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Executive Summary 

The long rains food security assessment was conducted from 6th to 17th August 2018 in Wajir 

County and was led by the Kenya Food Security Steering Group (KFSSG) in partnership with the 

County Steering Group (CSG). The overall objective of the seasonal assessment was to analyse 

and determine the impact of the 2018 long rains on food and nutrition security, taking into account 

the cumulative effects of previous seasons and other shocks and hazards. In particular, the 

assessment explored the impact of the season on food availability, access and utilization by looking 

at the contributing factors and outcomes, and at how each sector has been affected. The ultimate 

goal was to provide recommendations for possible response options, based on the situation 

analysis. The assessment covered eight sub-counties of Wajir with the unit of analysis being the 

livelihood zones, therefore, the assessment report is the definitive statement on food security in 

Wajir County. 

The above-average 2018 March-April-May long rains have improved the recovery and 

regeneration of rangeland resources. The quality and quantity of pasture and browse is good in 

most parts of the county except Adamasajida and Hadado wards in the pastoral all species 

livelihood zone and Burder and Sabuli Wards in the pastoral cattle livelihood area which 

experiences minimal regeneration due to cumulative effects of the previous poor rain seasons that 

has left the land bare and limited rangeland recovery. Improvement in livestock body condition 

and good availability of forage and water has supported conception rates for all species, with 

ongoing calving, lambing, and kidding, helping restore livestock lost during the recent drought. 

However, calving rate in pastoral cattle and parts of pastoral all species and pastoral camel 

livelihood zones was below normal due to cumulative effects of the previous poor seasons that 

affected breeding. Camels and cattle in these areas were in-calf and/or were being served during 

this period hence household will realize the benefits in the next season.   

The enhanced and widespread rains resulted in flash floods which caused deaths, displaced people, 

destroyed cropland and property including infrastructure. About 3,105 households were displaced 

and 6 people killed. The floods negatively impacted on market supplies and humanitarian 

operations especially in the month of April and May 2018. Limited market supplies and high 

transports costs led to a spike in market prices that constrained food access for the poor households. 

Rift Valley Fever (RVF) outbreak in June 2018 prompted the government to institute a quarantine 

prohibiting the slaughter, sale, and movement of livestock. Although the ban on local market was 

lifted on 7th July 2018, export of livestock and livestock products is still restricted.  In addition, 

spontaneous and sporadic outbreak of bush fires has been experienced in various parts of the 

county since mid-July 2018, burning vast area of the grazing land and reversing the gains earned 

from the enhanced 2018 long rains.  

Improvement in rangeland resources has supported livestock production, boosting milk 

availability and income at the household level. Although milk production is below the long term 

average, (LTA) it has improved tremendously when compared to the previous season. Favorable 

terms of trade (TOT) has also improved the purchasing power and market access for the 

predominantly pastoralist households, who rely entirely dependent on market purchases to meet 

their food needs. Currently proceeds from the sale of a medium size goat could purchase 83 kg of 

maize which can sustain a household for about two months. Improvement in household food 
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utilization was evidently depicted in the high proportion (above 90 percent) of households 

consuming 3 or more food groups. The food consumed are mainly sugar, milk, cereals and oil 

hence the diet was mostly deficient of the much needed minerals, vitamins and plant proteins. 

Majority of the households are consuming 2-3 meals per day which in normal for the season.  

Household food consumption has improved considerably resulting in increased proportion of 

households with acceptable food consumption score (88.1 percent). This improvement in food 

consumption is largely attributed to increased household milk consumption. The mean reducing 

coping strategy (rCSI) is 16, as most households are less frequently engaging in consumption-

based coping strategies and are employing less severe coping strategies. Moreover, majority of 

households (52.3%) are using stressed livelihood coping strategies and the proportion of 

households employing crisis and emergency livelihood coping strategies has reduced significantly. 

As a result of the improvement in food consumption and dietary diversity, the nutrition situation 

has improved from critical (15-19.9%) in 2017 to serious (10 – 14.9%) in 2018.  

Wajir County is stressed (IPC Phase 2) food security outcomes where most households have 

minimally adequate food consumption but are unable to afford some essential non expenditures 

without engaging in irreversible coping strategies. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 County Background 

Wajir County is located in the North Eastern region of 

Kenya between latitudes 3° N 60‘N and 0o 20‘N and 

Longitudes 39° E and 41° E and covers an area of 

56,685.9 Km2. It borders Somalia to the East, Ethiopia to 

the North, Mandera County to the Northeast, Isiolo 

County to the South West, Marsabit County to the West 

and Garissa County to the South. The county comprises 

of eight sub-counties namely Wajir East, Tarbaj, Wajir 

West, Eldas, Wajir North, Buna, Habaswein and Wajir 

South. It is further divided into 28 divisions, 128 

locations and 159 sub-locations. The County has a total 

population of 661,941 people (KNBS 2009 census). The 

county is divided into six administrative sub counties 

namely: Wajir North, Wajir South, Wajir West, Wajir 

East, Tarbaj and Eldas. The main livelihood zones are agro-pastoral, pastoral all species, pastoral 

cattle, pastoral camel, and formal/informal employment in various proportions shown in Figure 

1.Livestock production contributes 70 percent of household income in both pastoral all species 

and pastoral cattle, 60 percent in Agro pastoral and 55 percent in pastoral camel livelihood zones. 

Crop production contribute to 30 percent of household income in Agro pastoral and 15 percent in 

the other livelihood zones.   

1.2 Methodology and approach 

The overall objective of the assessment was to develop an objective, evidence-based and 

transparent food security situation analysis following the March to May (MAM) 2018 long rains 

season taking into account the cumulative effect of the previous seasons, and to provide 

recommendations for possible response options, based on the situation analysis.    

The overall assessment processes and methodologies were coordinated and developed by the 

County Steering Group (CSG) in collaboration with the Kenya Food Security Steering Group 

(KFSSG). The county team collected secondary data (included livelihood zone baseline data, 

drought monitoring information, monthly nutrition surveillance data, price data and satellite 

imagery) and more information was collected by the CSG members from various departments 

through checklists.  A transect drive across the county was done to collect information from the 

community and households using community interview guides in each sector. The teams also 

visited health and education institutions to gather relevant information. Visual inspection 

techniques were used to obtain qualitative data. The field data was collated, reviewed, analyzed 

and triangulated to verify its validity. After the field drive and analysis of field data, the CSG was 

debriefed to verify the report from the field. The results from sampled areas, along with outcomes 

of discussions with the larger CSG and secondary data analysis, were used to draw inferences for 

non-visited areas situated in similar livelihood zones. The findings and recommendations were 

made for planning purposes. The integrated food security phase classification (IPC Version 2.0) 

was employed in classifying severity levels of food insecurity in different livelihood zones. 

  

Figure 1: Livelihood Zones 
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2.0 DRIVERS OF FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY IN THE COUNTY 

2.1 Rainfall Performance  
The onset of the long rains was early in the first 

dekad of March compared to normal onset in the 

third dekad of March. Cumulatively, the County 

received 341mm of rain as compared to the long 

term average (152mm). The temporal 

distribution was good with peak of the rains in 

the second dekad of April (133 mm). The spatial 

distribution was good with Wajir South, Wajir 

East, Tarbaj and parts of Wajir North above 350 

percent of normal rainfall. Wajir West, Eldas 

and part of Wajir North received 200-350 

percent of normal rainfall. Few pockets of Wajir 

West received between 110-125 percent of 

normal. The cessation was normal in the first 

dekad of May.  

