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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The main drivers of food insecurity in Makueni County are poor rainfall performance and high 

daytime temperatures. Makueni depends on rainfall for both crop and livestock production. The 

poor performance has affected forage availability for livestock as well as crop production 

through poor harvest. The household stocks are 46 percent of the Long-Term Average (LTA). 

The price of cereals is stable with maize retailing within the LTA at Kenya shillings (Ksh) 35. 

The terms of trade are within the Long-Term Average, an indication that the household’s 

purchasing power is stable. 

The four dimensions of food security have been affected differently. Food stocks are physically 

available in the households (maize 46percent of LTA and markets 26percent of LTA while 

traders are having 80 percent of their LTA stocks for rice). Water for both domestic and 

livestock use is available in the water sources though distances and consumption have been 

affected. Financial access is good with the favourable terms of trade and good road network. 

Utilization of food has been affected by consumption of less preferred foods as households 

readjust to cope with the food gaps. Moreover, about 20percent of households do not treat water, 

leaving thereby being exposed to water borne diseases. The available household stocks are likely 

to be depleted within one month and the traders and National Cereals and Produce Board 

(NCPB) will bridge the gap with supplies from outside the county and the cereals board 

respectively. However, market operations are expected to be normal. Pasture is expected to be 

depleted within two months and browse will last into the next season. 

Majority of households are having acceptable food consumption scores (78.8percent) with 

18.6percent having borderline food consumption score and the rest having a poor score. The 

reduced Coping Strategy Index (rCSI) has improved from 29 in the previous season 

to16.24currently.The percentage of children at risk of malnutrition is stable at nine percent, 

although above the long term average of 8.5percent. 

The region’s food security situation is classified in Minimal (IPC Phase 1) in the mixed farming 

zones and Stressed (IPC Phase 2).For those areas in phase 2, the indication is that even with any 

humanitarian assistance, at least one in five households in the area have the following or worse: 

Minimally adequate food consumption but are unable to afford some essential non-food 

expenditures without  engaging in irreversible coping strategies. The actions required are those 

geared towards disaster risk reduction and to protect livelihoods. 
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Figure 1: Livelihood zones in Makueni County 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 County Background 

Makueni County is located in the south-western part of the country. It borders Kajiado County to 

the west, Machakos County to the 

North, Kitui County to the East and 

TaitaTaveta to the South. It has a total 

population of 883,671 people (2009 

census) and covers an area of 7,965.8 

square kilometres (km2). The County 

is sub-divided into six sub counties 

namely; Makueni, Kilome, Mbooni, 

Kaiti, Kibwezi East and Kibwezi 

West. There are three main livelihood 

zones namely Marginal Mixed 

Farming with 40 percent of the total 

population, Mixed Farming 

crop/livestock and Mixed Farming 

coffee/dairy livelihood zones 

constituting 30 percent each of the total population as shown in Figure 1. 

 

1.2: Objective and approach 

The main objective the short rains assessment is to develop an objective, evidence-based and 

transparent food security situation analysis following the short rains season of 2017, taking into 

consideration the cumulative effects of previous three seasons and to provide actionable 

recommendations for possible response options based on the situation analysis. The assessment 

as conducted from 12th - 16th February 2018 using a multi-sectoral approach, which involved 

checklist administration by county sector heads followed by initial briefings by the county food 

security group (CSG) and Kenya Food Security Steering group representatives. The field data 

was collated, reviewed and triangulated to produce a food security assessment report, which was 

presented before the CSG for validation and approval. 

 

2.0 DRIVERS OF FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY IN THE COUNTY 

 

2.1 Rainfall Performance. 

The onset of the rains was timely in the second dekad of 

October. However, most areas in Makueni South had a 

late onset of between 2-4 dekads. Most of the county 

received 50-75 percent of normal rains. Isolated areas in 

Kaiti, Kilome and Mbooni received the highest amounts 

of 70-110 percent of normal while the least amounts of 

25-50 percent of normal were received in a section of 

northern Kibwezi East. Spatial distribution was fairly even 

as shown in Figure 2, while temporal distribution was 

poor. Cessation was early in the second dekad of 

December compared to the normal occurrence in the third 

dekad of December. 

Figure 2: Rainfall performance for the 

short rains season  
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2.2 High diurnal temperatures 

The prevailing above normal temperatures have had a negative effect on both the environment 

and the food security in the County. Accelerated evaporation of water from the open water 

sources has resulted in increased distances to the other available sources. Pasture and browse 

condition has also been affected negatively and more so in the marginal mixed livelihood zones. 

The temperatures have also accelerated the drying up of the green forage in the mixed farming 

zones. 

3.0 IMPACTS OF DRIVERS ON FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY 

3.1 Availability 

3.1.1 Crop Production 

    The County is dependent on the short rains season which are more reliable in terms of amounts 

and distribution. The season accounts for 60 percent of the total crops grown in the county 

while the long rains accounts for the remaining 40 percent. Food crop production contributes 

about 30 percent to household cash income in the marginal mixed farming zone and about 42 

percent in the mixed farming zones. The major crops cultivated in the County are maize, green 

grams and cowpeas under rain-fed agriculture and tomatoes, kales and green maize under 

irrigated agriculture. Maize contributes about 69 and 32 percent to food and cash income 

respectively in the County. Green grams, cowpeas together with Gadam sorghum are mostly 

planted as cash crops in the Mixed Marginal zone. In the Mixed farming-coffee/dairy zone, 

maize, green grams and cowpeas are both food and cash crop while in the Mixed Farming-

Food crop/livestock zone maize, beans and pigeon peas are grown for food and cash crop.   

 

Rain fed Cropping 

The area under maize, green grams and cowpeas increased by 37, 54 and 14 percent of their LTA 

respectively, which was attributed to opening up of new farms in anticipation of normal to above 

normal rainfall performance. However, production of maize, green grams and cowpeas declined 

by 76, 61 and 64 percentages of the LTA. The decline was attributed to late onset and early 

cessation of the rains. Temporal distribution was poor. An infestation of Fall Armyworms across 

all sub counties also greatly affected maize production.  

 

Table: 1 Rain-fed crop production  

Crop Area planted 

during 2017 

Short rains 

season  

(Ha)  

Long Term 

Average (5 year) 

area planted 

during the Short 

rains season (Ha)  

2017 Short rains 

season 

production (90 kg 

bags)  

Projected 

Long Term 

Average (5 year) 

production during 

the Short rains 

season (90 kg 

bags)  

Maize 91,200  65,650  152,870 626,800 

Green 

grams 

34,960 

 

22,680 

 

108,020  278,900  

 

Cow peas 35,060 30,588  

 

105,040 294,550  
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Irrigated crop production 

The area planted under irrigation for tomatoes, kales and green maize increased by 105, 36 and 

140 percentages above the LTA respectively as illustrated in Table 2. This is as a result of 

increased demand for horticultural crops within and outside the County as well as the anticipated 

enhanced rainfall. Most of the tomatoes and green maize are sold outside the County (mainly 

Mombasa and Nairobi) while kales are largely consumed within the County. The production of 

tomatoes and green maize was 39 and 86 percent above LTA respectively while that of kales was 

within the LTA.  

