. Rangeland resources (forage and water) are expected to remain stable beyond onset of
the long rains season, whose onset is expected in mid-March. Pastoral households are expected to
continue accessing staple foods from the markets and supply to these markets is expected to remain
stable. Food stocks are expected to last households a period of three or more months implying that
their food availability and access will be relatively stable.
The National Drought Management Authority’s sentinel site data indicates that the proportion of
children at risk of malnutrition as measured by MUAC (below 135.0mm) was 9.5 percent in January
2020, a mark of improvement from 12.1 percent recorded in July 2019. This shows that food security
has improved at the household level. The coping strategy index is currently 7.5 compared to 10.5 for
July 2019, which indicates an improving food security situation. Majority of households 71.3 percent
have acceptable food consumption, while the other 25.5 had borderline and 4.2 percent had poor food
consumption. An analysis of all food security drivers and indicators show an improvement of food
security situation from July 2019 when 35.3 percent and 8.6 percent of the households had borderline
and poor food consumption respectively. The county is currently classified in Stressed (IPC Phase 2).
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 County background
Isiolo County lies on the eastern side of the country
and borders Marsabit to the North, Wajir to the East,
Garissa to the East and South East, Tana River, Kitui
and Meru to the South, and Samburu and Laikipia to
the West. The county has a population of 268,002
persons and occupies an estimated area of 25,605
square kilometres. The county has three livelihood
zones which are Pastoral all species, Casual / waged
labour, and Agro-pastoral with population per
livelihood zone being 52 percent, 33 percent and 15
percent respectively as shown in Figure 1.

33%
52%
15%

Pastoral
Agro-pastoral
CasualWaged/Labour

Figure 1. Isiolo County Livelihood Zones

In the Pastoral Livelihood Zone, 50 percent of the
population is semi nomadic while another 15 percent are fully nomadic. In the Agro pastoral livelihood
zone, 45 percent of the population is fully settled while 30 percent are semi-nomadic. The agropastoralists reside along the main rivers and suffer from crop losses when rivers flood. The pastoralist
areas of Sericho and Garbatulla bordering Wajir and Garissa counties occasionally suffer resourcebased conflict.
1.2 Methodology and approach
The assessment used both qualitative and quantitative data. Primary data was collected during the field
visits at the county where community and market interviews were conducted. Secondary data was
collected using pre-prepared checklists for each sector that were sent two weeks prior to the field visits.
Technical reports were also provided by the sectoral technical members. Secondary data collected
from the early warning system and SMART survey was relied upon to provide trends for the different
food and nutrition security indicators.
The assessment begun with the distribution of sectoral checklists that were populated with the current
data and a brief interpretation of the data from those checklists. The briefs were then presented to the
technical county steering group for additions and corrections where necessary. The county assessment
team, through the coordination of the national drought management authority set out to the fieldwork
to enable the team build up a complete picture of the situation.
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2.0 DRIVERS OF FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY IN THE COUNTY

2.1 Rainfall Performance
The seasons rainfall performance was above normal
considering the cumulative amount, compared to the longterm average. The county experienced a generally early
onset across the County. The onset occurred during the
first dekad of October in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone
and in the immediate neighboring Pastoral livelihood zone
within Isiolo Sub-county. The rest of the County
experienced onset between the second and third dekad of
October. The overall spatial and temporal distribution was
good across the County. The rainfall performance was
201-350 percent of the average across most of the County
apart from the northern part of the County which received
140-200 percent of the long-term average as shown in Figure 2. Isiolo rainfall performance
Figure 2. Cessation was late occurring from the second to
third dekad of December.
2.2 Floods
Flooding was experienced during the month of November and December particularly in Iresaboru
location, Sericho ward in Garbatulla sub-county after the River Ewaso Nyiro burst its banks. The result
was total displacement of 500 households, a large proportion of the entire location leading to a
humanitarian crisis where the affected households were hosted in a school compound on higher
grounds. Non-food items (NFIs) and food items were delivered by the County government and
partners to the flood victims by helicopter after roads were cut off by raging waters. The floods led to
death of 150 heads of small stock and 80 cattle across the County. The floods also destroyed about
300 acres of farmland were totally destroyed along the riverine areas of Merti and Garbatulla sub
counties.
2.3 Livestock diseases
There were confirmed cases of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) and Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) in
the Pastoral livelihood zones especially in some parts of Garbatulla. Estimated population of livestock
affected with FMD was 300 and 1,500 small stock, while on the other hand the population affected by
lumpy skin was 950 for cattle and 4,500 for small stock. Other diseases reported are the endemic
diseases such as Contagious Caprine pleuropneumonia (CCPP) and Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR).
All the livestock diseases reported have been controlled while some efforts were underway to control
further morbidity.
2.4 Desert Locust Invasion
Invasion of desert locusts was experienced from the first week of January 2020, a month that marked
the beginning of the short dry spell after the short rains. The first swarm entered the Country through
Wajir West sub-county in Wajir while others entered the county from the bordering counties of
Marsabit and Garissa. The most affected area was Oldonyiro ward where the insects laid eggs and
nymphs are developing. The insects have the potential to destroy vegetation with far-reaching impacts
on forage and crops. Other areas that are affected include Kulamawe, Kinna and Eldera which
experienced minimal destruction. Destruction has not occurred in farmlands within the county, but
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there are fears that more swarms could invade and spread from the neighboring counties and attack
crops. Efforts to control the spread of the locusts are ongoing but facing resource challenges.
3.0 IMPACTS OF DRIVERS ON FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY
3.1 Availability
This is an important pillar of food security which incorporates existing livelihood options for a society
which include economic activities people are involved in. The pillar depicts the primary source of food
and income, essential to make a living. The county has two main livelihoods that shape the availability
pillar that is the dominant Pastoralist and a growing Agro-pastoral Livelihood Zone. Under the pillar,
the presence of pasture and browse, animal feed stocks, crop harvests, food stocks in the county and
in the markets are discussed.
3.1.1 Crop Production
Rainfed crop production
The County depends more on the short rain season for crop production which accounts for 60 percent
of annual rainfall experienced in the county. The main crops grown in the county under rainfed
conditions are beans, maize and green grams. Farmers who are able to access cultivatable land near
rivers plant onions, kales, maize, capsicum and spinach where the crops development is fully or
partially supported through small-scale irrigation in canals and fallows with water flowing under
gravity or pumped using gasoline pumps. The crops are mainly grown in the Agro-pastoral Livelihood
Zones in Buratin Isiolo Sub county and in Kinna and Rapsu in Garbatulla sub-county. Farmers in these
areas planted tomatoes, onions and kales that had high market prices and greatly improved their
household income. The maize, beans and green grams were grown for both family consumption and
market for income.
The area planted under maize, beans and green grams were 61, two and 7 percent respectively higher
than long-term average as farmers had information on expected above normal rains and also took
advantage of subsidized tractor services. Production for maize is 116 percent above the long-term
average while that for beans and green grams was above the LTA by 14, and 27 percent respectively
due to above normal performance of the rains as shown in Table 1.
Table 1. Area under rainfed production and actual production
Area planted
LTA area
2019 short rains
during 2019
planted during
Crop
season production
short rains
the short rains
(90 kg bags) /Actual
season (Ha)
season (Ha)
Maize
390
242
3500
Beans
270
265
2050
Green grams
70
67
510