 

 2.2 Floods 

The enhanced and widespread rains resulted in flash floods which caused deaths, displaced people, 

destroyed croplands and property including infrastructure, and also negatively impacted on market 

supplies and humanitarian operations. Approximately 5,391 households were affected by the flash 

Floods in different parts of Wajir County. About 3,105 people are estimated to have been displaced 

and 6 people killed. Over 500 livestock, mainly shoats were washed away as a result of flash floods 

and thunder/lightening across the county. In addition, increased in both human and livestock 

diseases has been reported. Wajir was cut off for road transport as the heavy rains damaged both 

Garissa-Wajir highway and Moyale-Wajir Roads.  This limited market supplies and increased 

prices leading to food shortages and exacerbating household food insecurity.  

2.3 Rift Valley Fever (RVF) 

Wajir County confirmed Rift Valley Fever (RVF) outbreak on 7th June 2018. The total number of 

cases line-listed were 82, with 6 deaths (CFR 7.3%). Out of the 72 samples tested using PCR, 15 

(20%) were confirmed positive. Of the 56 animal Samples tested, 14 shoats and 15camels were 

confirmed positive. The County Departments of Livestock and Health instituted a quarantine 

across the county prohibiting the slaughter, sale, and movement of livestock through early July. 

The department of Vetenary services heightened surveillance, awareness creation and vector 

control across the county. So far, about 90,000 livestock, in areas that were considered to be 

moderately free from RVF, have been vaccinated. This include Wajir North East and Tarbaj sub-

counties. Although the ban on local market was lifted on 7th July 2018, export of livestock and 

livestock products is still restricted until the county is RVF free. Nonetheless, the vector is still 

active along Lorian swamp, this was confirmed in the last week of July when 37 percent of the 35 

samples collected in Habaswein and Arablow area of Wajir South tuned positive (9 sheep and 4 

goats).  

Figure 2: RFE Long Rains Performance 
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2.4 Insecurity/Conflict 

Incidents of insecurity were reported in parts of Wajir North (Basir North, Lakole North, Kuraw, 

and Sala) and Eldas Sub County (Basir, Lakole South, Masalale) due to conflict over 

administrative boundary. This affected access to pasture and water. There was also reported case 

of resource based conflicts in Argane, and Ibrahim Ure in Wajir East sub-county between two 

warring sub-clans.  

2.5 Wild Fires 

In the month of August 2018, Wajir experienced spontaneous and sporadic outbreak of bush fires 

in various parts of the County such as Boji in Wajir West, Dela in Eldas and Habaswein in Wajir 

South and Batalu in Wajir North that burned about 54 km2 of the grazing land. There has been no 

concrete explanation of the cause of these fires. This is considerably reversing the gains earned 

from the enhanced 2018 long rains. 
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3. IMPACTS OF DRIVERS ON FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY 

3.1 Availability  

Livestock is the main source of food availability in Wajir, and a primary source of food and income 

for most households.  Over 70 percent of the population rely livestock production, for their food 

and income. Food availability is also influenced by food import from other counties, which covers 

food shortages in the County and stabilizes market prices. Food assistance by the National and 

County Government as well as humanitarian agencies is a source of food availability for many 

vulnerable households in Wajir. Adequate availability of food is a prerequisite for people to meet 

basic food needs, but often the mere presence of food does not ensure access to “sufficient, safe, 

and nutritious food.” 

3.1.1 Crops Production 

Crop production activities are mainly carried out in Lorian swamp and along the drainage lines in 

Wajir North which usually receives enhanced precipitation compared to other parts of the county. 

Moreover, efforts have been put by Wajir County Government and development partners towards 

increasing crops productivity through irrigated agriculture in various parts of the County. The main 

food crops grown in Wajir are maize, sorghum, millet, cow peas, beans and green grams. Cash 

crops grown are mainly water melon, tomatoes, Kales, spinach, onions, capsicum and fruit trees, 

(mangoes, pawpaw, citrus and lemon). Long rains season is usually the most reliable for crop 

production due to longer wet period (60 to 90 days) and enhanced precipitation compared to the 

short rains season (50 to 60 days). The long rains contribute to approximately 69 percent of the 

annual food produced in the county. The acreage under food crops is approximate 3,823 hectares 

with the total arable land being 1,024.06 Km2. Majority of the farms are small scale with average 

holding of 2.4 hectares mostly used for food crop farming. Due to aridity of the county, food 

production is limited and contributes 30 percent and 15 percent to household income in the agro 

pastoral and pastoral livelihood zones respectively.  

a) Rain-fed Crop Production 

Rain-fed crop production is practised in depressions and along drainage lines where there is more 

moisture due to seasonal flooding especially in Wajir North which originates from Ethiopian 

highlands. Performance of Maize, sorghum and cowpeas during the 2018 long rains production 

season is as tabulated below.  

Table 1: Rain-fed crop production 

Crop   Area planted 

during 2018 

long rains 

season  (Ha) 

LRA (5yrs) 

area  planted 

during the short  rains 

season (Ha) 

2018 long rains 

season production 

(90 kg bags) 

Actual 

LTA production 

during the long 

rains season  (90 kg 

bags) 

1.Maize  215 270 3,180 1,820 

2.Sorghum  385 320 4,360 3690 

3.Cowpeas  68 69 615 525 

Following the poor performance of the maize crop over successive depressed rain seasons, coupled 

with the increasing demand and favorable market prices of other crops, farmers are gradually 

replacing maize with sorghum, which is drought tolerant. As a result, the acreage under maize crop 

during the long rain season decreased by 21 percent while the area under sorghum increased by 17 

percent. Increase in area under sorghum is also attributed to the mechanized land preparation as 
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well as the extensive campaign in favor of sorghum by the department of agriculture through Asset 

Creation programme.  

Production for Maize increased by 43 percent while sorghum and cow peas increased by 15 

percent. The significant improvement in production was mainly attributed to the above-average 

seasonal rainfall that was favorably distributed over time and space. The increased uptake of 

certified seeds and enhanced extension services contributed considerably to the improvement in 

production. Nonetheless, the average production per hectares was below the optimal ranges for 

both maize (15bags/ha) and Sorghum (11bags/ha against potential yield of 20-50bags/ha), 

primarily attributed to the declining soil fertility and loss of nutrients through soil erosion. Invasion 

of Quelea birds and other pests greatly reduced the yield.  

b) Irrigated Crop Production 

In the recent past, most farmers have been shifting from rain-fed farming, which is becoming 

unreliable due to erratic rain, to irrigated horticultural production that fetches relatively high prices 

in the market. The main crops produced under irrigated agriculture are vegetable crops which 

include tomatoes, bulb onions and kales. Irrigation is mainly carried out on small scale by either 

use of shallow wells or water pans.  The performance of the irrigated crops this season is shown 

in table 2 below.  

Table 1: Irrigated Crops 

Crop  Area planted 

during the 2018 

long rains season 

(ha) 

STA (3 years) 

area planted during 

short rains season 

(ha) 

2018 long rains 

season production 

(90 kg bags/MT) 

actual 

STA (3 years) 

production short 

rains season 

(90 kg bags/MT) 

1. Watermelon 41 50 124 108 

2. Tomatoes 23 32 96 139 

3. Kales 17 20 72 73 
 

Though the area under irrigation in the period under review was below the short term average, 

there is a notable increase of 31 percent when compared to the previous season. Enhanced long 

rains provided adequate recharge of the surface and underground water sources used for irrigation. 

There has been deliberate efforts by the national and county government to promote irrigated 

agriculture through construction of water harvesting structures and establishing irrigation 

infrastructure in various parts of the county.  Production of watermelon increased by 13 percent 

while kales was comparable to the short term average. The improved production was as a result of 

adequate moisture following the record-high rainfall and availability of high quality seeds. The 

cumulative production of tomatoes was 31 percent below the short term average, mainly due to 

high incidence of diseases resulting from prolonged dump conditions. 