 

Table 2: Irrigated crop production  

Crop  Area planted 

during the 

2017Short rains 

season  

(ha)  

Long Term 

Average (3years) 

area planted 

during Short 

rains season (ha)  

2017Short rains 

season 

production (90 

kg bags/MT) 

Projected 

Long Term 

Average (3 

years) 

production 

during 

2017Shortrains 

season (90 kg 

bags/MT)  

Tomatoes 410 200  2,515 1,802 

Kales 205 150 1,601 1,632 

Green maize  240 100 280 500 

3.1.2 Cereal Stocks 

Maize stocks held at household level are 46 percent of the LTA as shown in Table 3. The decline 

is attributed to successive poor rainfall seasons and is estimated to last for one month in all 

livelihood zones compared to the normal three months. The available stocks are in Kaiti and 

Kilome sub-counties and Mbooni Ward. The stock held by traders decreased by 74 percent of the 

LTA as households shied from the markets to consume the little from the harvests and also 

consume rice as an alternative. Maize stocks held by millers decreased by 69 percent as a result 

of decreased availability of cereals at the household level. Currently, the stocks held in the 

marginal mixed farming livelihood zone are minimal which is due to minimal maize production. 

During a normal season, the stocks are able to last for 3 months. 

Table 3: Cereal stocks 

Commodity Farmers Traders Millers TOTAL 

Maize 41,100 63,150 400 105,050 

LTA 89,200 241,000 1,300 322,500 

Rice 0 45,030 0 45,030 

LTA 0 25,000 0 25,200 

Sorghum 4,000 3,000 2,000 9,000 

LTA 15,000 7,000 500 22,500 

Millet 3,180 1,500 500 5,180 

LTA 3,000 3,000 300 0 

 

139,280 388,680 5,000 745,960 
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Rice stocks are 80 percent above the LTA as traders stock more as a result of changing trend 

where households are turning to rice consumption. Sorghum stock at household level is 26 

percent of the LTA which can be attributed to the poor performance of the rains. The East 

African Breweries limited (EABL) has contracted farmers in this region to produce sorghum. 

The quantities at trader stores stand at 43 percent of the LTA. There is an assured market of the 

same from the EABL. The stocks finally are sold to the EABL while the remnants are consumed 

by the farmers. Millet stocks are also minimal across the county attributed to the poor rainfall 

performance. The stocks at the trader’s stores are 50 percent of the LTA, attributed to shortage of 

the commodity at household level. 

 

3.1.3Livestock Production 

The main livestock species kept in the County are cattle, sheep, goats donkeys and bees. 

Livestock production contributes approximately 50 percent to cash income in the marginal mixed 

livelihood zone and   40 percent in the mixed farming coffee/dairy zone. In the Mixed Farming 

livelihood zones, crop and livestock production contributes 39 percent to cash income.  

 

Pasture and Browse condition 

Pasture condition was good to fair in both mixed farming (Coffee/Dairy) and mixed farming 

(Livestock/Food Crop) while in Marginal mixed farming livelihood zone was fair to poor.  

Browse condition was fair in both mixed farming livelihood zones and ranged from fair to poor 

in the marginal mixed farming livelihood zone. The variation in condition was attributed to heat 

waves experienced during the last one month as well as poor rainfall performance especially in 

the marginal mixed farming zones. 

The available pasture is expected to last for the next 1-2 months compared to the normal four 

months while that of browse will last into the next season. Regeneration was poor in the 

Marginal Mixed Farming livelihood zone. However, quality is fast deteriorating due to the dry 

and hot conditions. In Nunguni, Kee and Kitandi in the mixed farming (Coffee/Dairy) zone, 

maize stovers are supplementing pasture though they may not last for more than a month. Areas 

mostly affected by poor pasture in the marginal mixed farming zones include Kalawa (Athi, 

Kathulumbi locations), Kathonzeni ward, Kitise/Kithuki ward, Nguu/ Masumba, Makindu 

(Kandenja, Kalii) and Kikumbulyu North (Nguluu, Kathyaka, Masongaleni). Currently, livestock 

is being grazed by both men and women. 

 

Table 4: Pasture and Browse condition 

Livelihood 

zone 

Pasture condition How long to last 

(Months) 

Browse condition How long to last 

(Months) 

Factors  

limiting 

access 

Current Normally Current Normally Current Normally Current Normally  

Marginal 

Mixed 

farming zones 

 Fair to 

Poor  

Fair 1 3 Fair to 

Poor 

Good 2 4 None 

Mixed 

farming 

(livestock/ 

 Good to 

Fair  

Good 1-2 3 Fair Good 2 4 None 
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Water availability and access 

Most open water sources were not recharged adequately especially in the marginal mixed 

farming zones. Consequently, some have dried up leading to longer trekking distances. In cases 

where recharge was fair, high diurnal temperatures experienced in January and part of February 

accelerated water loss from these sources through evaporation. Watering of the livestock is done 

by all men, women and the youth. 
 

Table5: Livestock water availability and access 
Livelihood 

zone 

Sources Return distances 

(km) 

Expected duration 

to last (months) 

Factors  

Limitin

g access 

 Current Normal Current Normal Current Normal  

Marginal 

Mixed 

Farming 

River Athi, bore 

holes, sand 

dams 

Earth dams, water 

pans, roof 

catchment, 

boreholes, R. Athi, 

sand dams 

6-7 2-3 1.5  2 None 

Mixed 

farming 

(livestock/ 

food crop) 

water pans, 

earth dams, sand 

dams 

Rivers, earth dams 

water pans sand 

dams 

2-3 1-2  1.5  2 None 

Mixed 

farming 

(coffee 

/dairy) 

springs, streams, 

boreholes, farm 

ponds 

Springs, rivers, 

homestead tanks 

1-2 0.2-1  1.5  2 None 

 

Watering frequency 

The watering frequency for livestock was normal and daily in Mixed Farming (coffee and dairy) 

and Mixed Farming (Livestock and crops) Livelihood areas but reduced in the Marginal Mixed 

Farming zone due to water stress and shortages occasioned by drying of the earth dams and water 

pans   

 

Table 6: Watering frequency in days 
Livelihood 

zone 

Cattle Goats Sheep  

 Current Normal Current Normal Current Normal 

Marginal 

Mixed 

Farming  

3 days in 

a week 

7 days 

(daily 

3 days in 

week  

7 3 7 

Mixed 

Farming 

(livestock/ 

food crop) 

daily daily daily daily daily daily 

food crop) 

Mixed 

farming 

(coffee /dairy) 

 Good to 

Fair 

Good 1 3 Fair Good 2 4 None 
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Mixed 

Farming 

(coffee /dairy) 

Daily daily daily daily daily daily 

Livestock body condition 

Livestock body condition was fair for cattle in both marginal mixed and mixed farming food 

crops and livestock zones and good to fair in the mixed farming coffee and dairy zones compared 

to good normally in the three zones. 

 

Table 7: Livestock body condition 

 

Body condition for the small stocks was good, which is normal (Table 7). Birth rates are normal 

for the seasonal one calf for every one year and two kids for goats per year. As the lean season 

progresses, the trend is expected to worsen for the large stocks but remain relatively stable for 

the small stocks. 