LTA production
during the short
rains season 90 kg
bags)
1621
1800
400

Irrigated crop production
The areas under maize, tomatoes and onions were 32 percent, 13 and 8 percent respectively higher
than the long-term averages. The harvests realized for maize were 51 percent higher than the LTA.
Table 3.2: Area and production under irrigated
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Crop

Area planted
during 2019
short rains
season
(Ha)

Long Term
Average
area planted
during the short
rains season (Ha)

2019 short rains
season
production
(90 kg bags)
Projected/Actual

Maize

370

280

3321

Long Term
Average
production
during the short
rains season
(90 kg bags)
2200

Tomatoes

90

80

1620 MT

1440 MT

Onions

85

79

1156 MT

1074 MT

Similarly, tomatoes and onions production during the season was 13 and 8 percent respectively higher
than the long-term average. which was attributed to enough water for irrigation, use of subsidized
fertilizer and enhanced crop husbandry management.
Cereals stocks
The County has about 600-90kg bags of maize held by farmers, compared to the LTA of 312 (90kg
bags) which is 92 percent higher the long-term average as a result of the above average crop yield.
Traders and millers have more maize stocks compared to the long-term average mainly sourced from
other counties such as Meru and from Ethiopia via Moyale. Green grams stocks held by farmers were
six percent higher than the long-term average. However, there is an increased risk of maize being
stored with high moisture content and aflatoxin following the resumption of rains during the JanuaryFebruary harvesting season. Farmers, traders as well as millers have been cautioned to observe
recommended harvesting, drying and storage procedures so as to minimize the moisture content and
eventually reduce the occurrence of the toxin. High prevalence levels of the toxin in the food reserves
could lead to loss of stocks and hence reduce the amount available in the market.
Table 2. Cereal Stocks
Commodity Maize
Current

Rice
LTA

Sorghum

Green gram

TOTAL

Current

LTA

Current

LTA

Current

LTA

Current

LTA

Farmers

600

312

0

0

17

20

85

80

702

215

Traders

480

366

200

180

10

18

15

18

705

579

Millers

350

276

0

0

0

0

0

0

350

276

NCPB

1,163

1,150

11

100

0

0

0

0

1,174

1,250

Currently the food stocks available with the different entities surpass the long-term average amounts
and are therefore sufficient to last for about two to three months. A significant proportion of the stocks
especially those held by traders and millers have been sourced from the neighboring counties to
supplement locally produced stocks. The deficit after the depletion of the stocks after the projected
period will likely be plugged with imports from other counties without a significant rise in market
price. There is no relief food nor government subsidies availed to county residents or traders.
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3.1.3 Livestock Production
Livestock production is the mainstay of Isiolo County’s economy. About 80 percent of the inhabitants
derive their livelihood from livestock, directly or indirectly. The sub-sector also employs close to 70
percent of the rural labour force. The main livestock species reared in the county include cattle, goat,
sheep, camel, donkey and chicken. The most important species in food chain are the goats which are
easily sold by farmers to replenish food stocks at the household level. On the other hand, camels are
kept mostly for their continuous production of milk that is a major source of income and household
consumption. Livestock productivity has significantly improved over the rainy season owing to the
increased availability of good quality pasture and browse in the Pastoral and Agro-pastoral Livelihood
Zones. Significant improvements in body conditions have been observed in all livestock species. Milk
production has also improved significantly and is relatively similar to the short-term average for this
period of the year. However, the livestock herds are still on a recovery path with a lot of breeding
taking place.
Pasture and browse situation
The pasture and browse condition in all livelihood zones is good in terms of quantity and quality. This
is attributed to above normal short rains (OND) that were well distributed throughout the county and
were able to support regeneration of all pasture and browse species to maturity. Forage (palatable
plants) is expected to last for a period ranging from 3 - 6 months which is within the normal duration.
However, Oldonyiro ward in the Pastoral Livelihood Zone experienced poor regeneration as it is one
of the highly degraded areas in the County where forage is expected to last a period of two to three
months. The desert locust invasion became a major threat to the stability of forage in the pastoral and
Agro-pastoral Livelihood Zones. The desert locusts breeding areas such as Oldonyiro, Cherab, Kinna
and Charri mainly in the Pastoral Livelihood Zone. The dried grass especially in open grasslands in
Cherab and Sericho wards is at high risk of bush fires that have in the past cleared large chunks of
pasture to the loss of the herding communities.
Table 3. Pasture and Browse condition
Livelihoo
d zone

Agropastoral
Pastoral

Pasture
condition

How long to
last
(Months)

Factors
Limitin
g access

Browse
condition

Curren
t

Normall
y

Curren
t

Norma
l

Curren
t

Good

Good

3

3

Locust

Good

Good

Good

3

3

Locust

Good

Normal

Goo
d
Goo
d

How long to
last
(Months)
Curren
t

Norma
l

3

3

3

3

Factors
Limitin
g access
Desert
Locust
Desert
Locust

3.1.4 Livestock Productivity
Livestock body condition

The general body condition for all livestock species is good and this is normal at this particular time
of the year across all species for all livelihood zones. The body conditions are on an improving trend
due to availability of adequate forage, enough water and low trekking return distances for the next
three months. Through the attainment of good body condition among all livestock species, which is
normal for this time of the year, livestock keepers are assured of better market prices that will improve
their income and hence higher purchasing power that will enable a sustained food consumption at the
household level.
Tropical livestock units (TLUs)
8

The average tropical livestock units (TLUs) for the poor stands at two and eight for the medium income
households. TLUs are below normal across the income groups and livelihood zones mainly due to
previous droughts, livestock pests and diseases. Poor income households have been unable to restock
substantially after loss of animals during the recent droughts and cattle rusting. The rate of natural
recovery for herds has been poor due to the successive nature of the shocks such as drought.
Table 4. Tropical Livestock Units (TLUs) by household income groups
Livelihood zone
Pastoral
Agro-pastoral

Poor income households
Current
Normal
2
4
2
3

Medium income households
Current
Normal
10
15
5
10

Birth rate
There has been a substantial increase in rate of births among all livestock species to the normal rates
during the short rains. A higher rate of birth in animals will increase the household TLUs which have
been eroded by the high frequency of droughts in the last decade.
Milk Production and Consumption
Currently the dairy herds are producing milk in all livelihood zones. The current average milk
production per household is 2 litres per day which is normal. Milk production is expected to remain
stable due to availability of forage and water in the next three months. The current average milk
consumption by household is 1 litre per day which is normal. The current average milk price is Ksh
60 per litre across the livelihood zones which is within the long-term average.
Table 5. Milk production, consumption and prices
Milk consumption
Milk Production
(Litres) per
(Litres)/Household
Livelihood zone
Household
Current