Farmers experienced post-harvest losses, estimated at 20 – 30 percent of the harvest, due to poor 

transport infrastructure and storage facilities, which make the farmers to lose income due to early 

disposal, reduced quality of the stored produce and spoilage. The main storage facilities in the 

county include cribs, grain banks and granaries. Underground grain banks are very common in 

Wajir north specifically for sorghum storage.    
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3.1.2 Cereals stock 

Table 3 Quantities held currently (90-kg bags) 

Commodity 

 

Maize Rice Sorghum Green gram TOTAL 

Current  LTA Current  LTA Current  LTA Current  LTA Current  LTA 

Farmers 2000 1123 0 0 2750 2350 0 0 4750 3470 

Traders 18,900 18500 37,800 39,700 1300 1100 0 0 58000 59300 

Millers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Food Aid/NCPB 0 0 0 0 7,720 210 0 0 7720 2340 

Total          70470  

The cereal stocks with farmers are 27 percent above LTA as a result increased yields of maize and 

sorghum following enhanced long rains. 98% of stocks with traders are imports from other 

counties. Maize and sorghum stocks are slightly above long tern average; this can be attributed to 

the locally produced produce which farmers sold to the traders. The monthly cereal requirement 

for the county is approximately 5,400 MT. the current maize, sorghum and rice stocks of 6300 MT 

is adequate for more than one month. Available stocks of other processed cereals estimated at 6700 

MT will boost the total cereals stocks for the county. Though market supply will ensure availability 

of food, household access will be limited by purchasing power.  
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3.1.3 Livestock Production  

Major livestock species kept in the county are camel, goat, cattle, sheep and donkey. Livestock 

production contributes 61 percent of cash income in the agro-pastoral livelihood zone, 71 percent 

in the pastoral all species livelihood zone, 56 percent in the pastoral camel livelihood zone and 71 

percent in the pastoral cattle livelihood zone. Current season has positively improved livestock 

productivity across the county due to adequate rainfall experienced during the period attributing 

to pasture, browse and water availability.   

Pasture and browse situation 

Pasture and browse Condition improved significantly as a result of above normal rainfall witnessed 

during MAM in all livelihood zones. The condition is good except pockets of pastoral cattle and 

pastoral all species livelihood zones in Burder, Wara, Lolkuta North and Hadado due cumulative 

effects of the previous seasons. These pockets had limited pasture seeds for adequate regeneration 

caused by over grazing during the previous seasons and surface run off. Improved pasture and 

browse will enhance livestock body condition due to reduced trekking distances and migration. 

Table 4: Pasture and browse condition  
Livelihood 

zone  

 Pasture    Browse   

Condition  How long to last 

(Months)  

Factors   

Limiting 

access  

Condition  How long to last (Months)  Factors   

Limiting 

access   

Current  Normal  Current  Norma 

l  

  Current  Normal  Current  Normal    

Agro  

pastoral   

Good   Good  1-2 months 

(Sept-Oct) 

2-3 

months  

-N/A Good  Good  2-3month 3-4 months  -N/A  

Pastoral all 

species   

Good -

Fair 

Good  1-2 months 

(Sept-Oct)  

2- 3 

months  

-N/A  Good   Good   2-3months 

(Sept-Oct)  

3-4 months   -N/A 

  

Pastoral 

cattle   

Good-fair   Good   1-2 months 

(Sept-Oct )  

2- 3 

months  

-N/A 

  

Good   Good   2-3 month  

(Sept-Oct)  

3 -4 months   -N/A 

  

Pastoral 

camel    

Good     Good  1-2 months 

(Sept-Oct )  

2 months  N/A Good   Good   2-3 month  

(Sept-Oct)  

3-4 months   N/A 

  

 

Livestock Productivity   

Livestock body condition  

Livestock body condition for all species (cattle, camels, goats and sheep) in all livelihood zones  

was good, except pockets of pastoral all species livelihood zone in Wajir West (Wara, Lolkuta, 

and Athibohol) and  pastoral cattle livelihood zone in Wajir South (Burder, Arablow) which are 

in fair condition  due to poor regeneration of pasture and browse as indicated in Table 5. Improved 

livestock body condition will enhance production of milk, meat, livestock market prices and 

nutrition status of children under five thus making the households food secure. 
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Table 5: Livestock Body Condition  
Livelihood zone  Cattle  Sheep  Goat  Camel  

Current  Normal  Current  Normal  Current  Normal  Current  Normal  

Agro  

pastoral   

Good  Good   Good Good     Good    Good     Good    Good     

Pastoral all  Good-

fair 

Good     Good-

Fair 

Good    Good  Good  Good Good   

Pastoral cattle   Good-

fair 

Good    Good-

Fair 

Good    Good  Good    Good  Good    

Pastoral camel    Good Good    Good Good  Good    Good    Good    Good    

 

Birth Rate, Milk Availability and Consumption   

In all the livelihood zones, kidding and lambing were normal as a result of adequate pasture, 

browse and water attributed to above normal rainfall. In pockets of agro-pastoral and pastoral all 

species livelihood zones, calving rates in camel and cattle are normal, while in pastoral cattle and 

pastoral camel livelihood zones are below normal. The calving rates are normal due to improved 

pasture and browse as a result of early onset of the MAM, coupled with cumulative effects of the 

previous seasons which were better in these livelihood zones as opposed to the rest of the county. 

However, calving rate in pastoral cattle and pastoral camel livelihood zones in Wajir South and 

Wajir East have shown below normal due to late regeneration of pasture and browse attributed to 

depressed rainfall experienced during previous season. Pastoralists in these livelihood zones 

indicated that the camels and cattle were in-calf and/or were being served during this period. 

Milk production and consumption per household per day are near normal to the LTA as shown in 

Table 6 below which is attributed to the improved livestock body condition and increased birth 

rates. Household milk production in the agro-pastoral and pastoral all species livelihood zones 

were a bit higher than other pastoral livelihood zones due to higher calving and kidding rates. Milk 

production and consumption at household level is on a declining trend across the livelihood zones. 

Market prices of milk across all livelihood zones are below the LTA due to availability of milk. 

Table 6: Milk Production, Consumption and Prices  
Livelihood zone  

  

Milk Production 

(Litres)/HH/Day    

Milk consumption 

(Litres)/HH/Day   

Prices (Ksh.)/Litre  

Current   LTA   Current   LTA   Current   LTA    

Agro pastoral   3 3  1.5 2 60 80 

Pastoral  all species  3  4 1.8 2  60 80 

Pastoral cattle   2 3  1.0 2  70 80 

Pastoral camel  2.5 5 1.5  3  70 80 

Tropical Livestock Units   

The average livestock tropical livestock units (TLUs) per household were lower than normal 

across the livelihood zones and level of income. The reasons for the decrease may be attributed to 

the cumulative effects of previous seasons where majority of households sold part of their stock 

as a drought copying strategy.    
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Table 7: TLU by Livelihood Zones  

Livelihood zone  Poor income households  Medium income households  

Current  Normal  Current  Normal  

Agro pastoral   1-3 1-5 3-8 10-15 

Pastoral  all species  2-6 3-6  6-10  10-15 

Pastoral cattle   2-6 3-6  8-12 12-25 

Pastoral camel  2-8  3-6  10-15  15-25  

 

Livestock Water Access  

The major water sources for livestock in all the livelihood zones are shallow wells, boreholes and 

water pans as shown in Table 8 below: In all the livelihood zones, the water pans were fully 

recharged during the long rains due to above normal rains and this is likely to last for two to three 

months, except   Pastoral all species in Wajir West and pastoral cattle livelihood zones in Wajir 

South which are expected to last for one to three months. Boreholes are however on minimal use 

across the livelihood zones. The return livestock trekking distance from grazing areas to water 

sources was 3 - 8 kilometers, which is above normal of 5 – 10 kilometers at this time of the year.  