Milk production, consumption and pricing 

Milk production across the livelihood zones is dependent on pasture and water resources 

availability both in quality and quantity, such that high amounts results into more milk leading to 

low prices and vice versa. Consumption of milk is driven by milk prices such that low prices 

leads to high milk consumption rates and vice versa  

 
Table 8:  Milk availability 

Both milk production and consumption increased following the regeneration of pasture from 

rains and availability of water. It was noted that milk production has slowly declined in the 

month of February as a result of prevailing high temperatures which affected the quality and 

quantity of pasture and browse in the three livelihood zones. Milk prices have also increased 

(Table 8) compared to the normal prices as a result of declining availability at household level. 

Livelihood zone 
 

 

Cattle Sheep Goat 

Current Normally Current Normally Current Normally 

Marginal Mixed 

zone 

Fair Good Good Good Good Good 

Mixed Farming 

(livestock/ food 

crop) 

Fair Good Good Good Good Good 

Mixed Farming 

(coffee /dairy) 

Good-fair Good Good Good Good Good 

Livelihood zone 
 

 

Milk Production 

(Litres)/Household 

Milk consumption 

(Litres) per 

Household 

Prices (Ksh)/Litre 

Current LTA Current LTA Current LTA  

Marginal Mixed zone 2 3 1 2 60 40 

Mixed Farming (livestock/ food crop) 0.8 1 0.4 1 60 40 

Mixed Farming (coffee /dairy) 0.5 1 .25 0.75 70 50 
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Milk is sold by the household head or a representative and decisions on the milk sale proceeds 

are made by the household head 

Average number of livestock (Tropical Livestock Units -TLUs) 

In both the poor and medium income households across the three livelihood zones the TLUs 

were lower than normal as a result of successive failed seasons coupled by the fact that 

households have never fully recovered from the effects of the 2009 drought (Table 9). Household 

herds and flocks have also been declining because of changing weather patterns.  
 

Table 9: Tropical Livestock Units 

 

Livestock diseases, Migration and Mortalities 

There were no reported outbreaks of livestock diseases. However, the endemic diseases were 

reported in the period under review. However, disease surveillance and vaccinations have been 

done especially along the border with Kajiado where there is some influx of livestock from 

Kajiado County. Current livestock mortalities are within the normal. In-migration of livestock 

from Kajiado County was reported which is not normal at this time of the year. Normally, this 

happens from mid-February to just before the onset of the long rains. The trend is expected to 

continue as the lean season progresses. The current migration routes are Kajiado, Kilome 

(Ngaamba area), Kiima, Kiu and Kalanzoni wards. Migrated livestock are majorly cattle as a 

result of scarcity of pasture in Eastern Kajiado. Household heads as well as youths are the ones 

involved with moving the livestock during migrations. 

 

3.2 Access 

3.2.1 Market Operations 

The main markets in county are Kalawa, Tawa, Kikima, Kalawani, Machinery, Mbumbuni, 

Mbooni, Kilungu, Kathonzweni, Kiaoni, Matiliku, Kibwezi, Makindu and Emali. Market 

operations were normal and the situation likely to remain stable in the next six months. The main 

market supplies for livestock and livestock products comes from farmers within the county and 

cereals from farms and outside the county. Maize and beans are mostly imported from Busia, 

Kitale and Loitokitok. The traded volumes for both livestock and staple food commodities are 

high across all the livelihood zones compared to normal at this time of the year. However, green 

grams recorded low traded volumes due to lack of the usual outside buyers, thus traders currently 

relying remaining few buyers, which is not normal. Demand for food commodities especially 

maize is higher due to low yields and below normal stocks at the household level especially in 

the Marginal mixed farming zones. The main markets are currently well provisioned with 

livestock and poultry as well as food commodities and fruits (mangoes). There was a notable 

scarcity of pigeon peas, millet and sorghum as well as cowpeas in the various markets, which 

was attributed to poor harvest. 

Livelihood zone 
 

 

Poor income households Medium income households 

Current Normal Current Normal 

Mixed Farming( Pastoral 2 3 4 7 

 Mixed farming  (coffee/ dairy) 1 2 2 5 

Mixed Farming (livestock/food crop  2 3 3 5 
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 Maize Prices 

Maize prices have remained relatively stable 

since October 2017, attributed to the 

government subsidy on maize imports (Figure 

3). The price has dropped further in January 

attributed to the ongoing harvests in the mixed 

farming zones. Currently, the average price of 

a kilogram of maize is Kenya shillings (Ksh.) 

35, which is within the LTA and 10 percent 

below that of same period in 2017.The decline 

in prices has a positive impact as the 

commodity becomes more affordable to the 

households. 

 

 

 

Goat Prices 
Goat prices have been consistently 

above the long-term average though 

following the seasonal norm which 

can be attributed to the good body 

condition as a result of pasture and 

browse. The current price is within the 

long-term average but above that of 

same period in 2017 by 26 percent. 

The improved prices have a positive 

impact to food security in that they 

enhance the purchasing power of the 

households. 

 

 

3.2.2 Terms of trade 

The terms of trade have been stable but 

slightly below the LTA from September 

to December 2017 attributes to stable 

maize and goat prices. However, in 

January, the terms of trade were 

favourable to the livestock keepers as a 

result of improved goat prices coupled 

with declining maize prices. Currently 

the sale of a mature goat can purchase 

97 kilogrammes of maize which is 

within the LTA but 43 percent above 

that of same period in 2017 (Figure 5).  

 

Figure 3: Trends of maize prices 

Figure 4: Trends of goat prices 

Figure 5: Trends in the terms of trade 
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3.2.3 Income Sources  

The current income sources in the county are sale of livestock and livestock products as well as 

sale of food crops. Maize is the highest contributor to cash income at 58 percent in the mixed 

farming food crop / livestock cowpeas in the marginal mixed farming at 34 percent. Petty trade 

was also observed to be in the increase. 

 

3.2.4 Water access and availability 

The major water sources include Rivers, streams, springs in the Mixed Farming Crop/Livestock 

zone and were recharged to between 80-100percent of their capacity. In the Mixed Farming 

Coffee /Dairy livelihood zone, Dams, pans, rivers, sand dams in were recharged between 25-60 

percent while in the marginal mixed farming zone, recharge to open water sources was 

approximately 20 percent of their capacity. The current sources in the Mixed farming crop and 

Livestock and Marginal Mixed Farming livelihood zone are not the normal sources at this time 

of the year, as these are the areas where most open water sources have dried up. Water sources in 

the Mixed Farming Crop and Livestock and Marginal Mixed Farming zone are expected to last 

for one month compared to normal two while in the Mixed Farming Coffee /Dairy livelihood 

zone, water is expected to last into the next season. Kathiawar, Nula, Bamboo, Manguluku 

villages in Mankind ward, Utu, Nay, Samba, Masimbani in Mtito Andei Ward, Katoloka, 

Mukuku, Mukelunzu, Kaloi and Kavundu in Kalawa ward are relying almost entirely on water 

vendors. Among the reasons for this is drying up of most open water sources as well as long 

distances between available water sources.  

 

Table 7: Most concentrated water points 

Most Concentrated Water Points 

Ward/ Livelihood 

zone 

Actual Name of 

the Water Point 

Normal 

No. 

Served 

Current No. 