LTA

Current

LTA

Prices (Ksh)/Litre
Current

LTA

Pastoral
Agro-pastoral

2
2

2
2

1
1

1
1

60
60

60
60

Casual waged/labor

0

0

1

1

80

100

3.1.5 Migration
There has been no in and out migration by local herders as there are adequate grazing resources within
the county. Majority of livestock are in the wet grazing areas which is normal at this time of the year.
3.1.6 Morbidity and Mortalities
There were reported cases of outbreak of FMD and LSD in Isiolo and Garbatulla sub-counties.
Endemic diseases such as PPR and CCPP among the small stock have been reported in several parts
of the county. There were no unusual livestock mortalities which imply that pastoral as well as agropastoral households will have stable TLUs to derive their income and food.
3.1.7 Water for Livestock
The current sources of water for livestock are rivers, boreholes, sand dams, water pan and shallow
wells. They are the same sources during normal time. In majority of the Pastoral Livelihood Zones,
the return distances from grazing areas to watering points ranged from 2 - 4 kilometres. In some areas
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within the zone like Oldonyiro, and Cherab wards, herders trekked for about seven kilometers. The
watering frequency is daily for goats, sheep and cattle species and four days for camel. This is the
normal watering interval at this time of the year. The average watering frequency for all livestock
species was one day for small stock and cattle and 3 - 4 days for camel in the Pastoral and Agropastoral Livelihood Zones which was normal at this time of the year.
Impact on availability
The above normal crop yields for maize from the rainfed and irrigated farming systems have
significantly increased cereal stocks held by households. Food availability at the households has
improved and is higher than the long-term average and are expected to last for three months, a period
longer compared to the normal two months. Livestock has contributed a major portion to food in all
livelihood zones. In the wake of conducive rangeland conditions, livestock productivity has
significantly improved leading to increased animal body weight and increased milk production hence
increased amounts available for consumption at the household level. Normal livestock birth rates
reported in all species is a positive sign of increasing TLUs which has both short and long-term
improvements on household food security. The minimized movements of animals within the grazing
areas will ensure that farmers are able to conveniently obtain milk and meat.
3.2 Access
3.2.1 Market operations
Livestock market operations were normal with across the main cereals and livestock markets in the
County. The main markets are Isiolo and Oldonyiro markets, other small markets include Modogashe,
Merti, Bisan Biliqo, Kipsing and Garbatulla. Apart from Isiolo market, which is a secondary market,
the rest of markets get their supply of livestock from within. Isiolo market is supplied from the primary
markets across the County and the neighboring counties such as Samburu and Marsabit. Staple foods
in the markets include maize, maize floor, rice and beans. Other key food items that households
observed include, sugar, milk, cooking oil, tomatoes, potatoes, onions and cabbage. Prices of food
commodities were within the LTA. Livestock volumes are low due to the tendency of many
pastoralists to hold livestock in order to increase their number during good rains hence reducing the
supply and this is particularly prominent in Kipsing, Isiolo, Oldonyiro, Duse, Merti, Bisan Biliqo,
Garbatulla livestock markets. Majority of pastoral households, estimated at about 95 percent purchase
their food from the markets after earning their income, majorly from livestock sales. In the Agropastoral Livelihood Zone, food produced within their farms account for about 60 percent of food needs
with the remaining being sourced from the markets which is normal at this period of the year.
However, the dependence on markets is likely to increase as food stocks deplete in the next three
months across the livelihood zones.
3.2.2 Market Prices
Maize price
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Price (Ksh. / kg)

The average market price for maize in the month of February was Ksh. 50 which was within the
average for this period of the year
Average (2015-2019)
2019
2020
attributed to the available maize
60
harvests. This price was relatively
50
similar to the price in 2019 for the
same month which was Ksh 48.
40
However, the price was much higher
30
in Merti market at Ksh.70 attributed
to the long distance from source
20
markets in Isiolo and other
10
neighboring trading centres such as
Nanyuki, in Laikipia county. The
0
maize price is expected to stabilize
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
for the next three months as there are
Figure 3: Average maize market price
adequate supply in the markets.

Price (Ksh)

Average (2015-2019)
Yr 2019
Yr 2020
Goat price
The average goat price across the
4000
County is Ksh 3,700 which is 30
percent higher than the five-year
3000
average attributed to above average
livestock body conditions driven by
2000
similarly above average forage. The
current prices are similar to the 2019
1000
prices. The average price is expected
to increase considerably over the next
0
three months mainly influenced by
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
improved body condition in all
livelihood zones and as owners hold Figure 4: Average market goat price
onto their livestock as they aim to restock their herds.
Moreover, there is a relatively stable demand for goat, built by strong preference for goat meat within
and outside the county.

80

Kg of maize exchaged for a
goat

Terms of trade
The terms of trade for the period is
74kg of maize per goat which is 28
percent above the long-term average
attributed to the high goat prices and
average maize prices This is similar to
the previous year ToT which was 73
kilograms. However, the terms of
trade for households in Merti and her
environs was 53 kilograms of maize
per goat which was significantly lower
than in other areas nearing Isiolo
market mainly attributed to the higher
price of cereals. The purchasing power
is expected to remain above average as

Average (2015-2019)

Yr 2019

Yr 2020

70
60
50
40
30
20
10

0
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Figure 5: Household Terms of Trade
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the price of livestock is expected to remain high.
3.2.3 Household Access to water
Major water sources
The main sources of water are boreholes, rivers,
sand dams, shallow wells and water pans. Water Sources
7%
5%
Ground water sources such as water pans,
shallow wells and rivers were sufficiently
9%
46%
recharged during the rains. There are three
Borehole
boreholes in the county that are not operational,
Rivers
that is, Bisan Biliqo, Iresaboru and Biliqo
32%
Sand dams
Marara that were submerged by floods when
Shallow wells
River Ewaso Nyiro broke its banks. Other nonWater pan
operational boreholes are the strategic boreholes
Figure 6: Main water sources
in the reserve grazing areas of Yamicha, Duma
and Urura. Households depending on rivers continue accessing water without any interruption.
Boreholes and water pans situated in traditional grazing areas such as Kulamawe were reportedly
serving a large number of animals which is normal at this time of the year. Water from boreholes is
expected to last the whole year. However, some rivers such as River Ewaso Nyiro, River Isiolo and
River Bisanadi are expected to last for a period of eight monthswhile seasonal rivers such as River
Ngarendare and River Kipsing are expected to last until March. Sand dams are expected to provide
water to the dependent population for a whole year.
Distance to water sources
The average distance to water sources for domestic water use was appreciably low at about less than
a kilometre and one kilometre in the Agro-pastoral and Pastoral Livelihood Zones respectively. The
current distances are significantly lower than the long-term average distance of four kilometres. This
is attributed to the significant recharge of almost majority temporary water sources that supplemented
permanent water sources. The average water trekking distance in the casual waged labor/employment
livelihood zone was 0.2km. However, residents of some settlements such as Korbesa, Saleti,
Malkagala and Biliqo in Cherab ward in the Pastoral Livelihood Zone are trekking for an average
return distance of seven kilometres to fetch water in River Ewaso Nyiro.
Waiting time at the source
The waiting time is low estimated at an average of five minutes in all livelihood zones. However, in
the pastoral livelihood zone, some settlements such as Bisan Biliqo and Biliqo Marara waiting time
was noted to exceed 20 minutes at boreholes managed by water users associations which pump water
directly from the river at certain hours of the day forcing customers to wait in queue compared to
normal times when borehole water was accessible from evenly distributed water kiosks.
Cost of water
The current cost of water varied with the local arrangements as set out by individual water users
associations. The average cost of a 20 litre jerrican in majority of settlements and distribution points
was Ksh. 2 However, there were settlements where residents paid water charges ranging from Ksh.
200-300 to have water an uninterrupted access for a whole month. There was no cost incurred when
accessing water from shallow wells and sand dams. Residents of Modogashe are purchasing water at
Ksh. 20 per 20 litre jerrican after the pump installed in the shallow wells along a neighboring river got
spoilt by floods.
12