Watering frequency is 3 – 4 days for cattle, 1-2 days for goats and sheep   and one day for Camel 

in a week compared to normal 7 days, 4 days and 7 - 14 days respectively.  

Table 8: Water availability and access  

Livelihood 

zone  

Sources   Return average 

distances (km)   

Expected duration to 

last (months)  

Water Frequency 

  Current  Normal  Current  Normal  Current  Normal  Current Normal 

Agro 

pastoral   

Water 

pans  

Shallow 

wells  

Water 

pans  

3-6 5-8  2-3(Sept-

Oct) 

4  1-2day 4 days 

Pastoral 

camel  

Water 

pans  

Boreholes 

Water 

pans  

Borehole 

3-8 6-10 2-3 (Sept-

Oct) 

3  1 day 7-14days 

Pastoral 

 al

l species  

Shallow 

wells  

Boreholes  

Water 

pans  

Shallow 

wells  

Boreholes  

Water 

pans 

3-6 10 1-3(Aug-

Oct)  

3    

Pastoral 

cattle  

Boreholes 

Water 

pans  

Boreholes 

Water 

pans 

4-6  6-8  1-3(Aug-

Oct)  

3  3- 4 

days 

7 days 

 

Migration, Livestock Diseases and Mortalities  

In-Migrations of livestock from Mandera were reported during the period though it was minimal, 

the movement of livestock is towards Wajir North, in search of pasture, browse and water. The 

migrations is normal at this time of the year.  Incidence of livestock diseases were reported mainly 

CBPP, PPR, CCPP and sheep and goat pox in Pastoral camel in Wajir East, Pastoral cattle 

livelihood zones in Wajir south in Dambas, Haragal and Ibrahim Urey.  
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3.1.4 Impact on availability  

Improvement in rangeland resources is supporting livestock production, boosting milk availability 

and income at the household level. Although milk production is below the long term average, 

(LTA) it has improved tremendously when compared to the previous season. Moreover, livestock 

are currently grazing near homesteads thus availability of milk and income.  

Although cereals production through rain-fed cropping was 35 percent above the LTA, the 

quantities are too little to impact food availability in the County. Food availability is therefore 

influenced by food import from other counties, which covers the food shortages and stabilizes 

market prices. Current stock volumes in the market will ensure availability of food in the next 2-3 

months.  

3.2 Access 

Access to stable and sustainable food supplies is a precondition for the establishment of food 

security at the household level.  

3.2.1 Markets and trade  

Most trading activities are concentrated in the main livestock and foodstuffs markets in Wajir 

County which include; Wajir, Habaswein, Bute, Griftu, Buna, Eldas and Tarbaj. The main products 

traded in the markets were livestock and livestock products, crop produce and other household 

items sourced locally and from Nairobi, Thika, Meru and Nanyuki Markets as well as Somalia and 

Ethiopia. All food markets were operational with free access and flow of commodities into and 

out of the County. Livestock market was affected by the quarantine instituted in June following 

the outbreak of rift valley fever. This led to loss of income for the pastoral households who rely 

on livestock sales. Although the ban on local markets was lifted, exportation of livestock and 

livestock products outside the County is still restricted.  

 

Maize prices  
Maize price remained stable throughout the 

season and was comparable to the LTA. The 

stability in maize prices was attributed to 

increase supply from the import markets of 

Meru, Moyale and Thika as well as 

distribution of food aid by the National 

Government and WFP. 

The trend of Maize was stable and 

comparable to the LTA from January to June 

except February which increased 

significantly due to low supply attributed to 

reduced stock volumes at the main supply 

markets. Though Maize is not a staple food 

consumed in the county. Most commonly consumed food are; rice, pasta (spaghetti), wheat flour, 

meat and milk are the main staple food. 
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In July 2018, the price of a medium size goat was 

Ksh. 3,990, which was within the LTA. Average 

price of goat has increased by 30 percent 

between February and July 2018.   The steady 

increase between February and April was due to 

pastoral households hold their herds in 

Anticipation of better long rains. Other the other 

hand the gradual increase in prices between May 

and July was as a result of improvement in 

livestock body conditions as well as 

reopening of livestock markets after lifting 

of the quarantine that was in place following 

outbreak of rift-valley fever. The seasonal 

festivals of Iddul-fitri also contributed to the 

increased prices.  

             

3.2.2 Terms of Trade (ToT)  
  

Livestock-to-cereal terms of trade (TOT) 

have increased gradually since February 

and have remained favourable compared 

to the same season last year. The 

improvement in TOT is attributed to the 

fairly steady increase in livestock prices 

against relatively stable cereal prices. In 

July 2018, proceeds from sale of a goat 

could purchase 83 kilograms of maize 

which can sustain a household for 2 

months, thus improving food access for 

the pastoral households who rely on 

markets for staple foods.  

 

3.2.3 Income Sources.  

The main sources of income in the county include livestock and food crop production contributing 

70 and 30 percent to household income respectively.  The improved livestock production activities 

have increased household income and improved the purchasing power. The majority of poor 

households are entirely dependent on market purchases to meet their minimum food needs. Other 

sources of income noted at the time of the assessment include: casual waged labor, sale of charcoal, 

petty trade, remittances and the sale of firewood.   

 

3.2.4 Water Access and Availability 

The Major water sources in the county   are boreholes, water pans and shallow wells. There are 

about 298 boreholes, 280 medium size and small seasonal water pans and over 22,000 shallow 

wells. Some of the water points are saline in nature especially boreholes and shallow wells. 

Currently 281 boreholes are operational, 10 boreholes have not been equipped while seven are 

non-operational (Basir, Lakole South, Mashinben, Bojigaras, Machesa, Salalma, Elyunis) due to 
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breakdown of the gensets and submersible pumps. Currently most of the livelihood zones in the 

county use water pans and shallow wells, except few areas in pastoral all species in Wajir West, 

pastoral cattle in Wajir South and pastoral camel livelihood zones that use borehole such as 

Dambas, Arbajahan, Qarsekoftu, Athibohol, Abakore, Darfur and Meri. 80 percent of the water 

pans were fully recharged during the MAM rainfall. There is minimal utilization of boreholes in 

all livelihood zones, which is normal at this time of the year. There is no high concentration at the 

water points in all livelihood zones except pockets of Agro-pastoral areas in Wajir North which 

had an in-migration from Mandera especially Qudama and Danaba in search of pasture. 

Most of the water pans are expected to last for duration of 2-3 months, apart from few areas in 

Wajir West and Wajir South lasting for a period of 1-2 months. Water wells in Wajir town have 

high recharge level as a result of above normal rainfall experienced during long rains, where 

households purchase water from the merchants who draw water from boreholes and wells.   

Distances to Water Sources, Waiting time, water consumption and cost   

Current average return trekking distances to domestic water sources in all livelihood zones ranges 

between 2-6 kilometers as compared to normal of 10-15kilometers. However, average return 

distances differ from one livelihood zone to another and varies depending on the concentration of 

households at the water point. The longest trekking distances were experienced in few areas in 

pastoral all species in Wajir west and Agro-pastoral areas such as Wara, Qonchore and Sirey due 

to salinity of the borehole at Wara while others rely on water pans in nearby villages.  

Consumption of water per person per day was normal (15 liters— 20liters) as a result of good 

recharged levels of the water sources due to above normal rainfall witnessed during the long rains.  

The current waiting time in most water sources is 0-5 minutes compared to a normal of 10-15 

minutes at this time of the year.  