Being Served 

Reason(s) for Variation 

Mixed Farming 

crop/livestock 

Kwamanyolo earth 

dam 

1,500 2,300  Drying of nearby sources 

Makutano b/hole 3,000 3,200 Drying of nearby sources 

Athi river 4,000 5,500 Drying of nearby sources 

Iiani b/hole 600 950 Drying of nearby sources 

Kitise w/ project 5,000 7,000 Drying of nearby sources 

Mbata b/hole 1,000 1,300 Drying of nearby sources 

Ngamione earth 

dam 

800 1000 Drying of nearby sources 

Kathonzweni 

w/project 

1,800 2,400 Drying of nearby sources 

Kathamboni earth 

dam 

1,500 2,000 Drying of nearby sources 

Kikuu river 3,000 3,700 Drying of nearby sources 

KwaMusele E/dam 1,600 2,500 Drying of nearby sources 

Kiaoni borehole 1,800 2,500 Drying of nearby sources 

Mukameni 

borehole 

1,800 2,300 Drying of nearby sources 

KwaMbila earth 

dam  

2,500 3,800 Drying of nearby sources 

Marginal mixed 

farming  

Umani springs  100% 75% Low yield  

KwaVenge springs  100% 25% Drying up  
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Distance to water sources 

Table 8: Access to domestic water 

The current distances to domestic water sources are 0.5 to 1.5 km in the Mixed farming coffee / 

dairy farming zone, which is normal at this time of the year. In the Mixed farming crops and 

livestock zone, the current distances are in the range of 3-7 km compared to normal of 1-2km 

while that of marginal mixed farming livelihood zone, current distances are in the range of 7-10 

km compared to normal of 3-6km.However, isolated areas Kibwezi West are trekking for up to 

Mukameambeubh 40% 40% Yield going down  

Mixed farming 

crop 

Nolturesh pipeline  1000 Hhs 750Hhs Water is available in surface 

sources 

Chief Kiamba e/d 10000Hhs 300Hhs Water is available in surface 

sources 

Kitaingobh 700Hhs 700Hhs Water is available in surface 

sources 

Nolturesh pipeline  2000Hhs 1000Hhs Water is available in surface 

sources 

 Ulu 3 bh 1000Hhs 500Hhs Water is available in surface 

sources 

Mbooni Sub 

County  

KwaMatolo dam  1000 800 Level of water has reduced 

Kooi dam  1200 1000 Level of water has reduced 

Tulimani 500 400 Level of water has reduced 

Ikokani weir 800 600 Level of water has reduced 

Mutondo dam 600 500 Level of water has reduced 

Kinze dam  3500 3200 Level of water has reduced 

Mukundi spring 1800 1600 Level of water has reduced 

Maia w/p 1300 1000 Level of water has reduced 

Mweleli dam 500 400 Level of water has reduced 

Mbasya dam  600 400 Level of water has reduced 

KwaMakuu dam  600 450 Level of water has reduced 

Kalawa b/h 1200 1000 Level of water has reduced 

Kakuli b/h 1000 800 Level of water has reduced 

Ward / 

livelihood 

zone 

 

 

Return Distance to 

Water for Domestic 

Use (Km) 

Cost of Water at 

Source (Ksh. Per 

20litres) 

Waiting Time at 

Water Source 

(Minutes) 

Average Water 

Consumption 

(Litres/person/day) 

Normal Current Normal Current Normal Current Normal Current 

Mixed 

Farming 

Coffee Dairy 

0.5-

1.5km 

0.5-

1.5Km 

 

2-5 2-5 10-30 10-30 20 20 

Mixed 

Farming 

Crops and 

Livestock  

1-2 3-7 2-5 2-5 10-30 30min – 

1hr  

20 8-15 

Marginal 

Mixed 

Farming  

3-6 7-15 2-5 2-5 20-40 30-120 20 10-15 
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15 km in search of water as water sources are quite far apart. Distances increased across the two 

livelihood zones due to drying up of water points, breakdown of some boreholes and piped 

schemes as well as water rationing due to reduced volumes in the scheme sources. High daytime 

temperatures have also accelerated evaporation from the open water sources in the Mixed 

farming crops and livestock zone and marginal mixed farming livelihood zone. 

Waiting time  

The current waiting time at the source in the Mixed Farming Coffee/ Dairy livelihood zone is 

within the normal range of 10-30minutes.In the Mixed farming crops / livestock zone, the current 

waiting time has increased to the range of 30 minutes to one hour compared to normal of 10-

30minutes due to drying up of sources while that in marginal mixed farming zone, it has 

increased to the range of 30 minutes to two hours compared to normal of 20-40minutes. Most of 

the sources experiencing long waiting time are shared ones where livestock watering is given 

priority over water for domestic use. 

Water consumption and Cost  

The current average water consumption per person per day is normal in Mixed farming coffee/ 

dairy livelihood zone. However, consumption has reduced from 15-20 and 10-15litres per person 

per day (lpppd) normally in the Mixed Farming Crops / Livestock livelihood zone normally and 

the marginal mixed farming zone to 10-15 and 8-10lpppd respectively. The decline in 

consumption has been occasioned by increased distances to water sources as well as increased 

waiting time at the source.  

The current cost of a 20 litre jerrycan of water in the consumer points is 2-5 Ksh which is normal 

at this time of the year. Water vending charges range from kes.20-40in urban areas and some 

villages far from main water sources. The normal cost from vendors is within the range of 20-30 

shilling. High cost of water has also affected water consumption negatively. Reduced water 

consumption is negatively affecting utilization at personal level and therefore affecting food 

security in the household.   

 

 

3.2.5 Food Consumption 

 

Food consumption score is a measure of the 

quality and quantity of foods consumed at 

household level in terms of nutritional value, 

frequency of meals and dietary diversity. The 

higher the frequency, nutritional value and 

diversity, the higher the score. 

According to the World Food Programme 

Food Security Outcome Monitoring Study and 

as shown in Figure 6, majority of households 

in the county that were having an acceptable 

diet (77.8 percent) while 18.6 were having a 

borderline diet. The remaining 3.6 percent 

were having a poor diet which is an Figure 6: Food Consumption scores 
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improvement from the previous season when the score was 73.9, 18.3 and 7.9 percent for the 

acceptable, borderline and poor respectively. With the current above average daytime 

temperatures and as the lean season progresses, the situation is likely to worsen especially in the 

marginal mixed farming who are more affected with majority of households consuming 1-2 

meals per day consisting of 2-3 food groups.  

 

3.2.6 Coping strategies 

The reduced coping strategy index (rCSI) for the month of January 2018 was 16.24 compared to 

29 in January 2017. The decline is a clear indication of an improving situation as households are 

employing less severe coping mechanisms as compared to the same period in previous season. 

Most households are skipping meals, with others reducing the meal portions as well as giving 

preference to children and the elderly. The less nutritious foods are also being consumed 

frequently. Burning of charcoal is emerging more as a livelihood activity than a coping strategy. 

3.3 Utilization 

Health and Nutrition 

 

Morbidity and Mortality Patterns 

For the period July- December 2017 

diarrhoea and URTI reported cases 

were lower compared to 2016 even 

though on upward trend, this is 

attributed to low uptake of Water And 

Sanitation Hygiene (WASH) issues 

especially hand washing and uptake of 

unsafe drinking water as 20 percent of 

the population treated drinking water. 

Reported diseases among children 

under five years and general 

population were Upper Respiratory 

Tract Infections, diarrhoea and Malaria. 

A few confirmed malaria cases were reported and it was in a fluctuating trend. The numbers 

were lower than in 2016 showing that malaria interventions in place were bearing positive results 

especially the distribution of treated mosquito nets for children under one year through malaria 

program. 