Water consumption
The average consumption is approximately 25 liters per person per day compared to 20 liters per
person per day in a normal year, during the January-March dry spell. The increase in consumption is
attributed to higher than normal water availability following water source recharge by the above
normal rains. The consumption was estimated to be about 20 litres per person per day in the Pastoral
Livelihood Zones as opposed to 25 litres per person per day in Agro-pastoral Livelihood Zone.
Households in the casual waged labor/employment consumed an average of 20 litres per person per
day.
Sanitation and Hygiene
Toilet coverage in the county stands at 77.3 percent largely varying with communities and extent of
urbanization and uptake of Community-led Total Sanitation (CLTS). There were sanitation challenges
experienced in Iresaboru location in Sericho ward and in Ngaremara, and Oldonyiro wards where pit
latrines were flooded resulting in contamination of the water table. The situation was however
contained after the receding of the floods. During the rains and flooding period, cholera and diarrhea
disease outbreaks were reported in the County.
3.3 Food Consumption, Dietary Diversity and Coping Strategies Index
3.3.1 Food Consumption
Food consumption at the household level was mostly Acceptable across the livelihood zones with
households having 74 – 78 percent
that implies that majority of
households served cereals, sugars,
fats/oils every day and milk, pulses
and meat for at least 3 days in a
74.1
77.8
78.6
week, and fruits and vegetables
twice or thrice in a week.
Proportion of households with
borderline food consumption was
15.3
15 – 26 percent, meaning that they
25.9
21.4
6.9
consumed cereals, sugars, oils/fats
0.0
0.0
every day, milk, pulses and/or
Pastoral
Agro-pastoral
Casual Waged labour
Poor
Borderline
Acceptable
meat for one or two days in a week
while adding some vegetables in Figure 7: Household Food Consumption Score February 2020
two or three days. The Pastoral
Livelihood Zone was the only livelihood zone with households with poor food consumption and the
proportion was 6.9 percent with consumption patterns characterized by low meal frequency and
dietary diversity usually cereals and fats/oils and vegetables every day with little protein input in one
day in a whole week. The most consumed food groups were cereals, tubers, sugars, milk fats,
vegetables and meat.
The average meal frequency of 3 meals per day for the households with Acceptable food consumption.
Availability of fresh milk in the pastoral livelihood zones has significantly contributed to the
significantly higher proportion of households with acceptable consumption when compared to the
Agro-pastoral and Casual/waged labour/employment Livelihood Zones.
3.3.2 Milk consumption
The average fresh milk consumption per household per day is 1.4 litres which is slightly above the
short-term average amount of 1 litre as shown in table 1. The amount consumed was higher in the
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pastoral livelihood zone at 1.8 litres compared to 1 litre in the Agro-pastoral Livelihood Zone. In most
households, children under five years of age were able to take a glass of fresh milk in a day,
significantly contributing to the daily food requirements. The average price of fresh milk in the rural
markets is Ksh. 57 per litre which was 29 percent below the long-term average of Ksh. 80. The
commodity was more affordable enabling households that were not producing milk to consume and
therefore enable members obtain daily protein requirements

Mean CSI

3.3.3 Coping strategy
The reduced coping strategies index (CSI) in February for the County was 8.3 and has been on a
reducing trend since October 2019. The reducing rCSI trends imply that households applied slightly
lesser coping strategies when
10
compared to the period before short
rains onset. This could be attributed to
8
an improvement in food availability as
well as accessibility especially, milk
6
and vegetables that are now in plenty
in all livelihood zones. Most
4
commonly
employed
coping
mechanisms were reliance on less
2
preferred and/or expensive foods,
reducing the number of meals as well
as taking credit from neighbors and
0
Pastoral
Agro-pastoral
Casual Waged labour
shops. Other commonly employed
coping strategies are reduction in
portion or size of meals and Figure 8: Reduced Coping Strategies Index
borrowing. Households in the pastoral livelihood zone employed more coping strategies when
compared to their counterparts in the Agro-pastoral and Casual waged labor/employment livelihood
zones.
3.3 Utilization
3.3.1 Morbidity and mortality patterns
The most common diseases among children under five years from July to December 2019 in the
County remains; Upper respiratory tract infections (URTI), Diarrhea, Malaria among others as
compared to same period in 2018. Among the general population the leading causes of morbidity
include URTI, Urinary Tract Infection (UTI) skin diseases and eye infections.
The prevalence of those common diseases has increased by 33.3 percent compared to same period in
2018. This could be associated with.
i)
UHC providing FREE comprehensive health care services leading to large number of
populations seeking care from public facilities than from private clinics
ii)
Heavy rainfall realized in the season, leading to floods that destroyed pit latrines, contaminated
water sources and favorite ground for mosquito breeding
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There was an outbreak
of acute diarrhea and
vomiting in Kulamawe,
Garbatulla sub-county
and Daaba in Isiolo subcounty affecting over
100 people. This was a
result of consuming
meat and milk of
animals induced with
drugs. However, no
death was reported.

Jul.-Dec. 2018

Jul.-Dec. 2019

14000
12000

10000
8000

6000
4000
2000
0
measles

dysentry

diarrhoea

malaria

typhoid

Figure 9: Trends of epidemics and water-borne diseases

The crude mortality rate
(CMR) and under-five mortality rate is at 0.57 per 10,000 per day and 0.001/10,000/day respectively
based on nutrition survey of 2014. There is no significant variation in morbidity patterns across the
livelihood zones. There was a general reduction in epidemic and water borne diseases in the county
owing to the universal health care program. Morbidity among children under five years have also
decreased compared to the same period in 2018 due to ongoing integrated community case
management (ICCM) done by 720 CHVs and county wide UHC coverage.
 But morbidity for under-fives and general population increased
 The average distance to health facilities are 3-15km.
3.3.2 Immunization and Vitamin A supplementation
Fully immunized children increased slightly from 66.3 percent to 69.7 percent for July to December
2019 compared same period in 2018. However, the indicators have not yet reached the National target
of 80 percent due to:
i.
Long distances to health facilities
ii.
Acute antigen shortage in most health facilities
iii.
Low integrated outreach interventions.
iv.
Low proportion of functional Community Health Units leading to poor community-facility
linkage and poor defaulter tracing.
This, conversely, led to high morbidity patterns for under-fives as noted earlier.
Vitamin A supplementation semester coverage for children aged 6 -59 months was 120 percent for
July –December 2019. The High vitamin A coverage was achieved in the July-Dec. 2019 periods with
the county achieving over 120 percent coverage. This was attributed to well-coordinated Malezi bora
activities in the County by the ministry of health with support from partners. There was however an
over achievement of coverage in July-December 2019 owing to the influx of populations from the
neighboring counties including Samburu, Garissa and Marsabit. No variations were noted across the
livelihood zones. The intervention overachieved its target following a well-coordinated Malezi bora
with partner support; AAH, KRCS, CRS & MOH besides, UHC and ICCM interventions.
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Percent of Chilren at risk