In almost all livelihood zones, the water sources are water pans and no cost is incurred in accessing 

the water. Where the water is sold, average cost of water per 20 liters jerican is Ksh 2-5 as 

compared to normal of Ksh5-10 which is below normal, especially for accessing this commodity 

from the boreholes. However, in Wajir town where cost remain normal at Ksh 25 per 20 litres 

jerican owing to its urban nature. 
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3.2.5 Food Consumption 

Food Consumption Score (FCS) and Coping Strategy Index (CSI) 

Household food access has improved 

significantly resulting in increased proportion 

of households with acceptable food 

consumption score to 88.1percentin May 

2018, compared to 71 percent in May 2017. 

Households in borderline and poor FCS have 

reduced to 9.9 percent and two percent 

respectively. The significant shift of 

households from poor and borderline to 

acceptable FCS is indicative of improve 

household dietary diversity and meal 

consumption, resulting from the enhanced 

livestock production and increased household 

milk consumption. The favorable terms of 

trade (TOT) has improved the purchasing 

power and market access for the predominantly pastoralist households. 

The mean reducing coping strategy (rCSI) is 16, as most households are less frequently engaging 

in consumption-based coping strategies and are employing less severe coping strategies such as; 

reduction in portion size and number of meals eaten per day and reliance on less preferred/less 

expensive food. Only 27.3 percent employed severe consumption coping strategies such as 

borrowing food and reducing quantity of food consumed by adults to ensure that children had 

enough to eat. Female headed (rCSI 19.2) households employed more coping strategies than male 

headed households (rCSI 16.6). 

According to FSOM, the number of households 

not employing any livelihood coping strategy has 

increased from 5.5 percent in 2017 to 29.8 

percent in May 2018, whist is indicative of 

significant improvement in food availability and 

access from the normal livelihood assets. 

Majority households (52.3%) are using stressed 

livelihood coping strategies and the proportion of 

households employing crisis and emergency 

livelihood coping strategies has reduced 

significantly from 23.4  and 17.9 percent in May 

2017 to 12.3  and 5.6 percent in May 2018 

respectively. Nonetheless, there are more female 

headed households using crisis and emergency 

livelihood coping strategies compared to male 

headed households. 

Figure 7: Livelihood Coping Strategy 
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Figure 6: Food Consumption Score 
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3.3 Utilization 

3.3.1 Morbidity and Mortality Patterns 

According to District Health Information System (DHIS), upper respiratory tract infection (URTI), 

which is aggravated by climatic changes, is the leading cause of morbidity for both children under 

five years and general population since 2016 (Figure 7 and 8). Cases of urinary tract infection 

(UTI) has been on a rise since 2016 and is currently the second leading cause of morbidity for the 

general population. Diarrhoea was high in children under 5 years, though it remained within the 

seasonal.  The upsurge in diarrhoea cases among children was mainly attributed to poor sanitation 

and hygiene conditions during the rainy season. Pneumonia, which is equally triggered by weather 

changes, remained relatively stable within seasonal ranges for both under5s and the general 

population.  Nonetheless, incidences of other diseases of respiration has been on decline since 

2016.  The seasonal increase in morbidity among children under 5years could be the reason for 

increased admissions in IMAM programmes at a time when the household food consumption was 

improving. 

The county government has prioritized access to health care by establishing and operationalizing 

health facilities in remote villages of wajir thus contributing the increase in cases reported due to 

increased utilization of health services. From the community dialogues and key informant 

interviews, it was evident that lifestyle diseases such as hypertension, diabetes and cancer are 

emerging as top diseases of importance for the general population especially in the urban and peri-

urban dwellings.  Outbreak of Rift valley fever was confirmed on 7th June 2018. Total cases line-

listed are 82 with a case fatality rate of 7.1 percent. 
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3.3.2 Immunization and Vitamin A supplementation 

The DHIS report shows that fully immunized child (FIC) coverage for the county from January to 

June 2018 is 12 percent higher than the coverage for the same period in 2017, though it is still 

below the national target of 80 percent.  OPV1, OPV3 and measles coverage has equally increased 

significantly when compared to 2017. The increased immunization coverage is mainly as a result 

of increased access to 

health care following 

operationalization of new 

health facilities as well as 

the intensified medical 

outreach services covering 

hard to reach villages in the 

County. Increase in OPV 3 

and Measles coverage 

depicts an improvement in 

utilization of immunization 

services, which could be 

attributed to increased 

awareness creation 

especially during Malezi 

bora week and 

immunization campaigns.   

Nutrition survey reports show that vitamin A supplementation for children under 12 months 

increased by 23 percent in July 2018 as compared to the same period in 2017. The coverage was 

higher in Agro-pastoral than pastoral livelihood zone, thought the county average is still below the 

national target of 80 percent. However, Vitamin A supplementation for children aged one to five 

years is comparable to 2017 and also below the national target. The relatively high coverage is 

attributed to a county-wide vitamin A supplementation campaign carried out in May 2018. 

Livelihood Zone Vitamin A supplementation for  

Children less than one year old (SMART 

Survey) 

Vitamin A supplementation for 

children 1 to 5 years’ old  

(SMART Survey) 

July 2017 July 2018 July 2017 July 2018 

Pastoral  51% 69% 76% 68% 

Agro-pastoral  57% 84% 69% 68% 

County Average 54% 77% 72% 68% 
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3.3.3 Nutrition Status and Dietary Diversity  

The improvement in household food 

utilization is evidently depicted in the high 

proportion (above 90 percent) of households 

consuming 3 or more food groups. 

According to the July 2018 nutrition survey, 

Households in pastoral livelihood are more 

likely to consume more than 5 food groups, 

probably due to increased milk availability 

and improved household income from sale 

of livestock prices. However, most women 

(86% in pastoral and 60% in agro-pastoral) 

are consuming less than five food groups 

and this could contribute to the persistently 

significant level of stunting in the county. 

The food consumed are mainly sugar, milk, 

cereals and oil hence the diet is mostly 

lacking legumes, vegetable and fruits, making it deficient of the much needed minerals, vitamins 

and plant proteins. Majority of the households are consuming 2-3 meals per day which in normal 

for the season. 

The nutrition survey results also 

revealed that nutrition situation 

in the County has improved as 

compared to last year. Global 

Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates 

have reduced from critical (15-

19.9%) in 2017 to serious (10 – 

14.9%) in 2018. The significant 

reduction in the prevalence of 

malnutrition is largely attributed 

to the improvement in household 

food access, as evident in the 

increase in improved food 

consumption and dietary 

diversity.  
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Despite improvement in the nutrition situation, new admissions in both programs outpatient 

therapeutic programme (OTP) and supplementary feeding programme (SFP) increased in May 

2018 compared to previous years. This increment in moderate and severe acute malnutrition can 

be attributed to increased morbidity following above-normal rainfall received during the season 

under review. Diarrhea cases in the month of May 2018 was 12% higher compared to same period 

last year. There was also active case finding carried out by the department in this month during 

Malezi bora week in May which contributed considerable to the increased new cases reported. In 

addition, the county-wide health and nutrition outreach activities supported by Global alliance of 

vaccine and immunization (GAVI) and CORE group has improved coverage for nutrition services.  
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3.3.4 Sanitation and Hygiene 

80 percent of the population drink water from open and unprotected sources. Notably, 75 percent 

and 56 percent of the households in pastoral and agro-pastoral livelihood zones respectively do 

not treat their water, thus increasing their vulnerability to waterborne diseases. The latrine 

coverage is low at 53 percent in agro pastoral and 34 percent in pastoral. The high level of open 

defecation predisposes the community to disease transmitted through fecal-oral route. In addition, 

only 33 percent pastoral and 27 percent in agro-pastoral wash hand during the four critical times.    