 

However, cases of hypertension and 

skin infections were on the increase 

across all livelihood zones. There has 

been no reported disease outbreak in 

the period under consideration. The 

average distances to health facilities is 

3-6 km and an improved health 

seeking behavior was reported as a 

result of the universal health care 

Figure 7: Morbidity trends for the general population 

Figure 8: Morbidity trends of children under five years old 
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system by the county government. There were no abnormal crude deaths for both under-fives 

and the general population for the period under review. 

Immunization and Vitamin A supplementation 

Immunization coverage for the fully immunized child (FIC) dropped from 84 percent in July-

December 2016 to 78 percent in July-Dec 2017, due to service interruption by the nurses’ strike 

in the health department, which also affected Vitamin A coverage for children 6-11 months, 

which dropped from 72.8 percent to 55.2 percent for the same period. 

The vitamin A supplementation for 12-59 months had improved within the same period from 

50.9 percent to 65.2 percent and this was due to support from outreach services to Early 

Childhood Development Centers (ECDCs by the national government. Vitamin A 

supplementation coverage was low than the national targets and this could have contributed to 

the reported cases of URTI and diarrhoea in children less than five years.   

Nutrition status and dietary diversity 

FGDs conducted clearly showed that 

80% of the families    were consuming 

1-2 meals in a day, (50 percent from 

Mixed Farming20 percent from Mixed 

Farming-crop & livestock and 10 

percent from Mixed Farming-coffee 

and dairy). Again, 20 percent of the 

populations across all livelihoods were 

consuming 2-3 meals in a day. Across 

all livelihoods the meals comprised of 

maize, legume and a fruit. 

In terms of diet diversity it was 

reported to be low compared to normal 

and this was because most of the 

population including children 

consumed 3 meals. 

Reported cases of underweight were low and the trend was fair attributed to most of the children 

under one year attending children growth monitoring and most of them were still being breastfed 

and at introductory stage for complementary foods. However, the percentage of children at risk 

of malnutrition by Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) is 8.5 as shown in figure 9 

alongside. The trend is worsening from November. The current is below the LTA of 9.9 percent. 

Worsening trend is attributed to reduced milk consumption at the household level as households 

opt to sell the milk. Majority of the households in the marginal and mixed farming zones are 

currently consuming 1-2 meals per day compared to the normal three comprising of 2-3 food 

groups. Most of the foods being consumed are the less nutritious ones. The most likely cause of 

malnutrition could be poor dietary intake as well as the frequent reported cases of diarrhoea and 

Upper Respiratory Tract Infection (URTI) in children under five years. 

Figure 9: Percentage of children at risk 
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Sanitation and hygiene 

Latrine coverage improved from 86 to 92 percent between July and December 2017 compared 

with the same period in 2016.Open defecation is at 20 percent, which could have contributed to 

increased reported cases of both typhoid and diarrhea by 31 percent from 1,038 and 24,529 

respectively. 

3.4 Trends of key food security indicators 

A summary of the trends areas illustrated in table 9. 

Table 9: Food security trends 

Indicator Long rains assessment, July 2017 Short rains assessment, 

February 2017 

% of maize stocks held 

by households (agro-

pastoral) 

24 percent of 

LTA 

4,675 41,100 

Milk consumption Marginal mixed 

farming 

0.4 

 

Marginal mixed 

farming 

1 

Mixed farming 

crop/livestock 

0.75 Mixed farming 

crop/livestock 

0.4 

Mixed farming 

coffee/dairy 

1 Mixed farming 

coffee/dairy 

0.25 

Water consumption 

(litres per person per 

day) 

Marginal mixed 

farming 

10-15 8-10 

Mixed farming 

crop/livestock 

15 10-15 

Mixed farming 

coffee/dairy 

25 20 

Price of maize (per kg) Average 63 35 

Distance to water from  

grazing 

Marginal mixed 

farming 

3km 6-7 

Mixed farming 1-2 

Rain-fed  farming 1-2 

Terms of trade (pastoral 

zone) 

Average 57kgs 97kgs 

Coping strategy index Average 

 

6.32 16.24 

Food consumption score Marginal mixed 

farming 

Acceptable 

(73.9), 

Borderline 

(18.3), Poor 

(7.9) 

78.8% Acceptable,18.6% 

borderline, 3.6% poor 

Mixed farming 

Rain-fed farming 
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4.0 CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES 

4.1 Education 

4.1.1 Enrollment:  

School enrolment has increased across all the school levels. In terms of gender in early childhood 

development centres (ECD) and primary schools more boys than girls were enrolled in term I of 

2018. However, girls are more in secondary school than boys as in shown the Table 10. More 

boys are engaging in bodaboda activities after class eight, hence the variation. 

 

Table 10: Enrolment rates 

  Term III 2017 

Term I 2018 (includes new 

students registered and drop-outs 

since   Term III 2017) 

Comments (reasons 

for increase or 

decrease) 
Enrollment № Boys № Girls  Total № Boys  № Girls Total 

ECD 23,094 22,041 45,135 23,734 23,130 46,864 Raised enrolment 

Primary 129,822 126,021 255,843 129,878 126,621 256,499 

Supply of 

government relief 

food 

Secondary 47,752 48,156 95,908 50,496 51,709 102,205 
Increased 

enrolment 

Enrolment was higher in term 1 of 2018 compared to term III of 2017 because of free day 

secondary school education, free primary school education, bursary provision by county 

government, national government CDF and partners like Equity, KCB, Jomo Kenyatta 

Foundation among others. 100 percent transition where they give money to build extra classes.  

4.1.2Participation 

Pupils attend school every day in schools with homegrown school feeding meals. Provision of 

sanitary pads has contributed to increased participation of girls in school. Teacher Professional 

Development has checked the absenteeism of teachers. Enforcement of the policy that education 

is compulsory to all school going ages has also contributed to school attendance. Table 11 

illustrates school attendance. 

 

Table 11. School attendance 

  Term III 2017 Term I 2018     

School 

attendance 

№ 

Boy

s 

№ 

Girl

s 

№ 

Boy

s 

№ 

Girl

s 

№ 

Boy

s 

№ 

Girl

s 

№ 

Boy

s 

№ 

Girl

s 

№ 

Boy

s 

№ 

Girl

s 

Comments (reasons for 

increase or decrease) 

ECD 99% 98% 99% 98% 99% 98% 99% 99% 99% 99%   

Primary 98% 98% 98% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 

Strict follow up has 

enhanced retention 

Secondary 98% 98% 98% 98% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% Free secondary education 
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Drop Out 

There were minimal drop outs except for a few female pupils and students who drop out in upper 

primary and secondary schools as a result of early pregnancies. As shown in table 12. 

Table 12: Dropout rates 

Indicator End of Term II 2017 End of Term III 2017 

Students dropped out from school № Boys № Girls № Boys № Girls 

ECD 94 97 92 99 

Primary 80 89 88 96 

Secondary 490 469 165 133 

 

4.1.3 Transition 

Transition from ECD to primary is 100 percent in schools with School Feeding program. 

Transition from primary to secondary or tertiary institutions is about 80 percent especially after 

the introduction of free day primary education at the beginning of the year. 