3.3.2 Nutritional status and dietary diversity
According to NDMA’s monthly
Average 2015-2019
Yr 2019
Yr 2020
sentinel surveillance data, the
25.0
proportion of Children aged five years
and below who were “at risk of
20.0
malnutrition” (MUAC <135mm) was
10.2 percent in February which was 50
15.0
percent below the five-year average.
The proportion has been on a declining
10.0
trend since November 2019. The
improvement has been a partial
5.0
influence of increased fresh milk
accessibility to the under-five year old
0.0
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
children and increased accessibility
and frequency of meal intake.
Figure 10: Percent children at risk (MUAC<135)
Dietary diversity was poor across the
livelihood zones with most households consuming an average of four food groups, mainly cereals,
milk, beans and fats and sugars. This was common for both adults and children below five years of
age. However, with a significant availability of fresh milk in the Agro-pastoral and Pastoral Livelihood
Zones, children below five years took a glass of milk daily while adults resorted to tea either as
preference. Commonly consumed foods were ugali, rice, beans, milk and sometimes vegetables. Meat
was consumed occasionally with majority of households reporting an average of two times a week.
The well-off households consumed meat daily which is normal at this time of the year. Early initiation
currently is at 83.7 percent while exclusive breastfeeding is at 74.1 percent (MIYCN KABP 2018). A
significant decline in the malnutrition rates was noted in the County from year 2018 to 2019. This
could be partially attributed to good performance of MAM 2018 long rains and OND 2019 short rains.
Stunting rates also declined considerably over the period.
3.3.3 Sanitation and Hygiene
Main sources of water for domestic use are boreholes (piped into settlements/compounds), water
pans/dams, sand dams, rivers, shallow wells and springs. Majority of water sources apart from
boreholes and water delivered into homesteads and distribution kiosks are poorly protected to ward
off contamination and unauthorized access. The County has a very small proportion of shallow wells
such as Barambate location in Kinna ward and most of them are not protected. Overall, only about 65
percent of people practice hand washing at four critical points.
Households using water sourced from water pans, rivers and some sand dams have been sensitized to
treat before drinking or cooking. Most households have been provided with water treatment chemicals
such as Pur and Aqua tabs which have been distributed to all locations in all livelihood zones
especially where water sources are known to be contaminated. The County has a latrine coverage of
about 79 percent currently after much continuing efforts to have the community embrace the
community-led total sanitation (CLTS). However, there is much disparities in adequacy of latrine in
rural areas, as most households practice open defecation (OD).
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3.4 Trends of key food security indicators
Table 6: Food Security trends in Isiolo County
Indicator
Long rains assessment,
July 2019
Percent of maize stocks
0 (90 kg Bag)
held by households (Agropastoral)

Short rains assessment, Feb
2020
600 (90 kg bags)
52 percent of the total stocks
available in the county.

Livestock body condition

Cattle- Fair
Sheep- Fair
Goat- Fair
Camel- Good

Cattle- Good
Sheep- Good
Goat- Good
Camel- Good

Water consumption (litres
per person per day)
Price of maize (per kg)

Pastoral: 10
Agro-pastoral: 10-15
Casual waged labor: 15
Ksh. 62 per kilogram

Pastoral: 20
Agro-pastoral: 20
Casual waged labor: 20
Ksh. 51 per kilogram

Distance to grazing (Km)

Pastoral =2 – 4 Km

Pastoral =1 – 5 Km

Agro-pastoral=2 – 5 Km

Agro-pastoral= 1 – 10 Km

Terms of trade (Pastoral
zone)

56 Kilograms

71 Kilograms

Reduced Coping Strategy
Index (rCSI)

10.51

7.3

Food consumption score
(FCS)

Acceptable: 50.9
Borderline: 43.0
Poor: 6.1

Acceptable: 71.3
Borderline: 24.5
Poor: 4.2

3.5 Education
3.5.1 Enrolment
Enrolment for ECD, primary and secondary were relatively stable partially attributed to availability of
school feeding programme, government policy on 100 percent transition and County government
support on ECD. Opening up of two more secondary day schools in Kambi Garba and Dadacha Basa
also contributed to the increase. In secondary schools, participation was relatively stable in the third
term of 2019 and first term month of January and is mainly attributed to the enforcement of the 100
percent transition policy.
Table 7: Enrolment in ECD, Primary and Secondary
Enrollment

Term III 2019

Term I 2020 (includes new
students registered and dropouts since Term III 2018)
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Comments (reasons for
increase or decrease)

№ Boys

№ Girls

Total

№ Boys

№ Girls

Total

ECD

1330

1300

2630

1300

1300

2600

Decrease due to lack of food

Primary

2370

2520

4890

2390

2530

4920

Availability of SFP

Secondary

340

265

605

340

270

610

Increase due to 100% transition
of FDSE

Participation
Participation was generally stable in all levels. There was no change in participation in primary section
while in the ECD section, participation was 95 percent in the third term of 2019 which improved to
full participation in this years’ first term. Secondary section had a participation of 95 percent in the
third term of 2019 which improved to above 100 percent in the current term. Availability of meals
provided through the home-grown school feeding program helped improve the participation in primary
while the increase attendance towards the end of the third term 2019. There was no significant
difference between attendance of boys and girls was recorded. There was minimal transfer of students
and pupils within the three sub-counties and livelihood zones. Transfers into and out of the county are
attributed to migration and relocation of households/parents while others are influenced by preference
for affordable day schooling.
Retention
The county registered a dropout rate of one percent from January to February. This is significantly
lower than normal and can be attributed to little or no livestock migration and the absence of drought.
It is implied that households are relatively food secure due to better crop production and high livestock
productivity. The above average livestock prices have resulted in increased income for livestock
owners and this may have served to facilitate paying of school fees.
Comparatively an equal proportion of boys and girls dropped out of school. The main reason for
dropouts in girls is disinterest. Households see no value in girls progressing in school after attaining
puberty while boys expected to participate in income generating activities including casual labour,
sand harvesting and boda boda riding.
School Meals Programme
The county implements the government sponsored Regular School Feeding Programme for all public
primary schools. The current coverage stands at 29,228 (14,399 boys and 14,829 girls) pupils. An
additional 421 pupils (241 boys and 180 girls) in low cost boarding schools benefit from community
(parents and NGOs) supported school meals programme.