3.4 Trends of key food security indicators 

The key food security indicators include maize stocks, livestock body condition, water 

consumption, distance to grazing, ToT, milk consumption and CSI.  The key food security 

indicators for previous and current seasonal level (Table 19). 

 
Table 2: Food security trends in Wajir County 

Indicator  Short rains assessment, Feb 2018 Long rains assessment August 

2018 

Percent of maize stocks held by 

households (Agro-pastoral).  

Nil Nil  

Livestock body condition  Fair to Good Good 

Water consumption (litres per person 

per day).  

10-15 15-20 

Price of maize (per kg)  Ksh. 50 Ksh. 48 

Distance to grazing  8-12 2-6 

Terms of trade (pastoral zone)  62Kg 83Kg 

Coping strategy index (CSI)  Agro-pastoral: 8.3 

Pastoral: 8.4 

Pastoral all species: 4 

rCSI: 16 

Food Consumption Score(FCS)  Poor: 16 

Borderline: 35 

Acceptable: 49 

Poor: 2 

Borderline: 9.9 

Acceptable: 88.1 
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Cross – Cutting Issues 

3.5  Education 

Education is considered one vital way to break the cycle of poverty.  However, food insecurity 

remains a major barrier to achieving universal education in Wajir County. It affects school 

enrolment and attendance, and also limit the capacity to concentrate and perform in school. Food 

insecure families also face higher opportunity costs in sending children to school because they 

could earn and provide means of subsistence to the household members. Such opportunity costs 

are even larger if school fees exist.  

3.5.1 Enrolment 

Current enrolment for Early Childhood Development and Education (ECDE) for children between 

3-5 years’ category is 16324 whereby 8764 are boys and 7560 are girls.  This is an improvement 

of 17 percent when compared to first term 2018.  Moreover, the proportion of girls in ECD has 

slightly increased from 43 to 46 percent. The provision of quality education for the girl child hinges 

on establishment of more ECDE centers, promoting enrolment and recruitment of more teachers. 

ECD canters are 244 with a teacher/pupil ratio is 1:92 and transition rate of 90 per cent. 

Primary school enrolment increased by nine percent in term two when compared to term one 2018. 

Particularly, the girl child enrolment has improved over time at it now stands at 42 percent of the 

total enrolment.  The improvement in enrolment, especially for the girls is attributed to the ongoing 

enrolment drive, provision of school meals, girl child education programme by SCI, and the 

UNICEF funded bring children back to school programme.  Notably, there are 225,594 children 

in the primary school age bracket (6-13 years) though only 27 percent are in the 227 public primary 

schools in the County. This can be attributed to nomadism, high poverty level and illiteracy. The 

low enrolment has contributed to the low literacy levels in the county, at 23.6 per cent, that makes 

it difficult for the pastoralists to access crucial agricultural information and other technologies 

regarding crop and livestock production.  

Enrolment for secondary school remain relatively stable and on an increasing trend with an 

improvement of between 1-6 percent registered in the second term of 2018 in all sub counties 

35,655
32,238 32,722 34,981

22,783 23,257 22,557
25,686

58,438
55,495 55,279

60,667

Term 2, 2017 Term 3, 2017 Term 2, 2018 Term 3, 2018

Boys Girls Total

Figure 14: Primary School Enrolment 
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According to 2009 national census, there are 78,782 eligible students in the secondary school going 

age group (14-17years), of which 48,037 are boys and 30,745 are girls.  However, it is only 21 

percent in this age group are currently in secondary schools. This reflects a strong need for 

promoting programmes aimed at increasing enrolment. 
 

Table: Access (Enrollment in Numbers) 

 

Despite many obstacles enrolment rates are relatively high suggesting a change in attitude of 

parents in the area towards education which could, in part, be attributed to the campaign by 

government and non-governmental organizations to promote school enrolment. Other contribution 

factors include free primary and secondary education, Digital Literacy Programme, and provision 

of school meals.  
 

3.5.2 Participation 

The average attendance rate is 93 percent for boys and 91 percent for girls, which is higher 

compared to 85 and 82 percent for boys and girls respectively in term one of 2018. Low attendance 

was reported in schools in parts of Buna, Tarbaj and Wajir East that were temporarily affected by 

inter-clan conflicts and the al-Shabaab menace. The attendance of girls remain lover that boys as 

girls continue to face challenges related to menstrual hygiene and their role in supporting domestic 

chores. Both enrolment and attendance was low in term one of 2018, mainly because on the mass 

transfer of teachers that paralyzed learning in most schools in the county. The situation was further 

aggravated by the January-March dry spell that debilitated the rangeland conditions thus affecting 

crop and livestock production, limiting food access at household level.      
 

3.5.3  Retention 

The drop-out rate for both boys and girls was low at less than 0.5 percent for primary and secondary 

schools. ECD had the highest dropout rate, which could be attributed the preference of Duksis by 

parents and nomadism as families are more likely to move with the young children leaving the 

older ones with relatives to allow them continue schooling. In Primary schools, the boy child was 

most affected as they are most engaged in animal husbandry.  Gils had the highest dropout rate in 

secondary school, which could be attributed to early marriage and the negative cultural beliefs 

towards the girl child education. It is evident that regular food intake, either through improved 

household food access or provision of regular school meals, is vital for the continuity of retention 

of pupils in schools. The meals represent an indirect income transfer to households and a powerful 

incentive for families to continue to invest in education, despite their livelihoods being under 

stress.   

Table: Retention (Dropout Rate) 

Indicator End of Term I 2018 End of Term II 2018 

 Term I 2018 Term II 2018 

Enrollment No. of  Boys 
No. of  

Girls 
Total No. of  Boys 

No. of  

Girls 
Total 

ECD 7927 6076 14003 8764 7560 16324 

Primary 34407 24204 58611 34981 25686 60667 

Secondary 10239 6041 16279 10264 6215 16479 
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Students dropped out from 

school 

No. of  

Boys 

No. of  

Girls 

% dropout No. of 

Boys 

No. of 

Girls 

% dropout 

ECD 200 173 2.66% 157 128 1.75% 

Primary 166 107 0.47% 127 84 0.35% 

Secondary 31 49 0.44% 19 24 0.38 

 

The government through the ministry of education and the ministry of interior is enforcing 100 

percent transition for both ECD to primary and primary to secondary school. This enforcement is 

supported by the free primary and free secondary education programmes which has greatly 

lessened the burden of education on parents by removing tuition fee, which was major barriers to 

education. Although transition rate has not reached the 100 percent, it is anticipated that by second 

term it will be above 90 percent for both boys and girls. 

3.5.4 School meals programme 

The school meals program has contributed greatly to improved enrollment, retention and increased 

transition rate. There are 55,594 children from the 229 primary schools in wajir who are benefiting 

from the regular school meals programme (RSMP). WFP systematically handed over provision of 

meals to the Government by June 2018 in line with the transitioning strategy that among other 

things ensured strengthening of government capacities to lead and manage the programme. The 

government has gradually taken over the responsibility of providing meals to schools since 2009, 

hence the transitioning demonstrated strong national commitment to continuing and expanding the 

school feeding programme and shifting from a donor-finance programme to a nationally-led 

programme.  

 

3.5.5 Inter Sectoral links where available  

Wajir County is wanting. The LRA checklists from sub-counties show that currently 85 percent of 

schools do not have safe water sources and even the available water supply is not constantly 

available.  79 percent of schools don’t have hand washing facilities while 14 percent don’t have 

latrines (mostly new rural schools). In most schools about 30 to 50 percent of latrines are not 

functional due to structural damage. The Ministry of Education (MOE) is working with partners 

to strengthen the school health clubs and ensure implementation of the school health policy. MOE 

and WFP carried out nutrition and WASH training for school health club teachers and cooks from 

all public primary school in a bid to improve hygiene and sanitation situation and promote optimal 

nutrition practices in school children and the school community.  