 

4.1.4 School Meals Programme 

There are 210 public schools under the home-grown school meals programme in five sub 

counties and 700 not under any school feeding programme in the county. Table 13 below shows 

schools with SFP while table 14 shows schools without any SFP in the county. 

Table 13: Schools with SFP 

Name of sub-county 

№ of schools 

with school 

feeding 

HGSM 

№ Boys № Girls 

Nzaui 42 5,965 5,673 

Makindu 39 6,512 6,448 

Kibwezi 63 13,074 13,475 

Kathonzweni 48 6,204 5,936 

Mbooni East 18 1,878 1,718 

Subtotal 210 33,633 33,250 

Grand total   66,883 

 

Table 14: Schools without SFP 

Name of sub-county № schools  № boys № girls 

Makindu 27 4,205 3,671 

Kathonzweni 47 9,650 9,731 

Kibwezi 100 12,946 13,789 

Nzaui 80 10,905 10,498 

MbooniEast 92 10,732 10,087 
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Mukaa 96 12,099 11,781 

Makueni 105 13,171 14,643 

MbooniWest 97 18,077 13,722 

Kilungu 56 8,968 8,976 

 Subtotal 700 100,753 96,898 

Grand Total 
 197,651 

 
   5.0. FOOD SECURITY PROGNOSIS 

5.1 Assumptions 

¶ According to the Kenya Meteorological Department, the March-April -May rainfall 

performance is likely to be below normal to normal. 

¶ Pasture and browse condition is likely to be poor or depleted in the marginal mixed 

farming zones until the onset of short rains season, due to high temperatures  

¶ Resource based conflicts over water and pasture expected especially along the boundary 

with Kajiado County in marginal mixed farming zones 

¶ The terms of trade are expected to remain stable and favourable throughout the lean 

season 

5.2 Food security outcomes for February, March and April 

Pasture is expected to be depleted by the end of March. Livestock will trek for longer distances 

in search of pasture, worsening the livestock body condition especially for the large stocks and 

reducing milk production. Low livestock prices will likely result in poor terms of trade. Maize 

prices are expected to be moderated by maize from the cereals board thus no significant rise is 

expected. Through March, the nutritional status of children will deteriorate as milk availability 

and consumption decline. From mid-March the onset of the forecasted below average long rains 

will improve forage condition and livestock body conditions from early April. It will also drive 

crop production activities that will provide agricultural wage labor opportunities and improve 

household income though at below normal levels. Food security will increase in most 

households and a majority of households are expected to remain stable at Minimal (IPC Phase 

1) and at Stressed (IPC Phase 2). 

5.3 Food security outcomes for May, June and July 

The longrains are expected to peak in May and at least partially recharge open water sources 

leading to availability of water for both livestock and domestic use. Forage conditions will 

improve through June. Milk production is expected to increase with increased pasture and 

browse availability improving nutrition status from late April through May. Livestock prices are 

expected to attain near normal levels especially for small stock supporting market purchases 

however maize prices are expected to remain high at least until late June constraining food 

access. From July the below average long rains crop harvest will become available and improve 

food availability and access. Food consumption is expected to improve in July but be short-lived. 

Despite the modest improvements, they will not be enough to change the phase and will likely 

remain Minimal (IPC Phase 1) for the Mixed Farming livelihood zones and Stressed (IPC Phase 

2) for the Marginal Mixed Farming livelihood zone.  
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6 CONCLUSION AND INTERVENTIONS 

6.1 Conclusion 

6.1.1 Phase classification 

The food security situation in Makueni County is currently stable. However, the situation is on a 

declining trend and especially accelerated in the marginal livelihood zones. The indicative food 

security phase classification is Minimal (IPC Phase 1) for the Mixed Farming livelihood zones 

and Stressed (IPC Phase 2) for the Marginal Mixed Farming livelihood zone. For the marginal 

mixed farming zones, the indication is that, even with any humanitarian assistance, household 

groups have minimally adequate food consumption but are unable to afford some essential non-

food expenditure without engaging in irreversible coping strategies. Therefore, action is required 

for disaster risk reduction and to protect livelihoods. 

 

6.1.2 Summary of the findings  

The 2017 short rains onset was late and the cessation was early resulting in a shortened season. 

Spatial distribution was fair even while temporal distribution was poor. Maize stocks at 

household level are 46 percent of the LTA due to successive poor seasons. The available stocks 

are in Kaiti sub-county, Kilome sub county and Mbooni ward. Pasture is available but on a 

declining trend and expected to last for 1-2 months while browse may last into the next season. 

Availability of water for both livestock and domestic use is from rivers, streams, springs, dams 

and piped systems. Increased distances to water sources due to drying up of some water sources 

as well as water rationing from piped schemes has compromised water consumption especially in 

the mixed farming food crops/ livestock as well as the marginal mixed farming zones. 

Nutritional status for children below five years is on a worsening trend due to poor dietary 

diversity at household level. 

 

6.1.3 Sub-county ranking  

Ranking refers to the arrangement of the sub counties from the most affected to the least affected 

as evidenced by the various indicators. The most affected is ranked first with the least affected 

last. Ranking of Sub Counties of Makueni County is illustrated in table 15. 

 

Table 15: Sub County ranking 

RANK SUB COUNTY HOT SPOTS 

AREAS 

FACTORS 

1.  KIBWEZI 

WEST 

 

Makindu 

Kikumbulyu North 

Kikumbulyu South 

Nguu Masumba 

¶ Crop failure (low production) for 

cereals mainly 

¶ Decline in livestock production 

¶ Longer watering distances & watering 

times  

¶ Poor rainfall distribution (time & 

space) 

¶ Fall army worm (FAW) 

2.  KIBWEZI 

EAST 

Masongaleni 

Mtito Andei 

Thange 

¶ Poor rainfall 

¶ FAW 

¶ Poor pasture regeneration 

¶ Long watering distances and waiting 
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time  

3.  MAKUENI  

 

Kitise 

Mavindini 

Kathonzwezi 

¶ Poor rainfall 

¶ FAW 

¶ Poor pasture regeneration 

¶ Long watering distances and waiting 

time 

¶ Livestock disease outbreak  

4.  MBOONI  Kalawa 

Kisau-Kiteta 
¶ Poor rainfall 

¶ FAW 

¶ Poor pasture regeneration 

¶ Long watering distances and waiting 

time 

¶ Livestock disease outbreak 

5.  KILOME  KiimaKiu 

(Ngaamba) 
¶ FAW 

¶ In- migration from neighboring county  

6.  KAITI  Kee ¶ FAW 

¶ Poor temporal rainfall distribution  

 

6.2 Ongoing Interventions 

 

6.2.1 Food interventions 

Table 16 summarizes the food interventions that are currently being implemented in Makueni 

County while table 17 summarized similar interventions targeting schools in the County. 

 

Table 16: Ongoing food interventions (The allocations are monthly) 

Sub county  Intervention  Implementers  Maize 

(50kg bags)  

Beans 

(90kg bags) 

Cooking 

oil(0.5lx24ctn) 

Mbooni East GFD GOK 200 50 50 

Mbooni West GFD GOK 200 50 50 

Makueni GFD GOK 200 50 50 

Kathonzweni GFD GOK 200 50 50 

Kasikeu GFD GOK 200 50 50 

Kilome GFD GOK 200 50 50 

Nzaui GFD GOK 200 50 50 

Kibwezi East GFD GOK 200 50 50 

Kibwezi 

West 

GFD GOK 200 50 50 
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Table17: School Meals Programme 

Sub-county 

Intervention/ 

activity (Please 

be as detailed 

as possible.) 