Table 8: School meals program beneficiaries
SFP

No. of Schools with
Feeding program

HGSP

38

Total number of beneficiaries
Boys
3,842
18

Girls
3,950

Total
7,792

RSMP

77

10,449

10,957

21,406

Total

115

14,291

14,907

29,198

This programme has the following impacts on the selected education indicators:
 Increased enrolment,
 High retention rates,
 Increased teacher- learner contact time (learners are maintained in school for longer periods in
a day)
 Increased attendance rates
 Reduced age of entry into school (students are introduced into school at age of 3 years)
As of February 2020, a total of 16,486 pupils (8059 boys and 8427 girls) were missing meals due to
delayed receipt of the allocated consignment. Occasionally children may go without meals due to the
following reasons.
 Non availability of fresh water for cooking.
 Allocations do not last for intended periods because ECD PUPILS are not catered for but
benefit from the programme. A total of 16,109 pupils (8,132 boys and 7,977 girls) in ECD
centres are not on any reliable school based programme.
Inter Sectoral links
Schools within urban centres have access to clean water. However, hand washing facilities aren’t
enough for the pupils. No cases of children going without meals because of non-availability of water
in schools. There is an urgent need for provision of meals and supplements for all pupils in preprimary
schools. A number of schools in the pastoral livelihood zone had their toilets destroyed by heavy
rains. The primary schools affected are Wabera, Oldonyiro, Kipsing, Gubatu, Bahari, Iresaboru,
Malkamansa, Sericho, Kombolla and Biliqi nur primary schools. There is need to construct new ones
and rehabilitate some of them to improve the toilet –pupil ratio.
There have been no incidences of insecurity in the county over year 2019 and therefore no special
security measures placed for teachers and children around schools. Cases of teen pregnancies have for
a long time been an issue of concern and were noted to be relatively prevalent to date. Recently in
February 2020, reported cases included one in Elsa, three in Chumviere, two in Ngaremara, one in
Oldonyiro and one in Waso. Eldera and Belgesh closed due to insecurity in late 2019 and are still
closed to date. Affected population in Eldera were 20 boys and 19 girls and in Belgesh,51 boys and
38 girls. This totals to 71 boys and 57 girls. These pupils have been placed in neighboring schools.
Closure of schools affected attendance. It also contributed to drop out of some pupils. Currently four
teachers are not regularly teaching. (2 each due to illness and alcohol rehabilitation programmes.
4.0 Food Security Prognosis
4.1 Prognosis Assumptions
Isiolo County food security prognosis for the next six months is based on the following assumptions:
 According to the greater horn of Africa climate outlook forum (GHACOF) there is a 30
percent probability that the March to May 2020 long rains are likely be average to above
average.
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Livestock prices are expected to remain above average throughout the scenario period due to
good body conditions boosted by above average forage that is expected to persist driven by a
forecasted average to above average long rains experienced from March through May.
Pest infestations by the Desert locust and Fall Army Worms are expected from June as the
rains subside creating conducive conditions for movement and breeding of the pests.
Following awareness campaigns and training of people on how to control them, it is expected
that the damage caused by them to forage and crops will be low to medium.
Following the forecasted average to above average and the current prevailing conditions, it is
anticipated that pooling of excess rainwater from late May will provide a conducive
environment for the Rift Valley Fever vector, the Aedes mosquito. This will likely result in
imposing of quarantines from June through August restricting the slaughter and sale of
livestock.

4.2 Food security Outlook for the next 6 months
Outlook for February to April
The above average forage will continue to drive livestock productivity. The available forage and water
is expected to last through the scenario period ensuring a steady supply of milk at a relatively stable
price. Harvesting of the short rains crop will continue through February providing food at household
level and in the markets dropping staple food prices. In March, the forecasted average to above
average long rains are expected to begin and bring about further replenishment of water and forage.
Available food stocks are expected to last through April in households maintaining food availability
at household level and keeping staple food prices within the averages due to low demand. Prices are
expected to remain stable at elevated levels as they maintain good body conditions. Consequently,
terms of trade will remain above average maintaining household food access. Nutrition status of
children under five years of age is expected to improve and remain below average for the scenario
period boosted by increased milk consumption at household level. Households will be able to meet
their food needs but at least one in five will be unable to meet their non-food needs hence the County
will be in Stressed (IPC Phase 2).
Outlook for May to July
The continuity of the long rains through May will continue to drive the replenishment of forage and
water resources maintaining high livestock productivity and low return trekking distances for both
livestock and domestic water sources. From late May, outbreaks of Rift Valley Fever may occur due
to standing water pools that may provide a habitat for the diseases’ mosquito vectors which may result
in quarantine restrictions on sale and slaughter of livestock in the affected areas affecting food and
income availability. From June the effect of the rains will continue as above average range resources
continue to improve livestock productivity. After the cessation of the rains the prevailing
environmental conditions will likely result in the hatching of previously laid egg masses of desert
locusts and fall armyworms resulting in large scale pest infestations of cropland and forage. However,
the infestations will likely only have a low to medium scale impact due to current awareness, above
average forage conditions and control measures in place in the County. Staple food prices are likely
to rise due to the threat of below average crop production as a result of damage by the pests however,
this is likely to be mitigated by above average livestock prices that would moderate the terms of trade
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and keep food access at near average levels. In July, the long rains harvest will become available
providing income through agricultural labor opportunities and food at household level albeit at average
to below average level. Nutrition status especially among children under five years of age will continue
to remain stable supported by milk consumption at household level. The pastoral and Agro-pastoral
Livelihood Zones will likely be Stressed (IPC Phase 2) during this period.
5.0 Conclusion and Interventions
5.1 Conclusion
5.1.1 Phase classification
The whole county is classified in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) in all the three livelihood zones. The key
food security driver is the above normal performance of the short rains season, that was well
distributed both spatially and temporary. The impact of the above normal performance of the short
rains was improved productivity in both animal and crop sectors enabling a significant increase in
household income with Food access significantly improved after a bumper harvest of food was
realized with surpluses finding their way to the market at affordable prices for the pure livestock
keepers to have their food purchases after selling their livestock. Food consumption and dietary
diversity have significantly improved due to enhanced availability. There have been an overall
improvement of the household purchasing powerful and thus food consumption and dietary diversity.
The level of food security is on an improvement trend and expected to improve further.
5.2 Summary of Findings
The 2019 short rains onset was early and a late cessation with an even temporal and spatial distribution.
The entire county received enhanced rainfall well above normal range, 220-350 percent of the normal.
Pasture and browse condition is good across all the livelihood zones and is expected to last into the
next season. Water is available for both domestic as well as livestock use without any rationing
programme throughout the county. Majority of residents especially in the pastoral and Agro-pastoral
Livelihood Zone did not treat water before drinking therefore standing an increased risk to water borne
diseases. There was above average crop production apart from cereals that were destroyed by fall army
worms in the Agro-pastoral Livelihood Zone. The harvests have led to an increase in the overall stocks
held by both households, traders and millers to be high above the long-term average. The prevailing
terms of trade of 74 kg/goat was 28 percent higher than the long-term average households hence a
better purchasing power for this period. The proportion of children at risk of malnutrition as measured
by MUAC (below 135.0mm) was 9.5 percent in January 2020, an improvement from 12.1 percent
recorded in July 2019. The figure is also below the long-term average of 17.7 percent implying a
relatively better nutritional situation when compared to the short-term average during this time of the
year. A considerably good proportion of the households (71.3 percent) had acceptable food
consumption, an indication that they are able to take the recommended meal frequency comprising of
cereals served with vegetables, high value protein compared to 24.5 percent who had a borderline food
consumption. The coping strategy index (CSI) was low at 7.3, implying that households had improved
access to food or money to buy food and ended up employing few coping strategies. The County is
classified in Stressed phased (IPC phase 2) in all the three livelihood zones.
5.3 Sub-county ranking
The table below shows the sub-county/ward ranking in order of the vulnerability as found out during
the assessment.
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Table 9: Sub-county/Ward ranking
Ward

Predominant
Livelihood

Oldonyiro

Pastoral

Food
Main food security threat / Contributing factors
security rank
(1-6)
1






Sericho

Pastoral

2

Garbatulla

Pastoral

3

Merti (Chari
and Cherab)

Pastoral

4

Kinna

Pastoral (small
parts are agropastoral)

5

Central
(Burat,
Bulapesa,&
Wabera,
Ngaremara

Agropastoral/Casual
waged labour/
employment

6

Very Good (5-6)

Good (4)

Poor availability of pasture due to low regeneration of
grass and herbaceous plants
Locust invasion and breeding site
Border conflicts with Laikipia county
Highly degraded land