Expansion of physical infrastructure, including class rooms and sanitary facilities, to cater for the 

increase of students is critical and urgent for the County.  Recruiting more teachers will also be 

necessary for improving learning outcomes especially at primary school level. Establishment of 

tertiary institution, offering professional courses will help in improving post-secondary transition 

and enhancing human resource and skills development. 
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4.0 Food Security Prognosis  

4.1 Assumptions  

The short rains are likely to be above normal or below normal in October to December. Forage 

and water resources are projected to last to the next rains in October and expected to support 

livestock productivity, especially average to above-average livestock prices and near-average milk 

production.  

Availability and accessibility of milk is likely to decline during the month of August going into 

October and thereafter improve milk production during the onset of the rains.   

The prices of essential food commodities are likely remain stable during August going to October 

mid-2018 and thereafter increase as a result of cutting off  the roads during the short rains 

impacting negatively on food availability and Accessibility. Rangeland conditions are expected to 

decline slightly in August to mid October 2018 and thereafter improve after the onset of the short 

rains.    

4.2 Food Security Outcomes from August to October 2018  

Food security situation in the county is likely to remain stable in the coming three months as a 

result of above normal rainfall experienced during the long rains. This is   attributed to availability 

and accessibility of food commodities in the market and improved pastoralist household 

purchasing power.  

Pasture and browse are likely to deteriorate in the month of August and September and thereafter 

improve mid-October due to above normal rainfall expected during short rains, leading to 

improved livestock body condition and increased milk production and consumption at household 

level. Malnutrition levels for children are likely to deteriorate slightly and improve during the short 

rains. The average trekking distance to water sources for livestock is probable to reduce due to 

gradual depletion of water pan thus making households to revert to boreholes and shallow wells. 

The waiting time at the water sources and the cost is expected to increase due to gradual 

deterioration of water pans. Livestock prices are also expected   to remain stable thus increasing 

the purchasing power at the household level. 

4.3 Food Security Outcomes from November 2018 to January 2019 

The short rains is likely to increase livestock and crop production, thus improving food availability 

and accessibility, making households food secure. Pasture and browse situation are also expected 

to be good in all livelihood zones since the available pasture will last for the next rains thus 

improving availability and Access. Livestock body condition are possible to be good in November 

going to January 2018 due to the anticipated short rains where it is expected to be above normal. 

Milk production and consumption at pastoral household are expected to rise, hence improving 

nutritional status of children under five. Distance to grazing areas and water points will likely 

decrease significantly thus improving the livestock body condition and reduce waiting time and 

cost. Terms of trade will be favorable as the prices of goat will be good and maize prices will be 

stable in all livelihood zones thus increase the purchasing power of pastoral  households. 
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5.0 Conclusion and Interventions  

5.1 Conclusion  

5.1.1 Phase classification  

The current food security situation in the county is stressed (phase 2), The food security condition 

is likely to remain stable in the next two to three months. The stability is as a result of above 

normal rains, reduced trekking distance, Favorable Terms of Trade, Minimal migration and 

improve milk production. Other causes to be observed are the nutrition status, livestock body 

condition, Trekking distance to water points, situations of grazing, market prices and coping 

strategies.  

5.1.2 Summary of the Findings 

¶ Above-average long rains have tremendously improved the recovery and regeneration of 

rangeland resources which is supporting livestock production, boosting milk availability and 

income at the household level. 

¶  Household food access has improved considerably resulting in increased proportion of 

households with acceptable food consumption score to 88.1% in May 2018, compared to 71% 

in May 2017.  

¶ Households in borderline and poor FCS have reduced to 9.9% and 2% respectively2. The 

significant shift of households from poor and borderline to acceptable FCS is largely attributed 

to increased household milk consumption. 

¶  Favorable terms of trade (TOT) has also improved the purchasing power and market access 

for the predominantly pastoralist households. The improvement in household food utilization 

was evidently depicted in the high proportion (above 90 percent) of households consuming 3 

or more food groups3. Households in pastoral livelihood were more likely to consume more 

than 5 food groups. The food consumed are mainly sugar, milk, cereals and oil hence the diet 

was mostly lacking legumes, vegetable and fruits, making it deficient of the much needed 

minerals, vitamins and plant proteins. Majority of the households are consuming 2-3 meals per 

day which in normal for the season.  

¶ The mean reducing coping strategy (rCSI) is 16, as most households are less frequently 

engaging in consumption-based coping strategies and are employing less severe coping 

strategies. 

¶ The nutrition situation in the County has improved from critical (15-19.9%) in 2017 to serious 

(10 – 14.9%) in 2018. The significant reduction in the prevalence of malnutrition is largely 

attributed to the improvement in household food access, as evident in the increase in improved 

food consumption and dietary diversity. 
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5.1.3 Sub County Ranking  

Ranking of sub-county in order of food insecurity severity   

Table 13: sub-county ranking in terms of food insecurity  

 

Sub County 

Pop in need 

( percent range 

min – max) 

Proposed mode 

of intervention 

Main Food Security Threats 

Wajir West 15-25 HSNP/FFA  

Water scarcity, total crop failures,  poor pasture and 

browse, migration,  reduced livestock production and 

productivity, livestock diseases and predation  

Wajir South 15-25 HSNP/FFA 
Water scarcity, massive migration, poor pastures, 

overgrazing, poor livestock prices and predation 

Eldas 15-20 HSNP/FFA 
Water scarcity, depleting forage resources, migration, 

livestock diseases and predation  

Wajir East 15-20 HSNP/FFA  
Poor pasture, water scarcity, outmigration, lack of 

milk, depleting vegetation conditions and predation  

Tarbaj 10-15 HSNP/FFA  
Water scarcity, depleting pasture, poor livestock 

prices, low production of milk.  

Wajir North 10-15 HSNP/FFA  

Water sources diminishing, fair to poor pasture, 

livestock diseases, migration, reduced livestock 

production (milk) and predation 
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5.2 Ongoing Interventions  

5.2.1 Food Interventions  

The Major food assistance interventions ongoing were the asset creation programme by WFP that 

targets 28,000 beneficiaries and cash transfers by the Hunger Safety Net Programme by the 

National Drought Management Authority.  

5.2.2 Non-food Interventions  

Table 14: On-going non-food interventions  

County   Sub County  Intervention  No. of 

beneficia

ries  

Implementers  Impacts  on food 

security  

Cost ( 

Kshs)  

Time Frame  

1. Livestock sector       

IMMEDIATE      

Wajir  All Sub Counties   Livestock 

Disease  

surveillance   

2,000 HH  CGW (DALF)  

NDMA  

RPLRP  

SDL  

Improve animal 

health to increased 

productivity    

1M   Ongoing 

MEDIUM AND LONG TERM      

Wajir  Wajir West  

Wajir North  

Wajir South  

Wajir East  

Excavation of 

water pans for 

livestock use  

4  CGW (DALF)  Improved  

access  to  

water  

120M  On-going  

 Wajir West Awareness 

creation and 

Extension 

service 

100 DLPO.NGO,N

DMA 

Increase services  Immediate 

 All sub-counties Supply of range 

cubes and UM 

Mineral Blocks 

520 RPLRP/DALF

/NDMA 

Increase food acess 15m 2018/2019 

2. Agriculture sector        

IMMEDIATE      

Wajir  All  sub counties  Extension 

services   

6,000 HH  CGW (DALF)  