Nam

e of 

school 

№ 

beneficiaries 

Implementers 

(Please list all 

partners.) 

Makindu HGSMP  39 16,161 MOE 

Kathonzweni HGSMP 48 14,968 MoE 

Nzaui HGSMP 42 13,635   

Mbooni East HGSMP 18 5,263 MOE 

Kilungu HGSMP 0 0   

Mukaa HGSMP 0 0   

Kibwezi HGSMP 63 30,052 MOE 

Mbooni West NONE 0 0   

Makueni NONE 0 0   

  TOTAL 210 80,079   

 

6.2.2 Ongoing non-food interventions 

Table 18 summarizes the nonfood interventions being implemented in Makueni County 

 

Table 18: Nonfood interventions 

County Ward Interventio

n 

No. of 

benefici

aries 

Implementers Impacts in 

terms of food 

security 

Cost 

(Kshs) 

Time 

Frame 

Agriculture Sector: 

Makuen

i 

ALL  Water 

harvesting 

structures 

construction

, e.g. farm 

ponds 

(lined), 

 

7500 DOALF, 

NDMA/Red cross,  

World Vision, 

Africa sand dam 

foundation, ADSE, 

County 

Government  of 

Makueni,  

Bishop Masika 

Improved food 

security 

 

 50m 

From 

March 

2017 

 All 

locations 

(vulnerable

s) 

 

Relief seed 

distribution 

7000 DOALF 

NDMA/Red cross, 

world vision, LWR 

,, 30M Februar

y 
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 All wards Promoting, 

production 

and 

utilization 

of drought 

tolerant 

crops,.e.g. 

green 

grams, 

cowpeas, 

sorghum. 

10,000 DOALF, world 

vision, africa sand 

dam,FAO/other 

partners 

Improved food 

security 

10m On 

going 

 All wards Promoting 

in situ water 

harvesting 

technologie

s e.g. Bench 

Terraces, 

Zai pits 

10,000 DOALF,worldvisi

on,africa sand 

dam,FAO 

Improved food 

security 

 20m On 

going 

 All wards Promoting 

drip 

irrigation 

5000 DOALF , World 

vision, NDMA 

Improved food 

security 

 10m On 

going 

Longterm interventions 

 All  Support to 

conservatio

n 

agriculture, 

CA 

 

8000 

DOALF 

Bishop Masika 

Slight increase 

in yields/food 

security. 

 5m   ,, 

 Kibwezi,ea

st, Kibwezi 

west, 

Makueni(K

itise,Mavin

dini, 

Kathonzwe

ni),Mbooni 

(kalawa) 

General 

food 

distribution  

to schools 

and the 

vulnerable 

persons 

5,000 Ministry of interior 

and coordination of 

National 

government  

Fair   10m 2017/18  

,, ,, 

Kibwezi,ea

st, Kibwezi 

west, 

Makueni(K

itise,Mavin

dini, 

Kathonzwe

ni),Mbooni 

(kalawa) 

Cash for 

assets 

15,000 Coordination  

NDMA , WFP, 

World Vision , 

Line department  

High  -  2017/20

18 

 Kibwezi,ea

st, Kibwezi 

west, 

Fall Army 

worm 

control-

8000 DoALF, FAO, Improved food 

security 

6.5m   

ongoing 
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Makueni(K

itise,Mavin

dini, 

Kathonzwe

ni),Mbooni 

(kalawa) 

Pestcides 

Mkn 

county 

All   Support to 

conservatio

n 

agriculture, 

CA 

 

3000 

DOALF 

Bishop Masika 

Slight increase 

in yields. 

  4M  2017/18 

Livestock 

Makueni Kuku 

Kienyenji 

poultry  

commercializat

ion project for 

increased food 

security and 

income 

generation 

Mbooni 10000 GMC, farmers, 

partners 

Food And 

Nutrition 

Security 

5M  2017/18 

Makueni Dairy value 

chain 

improvement  

programme 

Mbooni 20000 GMC,DFCS,F

ARMERS,KA

VES,TECHNO

SERVE 

Food 

Nutrition 

Employment 

 2017/18 

Makueni GoatsValue 

Chain 

Improvement 

Programme 

MBOONI 10000 GMC,FARME

RS,PARINERS 

Food 

Nutrition 

Employment 

 2017/18 

Makueni Farmers  

Research 

,Extension And 

Advisory  

Services  

Improvement 

For Increased 

Farm Output 

and 

Productivity 

MBOONI 100000 GMC,DFCS,F

ARMERS,KA

VES,TECHNO

SERVE 

Increased 

Farm Out and 

Productivity 

 2017/18 

Makueni local poultry 

improvement 

project 

Mbooni 4 wards 

(5000 

pp 

SCLPO 

,WARD 

OFFICERS 

and  

community 

more food 

and income 

5m  1 FY 

(2018-

2019) 

Makueni Drought 

Mitigation and 

Community 

Resilience 

Mbooni 

(Kalawa 

Ward) 

5000 GMC,FARME

RS 

  1 

FY(201

8-2019) 
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Enhancement  

Interventions  

Water sector 

Immediate 

All sub 

counties 

Pipeline 

extension, 

dams and 

borehole 

construction   

 100000 County 

Government 

240million On going Varied  

Health  and Nutrition sector 

Makueni All  Vitamin A 

Supplemen

tation 

99,379 DoH- 

UNICEF 

ECDE 

Improve 

Immune 

system 

2m Jul-Dec 

2018 

 All  Zinc 

Supplemen

tation 

5000 DoH-UNICEF For improved 

growth and 

Development  

Better 

Management 

of Diarrhoea 

650,000 Jul-Dec 

2018 

 All  Manageme

nt of Acute 

Malnutriti

on 

(IMAM)  

1372 -DoH 

-UNICEF 

-KRCS 

-WFP 

 

Prevent Child 

mortality in 

Malnutrition  

18m Jul-Dec 

2018 

 All  IYCN 

Interventio

ns (EBF 

and 

Timely 

Intro of 

compleme

ntary 

Foods) 

43,200 -DoH 

-UNICEF 

 

Improve 

Child growth 

and 

Development 

1,909,250 Jul-Dec 

2018 

 All  Iron Folate 

Supplemen

tation 

among 

Pregnant 

Women 

4200 -DoH 

-UNICEF 

-N I 

Prevents 

Foetus 

malformation 

and anaemia 

6m Jul-Dec 

2018 

 All  Dewormin

g 

62495 -DoH 

-MOE 

 

Prevent  2m 

 

 

Jul-Dec 

2018 

 

6.3 Recommended Interventions 

6.3.1 Food interventions 
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Table 19 summarizes the recommended food interventions, while tables 20 and 21 summarize 

schools that should be targeted with the Scholl Feeding Programmes. 