Water shortage (low yielding borehole)
Poor access to markets
Poor livestock market and high food commodity prices
Dietary diversity is also poor due to poor access to a
variety of foods
 High risk/incidences of flooding
 High risk/incidence of flooding
 Prone to cross-border/resource-based conflicts.
 No functional livestock market and commodity
markets hence high food commodity prices
 Low food production in the area
 Poor livestock and commodity markets
 Long distance to water points in Cherab
 High prevalence of malnutrition in cherab
 Livestock diseases/Rabies
 Livestock in migration/camels
 High tse tse fly infestation on rangelands
 Nearness to good markets in Isiolo and Meru
 Good harvests
 Human wildlife conflicts in Burat ward
 Good rainfall performance
 Good access to food commodities and livestock
markets
 Pasture availability
Fair (3)
Poor (1-2)

Table 10: Population in need of food assistance
Rank Ward
Population
Percent in need
2019
(LRA)
1
Oldonyiro
55-60
2
Sericho
55-60
3
Garbatulla
50-55
4
Cherab
60-65
5
Charri
60-65
22

Percent in
need (SRA)
40-45
40-45
35-40
45-50
45-50

6
7
8
9

Kinna
Ngaremara
Burat
Bulapesa/Wabera

50-55
50-55
45-50
45-50

35-40
45-50
30-35
30-35

5.2 Ongoing Interventions
Table 11: Non-Food Interventions Ongoing
Sub
County

Intervention

Ward

No. of
benefi
ciaries

Impleme
nters

Impacts in terms of food
security

Cost

Time
Frame

2500

WFP
County
Govt

Improved nutritive food
5M
production
Behavior change towards
consumption of various food
items

January –
Dec.2020

National
govt
County
govt

Reduced crops and pasture
destruction

JanuaryJune 2020

County
govt

Funds[15M]

Agriculture sector
Isiolo
Garbatulla

Capacity
building on
nutrition
sensitive
agriculture

Ngeremara
Oldonyiro
Kinna
Burat

Isiolo
Garbatulla
Merti

Desert locust
control

All the 10
wards

Isiolo

Provision of
certified seeds

All 10 wards

12000

Merti

1.5M

Feb.-March
2020

national
governme
nt

Garbatula

partners
Isiolo
Merti

Crop Pests
and decease
control

All 10

12000

wards

Garbatula

County
governme
nt

-

Feb.-Dec.
2020

Funds

--

FebDec.2020

funds

-

Feb.-March
2020

Funds
chemicals

national
governme
nt
partners

Isiolo
Merti
Garbatula

Farmes
training on
crop
husbandry and
post- harvest
management

All 10 wards

3M

County
governme
nt
national
governme
nt
partners

Isiolo

Rehabilitation
of irrigation
canals

All 10 wards

6000

County
governme
nt

23

national
governme
nt

Merti
Garbatula

partners

Isiolo

Enhancement
of tractor
services

12000
All 10 wards

Merti

County
governme
nt

funds

-

Feb.-March
2020

1.5M

Feb.-March
2020

national
governme
nt

Garbatula

partners
Isiolo

Provision of
certified seeds

All 10 wards

12000

Merti
Garbatula

County
governme
nt

Funds[15M]

national
governme
nt
partners

Livestock sector
Isiolo

Capacity
strengthening
of pastoralist
on all aspect
of livestock
production

Isiolo, merti
and
Garbatulla

all

County
governme
nt and
Kenya
climate
smart
agricultur
e project
(KCSAP)

Regular
disease
surveillance

Isiolo, merti
and
Garbatulla

all

Veterinar
y
departme
nt

Ring
vaccination
against PPR

Garbatulla

3,000

VSF and
county
Governm
ent

Vaccination
against FMD
and LSD

Garbatullla

600
FMD
4700
LSD

VSF and
County
Govt

-key community priorities in
order to address food
security identified

Controlled spread of the
disease
Reduce mortality

7.6m

Health and Nutrition
Isiolo,
G/Tulla,
Merti

Vitamin. A
Supplementati
on

All health
facilities

28762

MoH and
implemen
ting
partners

24

650000

Immediately

3823

MoH and
implemen
ting
partners

0

Immediately

3902

MoH and
implemen
ting
partners

120000

Immediately

7192

MoH and
implemen
ting
partners

500000

Immediately

24860

MoH and
implemen
ting
partners

54 sites

0

MoH and
implemen
ting
partners

4000000

Immediately

Isiolo,
G/Tulla,
Merti

Promotion of
Hand
Washing,
distribution of
water
treatment
chemicals,
CLTS

All health
facilities

18740
3

MoH and
implemen
ting
partners

3000000

Immediately

Isiolo,
G/Tulla,
Merti

Food
Fortification

Whole
population

18740
3

MoH and
implemen
ting
partners

1000000

Immediately

Merti Sub
County

Construction
of 26,000m3
Chapa
Mohammed
water pan

Cherab ward

2,000
person
s

DRSLP

12m

Garbatulla
Sub
County

Construction
of 38,000m3
Hergeisa
water pan

Garbatulla
ward

2,000
person
s

DRSLP

15m

Garbatulla
Sub
County

Belgesh
borehole

Sericho ward

2,000

Isiolo
County
Govt

4m

Garbatulla
Sub
County

Solar
installations
and equipping
and pipeline
extensions of

Kinna ward

Isiolo,
G/Tulla,
Merti

Zinc
Supplementati
on

All health
facilities

Isiolo,
G/Tulla,
Merti

Management
of Acute
Malnutrition
(IMAM)

All health
facilities

Isiolo,
G/Tulla,
Merti

Iron Folate
Supplementati
on among
Pregnant
Women

All health
facilities

Isiolo,
G/Tulla,
Merti

Deworming

All health
facilities

Isiolo,
G/Tulla,
Merti

Integrated
outreaches,

Immediately

Water sector

2,000

Isiolo
County
Govt

25

FY 2019/20

3.9m

FY 2019/20

Kinna CDF
borehole
Garbatulla
Sub
County

Solar
installations
and equipping
and pipeline
extensions of
Garfasa
borehole

Garbatulla
ward

2,000

Isiolo
County
Govt

4.6m

FY
20119/20

Improvement
of
infrastructure
(classrooms
and toilets)
through
government
capitation of
6000 shs per
child per year
in secondary
schools

All
wards

6630

Reduced burden on
parents/households to
develop school
infrastructure
Improved child friendly
school environments that
support effective curriculum
implementation
Improved school
environments that is gender
responsive. This increases
retention of girls.

Ongoing

Provision of
greenhouses

1309 (St
Pauls
Kiwanjani
, Isiolo
Boys and
Uhuru
Secondar
y schools)

Production of vegetables
that enrich school meals,
generation of income from
sales

ongoing

Drilling of
borehole

200
(Isiolo
Boys)

Increased acreage for
farming

ongoing

Education sector
ISIOLO
I

5.2.2 Food interventions
Inter
venti
on

Objective

Specific
Location

Activit
y target

All
health
facilities

16161

Cost

No. of
benefici
aries

Impleme
ntation
Time
Frame

Implementa
tion
stakeholders

Health and nutrition
Isiolo,
G/Tulla,
Merti

MIYCN
Interventions
(EBF and Timely
Intro
of

26

MoH
and
implementin
g partners

100000

Isiolo, G/Tulla,
Merti

complementary
Foods)
Education
Isiolo,
Garbatulla,
Merti

29228 (all
the
115
public
primary
schools)

Regular SFP

Provision
of
one
meal a day
(lunch)

ongoing

Remarks: Resources required, Available resources, Contribution of each stakeholder
5.3 Recommended Interventions
5.3.1 Food interventions
5.3.2 Non-food interventions
County