  

Improve food 

production  

2M  July- Sept 2018 

All sub 

counties  

All wards Timely land 

preparation [ 

ploughing] 

3000 HH Agriculture Will maximize on 

Short rains to 

produce crops  

5000000 By September 

 

 

Wajir  All sub-counties Timely 

distribution of 

certified seeds 

3000 HH Agriculture Will maximize on 

Short rains to 

produce crops 

5000000  

 

By September 

Wajir  All sub counties  Food for asset 

(FFA)  

28,000 

HH  

CGW (DALF) 

WFP  

Improve food 

production 

through trainings 

and  

asset creation  

8M  On-going  

MEDIUM AND LONG TERM       

All Sub 

counties 

All wards Enhanced water 

harvesting  

3000 HH Agriculture Will enhance 

capacity to grow 

food through 

irrigation 

100,000,0

00 

3 years 

 

 All Wards Installation of 

modern irrigation 

systems 

3000 HH Agriculture Will enhance 

irrigation 

efficiency hence 

more yields  

30,000,00

0 

 

3 years 
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 All Wards Promotion of 

suitable crops 

3000 HH Agriculture Will increase the 

acreage under 

adaptive crops 

hence more food 

produced.  

20,000,00

0 

 2  years 

3. Health and sanitation  sector        

IMMEDIATE       

Wajir  All  Sub  

Counties  

Management  

of  acute  

malnutrition  

(IMAM  

All 

facilities  

CGW (Health) 

Unicef  

Improve the 

nutrition status of 

U5  

  Aug-Sept 2018 -

ongoing 

Wajir  All sub counties  Human disease 

surveillance  

Whole 

county  

CGW (Health)  Early warning and 

preparedness 

enhanced  

  Continuous   

Wajir  All  sub counties  Outreach 

programs  

82 centres  CGW (Health)  

Unicef  

Save  the  

Children  

Enhanced 

coverage and 

 health  

services delivery  

  Aug –Dec  

2018 

MEDIUM AND LONG TERM       

4. Water sector         

IMMEDIATE       

Wajir Wajir south-Dadajabulla Equipping of old 

boreholes 

2000 WCG 4M  Sept-Oct 2018 

Wajir Eldas-Kilikiley Purchase of 

Genset 

2000 CGW Improve water 

accessibility 

5m Ongoing 

 Kilikiley Fast Moving 

Spare parts 

2000 CGW Avoid 

Concentration 

200000 Ongoing 

Wajir  All  sub counties  Borehole 

maintenance   

As per 

demand  

CGW (Water)  

Oxfam  

NDMA  

Red cross  

CARITAS  

Ensure steady  

supply  of  

water  

3M  Continuous  

MEDIUM AND LONG TERM       

Wajir Wajir East Excavation of 

40,000M3 water 

pan at Sita Wario 

village 

 

1600 RPLRP Increase access to 

water by reducing 

trekking distance 

in search of the 

commodity 

 

18M 2018/2019 



31 

 

Wajir Eldas Digging  and 

capping a new 

shallow well and 

rehabilitating a 

shallow well 

 

1900 Department of 

water and 

sanitation 

Increase access to 

water by reducing 

trekking distance 

in search of the 

commodity 

 2018/2019 

Wajir Abakore Construction of 

water tanks 

15000 World vision Increase access to 

water by reducing 

trekking distance 

in search of the 

commodity 

5m 2018/2019 

 Habaswein Capacity 

Building and 

Training of 

Water user 

Association 

25 World vision Improvemanagem

ent of water 

50,000 2018/2019 

5. Education sector         

IMMEDIATE       

MEDIUM AND LONG TERM       

    None             

                

6. Social Protection       

Wajir  All  sub counties  Hunger Safety 

Net Program  

(HSNP)  – 

Regular  

19,000 NDMA  46,855,000      
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5.3 Recommended Interventions  

5.3.1 Food Interventions  

Table 15: Recommended food interventions  

County  Sub County    Intervention  No. of 

beneficiaries  

Proposed 

Implementers  

Required 

Resources  

Available 

Resources   

Time Frame  

1. Agriculture Sector        

Wajir

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wajir 

All wards Develop an IPM  

for Wajir county 

7000 HH Agriculture 3000,000 3,000,000 By June 2019 

All sub-

counties 

Intensify disease 

and pest 

surveillance  

7000HH Agriculture 2,000,000 2,000,000 Immediately  

All wards Improvement of 

grain storage 

facilities 

7000 HH Agriculture  2,000,000  20,000,000  2 years 

  Value addition 

and fortification 

of sorghum  

7000 HH Agriculture Will 

encourage 

communities 

to consume 

locally 

produced food 

30,000,000 4 years 

5.3.2 Non Food Interventions  

Table 16: Recommended non-food interventions  

County  Sub County    Intervention  No. of 

beneficiaries  

Proposed 

Implementers  

Required 

Resources  

Available 

Resources   

Time Frame  

1. Livestock sector         

Wajir  Wajir South   Provision of hay  3,000 HH  CGW NDMA  120M  Nil   Aug  –  

Oct  2018 

                

3. Health and sanitation sector   

Wajir  All  sub 

counties  

Smart survey 

conducted 

222,000  CGW (health)  

  

28M  Nil   July  – 

August 

2018 

  Polio Campaign  CGW  Nil completed 

Wajir  All  sub 

counties  

Supply of safe 

water storage 

containers to  

facilities  

172 Facilities  CGW (health)  

SCUK  

Unicef  

NDMA  

7.74M  Nil  Sept  – 

Oct 

2018 

4. Water sector   

Wajir  Habaswein-

waregdeer 

Drilling of new 

boreholes  

100 WCG 4m Nil Aug-Sept 2018 
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Habaswein-Siligle 

Abakore 

Drilling of new 

boreholes 

800 WCG 4M Nil Aug-Sept 2018 

Habaswein-Sariff Piping of water  to 

town 

100 WCG 20 Nil Aug-Sept 

water Eldas,kilikeley,mas

alale 

Purchase of Sub-

mersible pumps 

10000 WCG 5M Nil Sept-Nov 

Wajir  Eldas-horote Construction of 

underground tanks 

1000 WCG   ongoing 

Wajir  Wajir west Training of water 

user associations)  

2000  CGW (Water)  

NDMA  

SCUK  

Oxfam  

100,000  Nil  Sept-Oct 2018  

Wajir  Wajir west(Hadado)  Repair of 

boreholes  

3000  CGW (Water)  

NDMA  

300000 Nil   Aug  – 

Oct  

2018  

Wajir Wajir West(Adan 

awale) 

Construction of 

storage facilities 

3000 WCG 1M Nil Sept-Oct 2018 

Wajir  All  sub 

counties  

Water user 

Association 

Training  

18 water pans  CGW (Water)  2M Nil   Aug  – 

Oct  

2018 

5. Education sector   

Wajir  All  sub 

counties  

Provision of 

school bursaries  

14,154   CGW, CDF, 

NDMA, MoE  

64M  Nil   Sept – 

Dec  

2018  

    School feeding 

program  

77,783   CGW, 

 CDF

, NDMA, 

WFP MoE  

18M  Nil  Sept – 

Dec  

2018 

6. Peace and Security Sector   

Wajir  All  sub 

counties  

Leaders’ peace 

fora  

150   CGW  

NDMA  

 

2.5M  300,000  July- Dec 2018 

    Cross-border 

peace fora  

50   CGW  

NDMA  

1.8M  Nil   July- Dec  

2018 

    Dissemination of 

 peace  

messages   

All  sub 

counties and cross 

 border 

counties  

CGW  

NDMA  

  

1.2M  Nil   July-  

Dec  

2018 

  

 