Intervention

Sub County

No. of
beneficiaries

Proposed
Implementers

Require Available Time
d
Resources Frame
Resource
s

Livestock
Isiolo

Vaccination
against FMD and
LSD

Garbatulla

3,0000

Development
partners,
county
government
and national
government

Funds

-

Before end
of March
2020

Vaccination and
deworming

Garbatulla

3,000

Department of
veterinary,
FAO, Caritus

Funds,
vaccines

vaccines

Before end
March 2020

Peace meetings

Garbatulla

2,000

County
government
and provincial
administration

funds

Peace
Before end
committee of March
s, security 2020
personnel

100

MOE

Dormitor Ample
y,
land
funding
for
purchase
of
foodstuff
s

Livestock
Garbatulla

Establishment of
low-cost
boarding
schooling in
Rapsu Primary
School

27

Within the
year

Isiolo, Merti
and Garbatulla

Establishment of
reliable school
feeding
programme for
all ECD pupils

16109

County
Government of
Isiolo

Cash to
schools/f
ood in
kind

immediatel
y

Isiolo County

Sensitization of
parents
/community on
the on changes
on legal
framework of
provision of
basic education

330 (2 school
board of
management
members
from the 115
primary
schools)
78 (board of
management
members
from
secondary
schools)

Partners,
NGOs, MOE,
County
Government

Funds to
cater for
training
logistics.

none

Isiolo County

Fencing of
schools with
arable land to
enable them
practice farming,
provision of
inputs and
training

Elsa,
Kilimani,
Leparua,
Akili,
Shambani.
Kambi ya juu
primary
schools.
Elsa
Secondary
schools.

Ministry of
Agriculture,
partners.

Funds

none

Isiolo,
Garbatulla and
Mert

Food for fees

4000 needy
children
across the
county

GoK through
the Ministry of
Interior

Foodstuff none
s

Cherab

5,000 persons

County /

30m

April

immediatel
y

Water
Immediate interventions
Merti Sub
County

Pipeline to tanks
and to consumer
points in Korbesa,
Saleti, Mataarba
and Godarupa

Regional/
National level
WASH
partners

Medium- and Long-term interventions

28

Technical FY 2019/20
teams
available

Merti,
Garbatulla and
Isiolo Sub
County

Rehabilitation/rep
air of existing
water supplies to
improve overall
performance

Cherab,
Oldonyiro,
Sericho, Kinna

10,000
persons

County /

30m

Regional/

0

FY
2019/2020

National level
WASH
partners

-civil works
(repair of leaking
tanks
- broken pipes
and fittings
-Replacement of
draw pipes and
fittings
-overhaul of
serviceable
generators
Merti and
Garbatulla sub
county

De-salination of
Water points to
improve water
quality

Dogogicha,
Bambot/MadoUrura, Belgesh,
Malkadaka

4,000 persons
and 30,000
livestock

County /

8m

FY 20192020

5M

FY 20192020

84m

FY 20192020

96M

FY 2019

Regional/
National level
WASH
partners

Isiolo Sub
County

Construction of
Rumate sand dam

Oldonyiro

1,000 persons

County /
Regional/
National level
WASH
partners

County wide

County wide

Drilling
boreholes,
equipping and
construction of
water supply
infrastructure for
domestic use

County wide
(Lakole, Sericho,
Modogashe,
Malkadaka,
Badana,
Oldonyiro and
Tuale)

8,000 persons
and 30,000
livestock

Drilling
boreholes,
equipping and
construction of
water supply
infrastructure for
livestock use

County wide
(Qone Daaba,
Delbek,
Bertume,
Dolowachu,
Kobe on Salad,
Hawayee,

20,000
persons and
200,000
livestock

County /
Regional/
National level
WASH
partners

29

National
Government
(DRSLP)
/County

Oldonyiroi and
Burat I)
Health and Nutrition
Immediate interventions
County
wide

Scale up mass
screening services

Isiolo, Merti and
Garbatulla Sub
Counties

29688

MoH, and
other partners
(UNICEF,
ACF, KRCS).

3,500,00
0

0

6 months

County
wide

Scale up no. of
facilities offering
IMAM and IMAM
Surge Services

46 HF’s
(IMAM)

SAM –

MoH, and
other partners
(UNICEF,
ACF, KRCS).

1,700,00
0

0

6 months

30 HF’s (IMAM
Surge)

MAM -

29688 (6 to
59 Months)

MoH, and
other partners
(UNICEF,
ACF, CRS,
CARITAS, KRAPID)

1,200,00
0

0

6 months

All nutrition
sensitive and
specific
organization

360,000/- 0

6 Months

MOH and
other
implementing
partners
(UNICEF,
ACF, KRCS)

2,400,00
0

County
wide

Strengthen
micronutrient
supplementation
(Zinc, IFAS,
MNP’s,
Deworming)

56 HF’s

County
wide

Strengthen
coordination
mechanism at Sub
County level

Isiolo, Merti and
Garbatulla Sub
Counties

County
wide

Capacity building of
new/untrained
Health workers on
IMAM, MIYCN,
IMAM, Surge

56 HF’s

County

Strengthen Nutrition
Advocacy

County

60 Pax

County
wide

Scale up integrated
outreach services
across the county

55 outreach sites

62460

Training - 80
HW’s newly
recruited
OJT – 210
HW’s

Medium term and long-term

30

700,000

MoH, Beyond
zero and other
partners

12,960,0
00

6 Months

0

12 months

County
wide

Intensify CLTS
initiatives

31 Households

MoH, and
other partners
(UNICEF,
ACF, CRS,
CARITAS,
ADS, WVI
and NDMA
etc

1000000

County
wide

Supply and
distribution of water
treatment chemicals
– Pur, Water
guard,water maker
and chlorine tablet

Waso, Twale,
Oldonyiro,
Biliqi, Badana
Raro,
Malkagalla,
Awarsitu, Saleti,
Mataarba,
Fororsa, belgesh,
Gubadid, Duse,
Malkadaka,
Korbesa

MoH, and
other partners
(UNICEF,
ACF, CRS,
CARITAS,
ADS, WVI
etc)

18,00000
0
(10,000h
hs*2*10*
30*3 =
18,000,0
00)

Garbatulla

Establishment of
low cost
boarding
schooling in
Rapsu Primary
School

100

MOE

Isiolo, Merti
and
Garbatulla

Establishment of
reliable school
feeding
programme for
all ECD pupils

16109

County
Cash to
Governm schools/fo
ent of
od in kind
Isiolo

Isiolo
County

Sensitization of
parents
/community on
the on changes
on legal
framework of
provision of
basic education

330 (2 school
board of
management
members from
the 115
primary
schools)
78 (board of
management
members from
secondary
schools)

Partners,
NGOs,
MOE,
County
Governm
ent

Isiolo
County

Fencing of
schools with
arable land to
enable them

Elsa, Kilimani,
Leparua, Akili,
Shambani.
Kambi ya juu

Ministry Funds
of
Agricultu

189000

0

3 months ,

Education

31

Dormitory, Ample land
funding
for
purchase
of
foodstuffs

Funds to none
cater for
training
logistics.

none

Isiolo,
Garbatulla
and Merti

practice farming,
provision of
inputs and
training

primary
schools.
Elsa
Secondary
schools.

re,
partners.

Food for fees

4000 needy
children across
the county

GoK
through
the
Ministry
of
Interior

32

Foodstuffs none