 

Table 19: Population in need of food assistance 

Sub County Ward Population % in need Intervention 

Kibwezi West 

Mulala/Emali      25,657  20-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Nguu/masimba      23,764  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Makindu      42,094  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Nguumo      28,208  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kikumbulyu South      26,368  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kikumbulyu North      20,314  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kibwezi East 

Thange      31,654  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Masongaleni      32,270  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Nzambani/Ivingoni      33,442  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

MtitoAndei      34,354  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Makueni 

Mbitini       30,348  15-20 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Nzaui/Kalamba/kilili      37,042  15-20 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Muvau/ kikumini      24,477  20-25 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kathonzweni      31,277  25-30 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Mavindini      23,274  25-30 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kitise/kithuki      22,054  25-30 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Wote      25,326  15-20 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Mbooni 

Tulimani      35,350  20-25 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Mbooni      33,774  15-20 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kithungo/kitundu      28,185  10-25 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kisau/Kiteta      37,059  15-20 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kako/Waia      23,082  15-20 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kalawa      27,174  30-35 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kilome 

KiimaKiu/ Kalanzoni      22,991  20-25 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Mukaa      26,525  10-15 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kasikeu      38,348  10-15 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kaiti 

Kee      26,649  10-15 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Kilungu      33,952  10-15 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Ilima      26,649  10-15 GFD/FFA/CFA 

Ukia      38,490  10-15 GFD/FFA/CFA 

 

Table 20: Schools without SMP 

Sub-county Intervention Justification Location 
No. of 

beneficiaries 

Proposed 

Implementers 

Required 

resources 

(M) 

Available 

Resources 

Time 

frame 

Makindu Food supply 
Not under 

HGSM 
All  7,876 

Moe and 

Partners 
3.94 Nil  

50 

Days 
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Kathonzweni Food supply 
Not under 

HGSM 
All  19,381 

Moe and 

Partners 
9.7 Nil  

50 

Days 

Nzaui Food Supply 
Not under 

HGSM 
All  21,399 

Moe and 

partners 
10.7 Nil  

50 

Days 

Mbooni East Food Supply 
Not under 

HGSM 
All  20,819 

Moe and 

partners 
10.4 NIL 

50 

Days 

Mukaa Food Supply 
Not Under 

HGSM 
All  23,879 

Moe and 

partners 
11.94 Nil  

50 

Days 

Makueni 
Food 

Suppply 

Not Under 

HGSM 
All  27,814 

Moe and 

partners 
13.9 Nil  

50 

Days 

Mbooni West Food supply 
Not under 

HGSM 
All  31,799 

Moe  and 

Partners 
15.9 Nil  

50 

Days 

kilungu Food supply 
Not under 

HGSM 
All  17,944 

Moe and 

partners 
8.97 Nil  

50 

Days 

kibwezi Food supply 
Not under 

HGSM 
All  26,735 Moe Partners  13.4 Nil  

50 

Days 

    
197,646 

 
98.8 

  

 
         

Table 21:Early childhood education centres without SMP 

Sub-county 
Interventio

n 

Justificatio

n 

Locatio

n 

No. of 

beneficiari

es 

implemente

rs 

Required 

Resourc

es (M) 

Availabl

e 

Resourc

e 

Timeframe 

Mbooni 

west 

Food 

supply 
drought All  5,038 

Makueni 

county 

government 

0.25 Nil  
Immediatel

y 

Mbooni 

East 

Food 

supply 
drought All  3,963 

County 

government 
1.98 Nil  

Immediatel

y 

kibwezi 
Food 

supply 
drought All  8,737 

County 

government 
4.37 Nil  

Immediatel

y 

Nzaui 
Food 

Supply 
drought All  6,135 

County 

government 
3.06 Nil  

Immediatel

y 

Kilungu 
Food 

Supply 
drought All  4,120 

County 

Governmen

t 

2.06 Nil  
Immediatel

y 

Makueni 
Food 

supply 
drought All  3,556 

County 

Governmen

t 

1.78 Nil  
Immediatel

y 

Mukaa 
Food 

supply 
drought All  5,981 

County 

Governmen

t 

2.99 Nil  
Immediatel

y 

Kathonzwe

ni 

Food 

supply 
drought All  3,934 

County 

Governmen

t  

1.97 Nil  
Immediatel

y 
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Makindu 
Food 

supply 
drought All  3,067 

County 

Governmen

t 

1.53 Nil  
Immediatel

y 

 

   

44,531   19.99 

  Table 16: Non-food interventions 

 

6.3.2 Non-food interventions 

Table 22 is a summary of the recommended nonfood interventions in Makueni County. 

 

Table 22:Non-food interventions 

Agriculture Sector 

Sub County Ward Intervention No. of 

beneficiari

es 

Proposed 

Implementers 

Required 

Resources 

Available 

Resources  

Time 

Frame 

Makueni  In situ water 

harvesting 

technologies up 

scaled – ripping 

services, micro 

water 

catchments for 

crop production 

All wards County 

government, FAO, 

CARITAS, 

 

- - On going . 

Kibwezi west All wards  Mechanized 

conservation 

agriculture using 

heavy duty 

tractors equipped 

with the 

necessary 

implements 

44,000 County 

government 

DOALF, 

Implementing 

partners 

Funds  -  Long 

rains 2018 

  

All wards 

Re-designing of  

farm ponds to 

accommodate 

high volume 

water. 

 County 

government, 

DOALF, 

Implementing 

partners 

 

Funds 

-  

 Long 

rains 2018 

  Upscaling of zai 

pit technology 

 

44,000 

County 

government, 

DOALF, 

Implementing 

partners 

Funds  -  

 All wards Provision of 

farm inputs at 

subsidized 

prices, NO 

FREE INPUTS. 

44,.000 County govt, 

DOALF, 

Implementing 

partners 

Funds -  

 Long 

rains 2018 

Livestock 
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Mbooni, Kaiti. 

Makueni. 

Kibwezi East 

and West and 

Kilome 

All 

Wards 

Increased 

diagnosis, 

surveillance for 

outbreaks of 

pests and 

diseases for 

livestock 

20,000 GMC, 

PARTINERS 

   

Mbooni, Kaiti. 

Makueni. 

Kibwezi East 

and West and 

Kilome 

All 

wards 

Promotion of 

irrigated Pasture 

and fodder 

production and 

farming to 

support the 

commercialized 

livestock value 

chains –poultry, 

dairy, shoats 

20,000 GMC, 

PARTINERS 
   

Mbooni, Kaiti. 

Makueni. 

Kibwezi East 

and West and 

Kilome 

 Promotion of 

post-harvest 

value addition 

and agro 

processing of 

livestock 

products  

20,000 GMC, 

PARTINERS 
   

Mbooni, Kaiti. 

Makueni. 

Kibwezi East 

and West and 

Kilome 

All 

Wards 

Promotion of 

pasture  and 

fodder 

production,conse

rvation storage 

and sale for 

improved 

livestock 

enterprises. 

20,000 GMC, 

PARTINERS 
   

Water and Sanitation 

KIMAWASCO 

Kibwezi East 

and West, along 

Mombasa road 

and parts of 

Makueni Sub 

County 

All 

Wards 

Subsidized water 

tracking 
118 trips  

County 

Government  
359,808 

 

Nil  
3 months 

WOWASCO- 

Makueni, 

Mboini, Kaiti 

and Kilome 

All 

Wards Subsidized water 

tracking 
70 trips  

County 

Government  
372,000 

 

Nil  
3 months 

KIMAWASCO 

Kibwezi East 

and West, along 

Mombasa road 

All 

Wards Fuel subsidy to 

schemes  
14 Schemes 

County 

government  
126,560 

 

Nil  
3 months 
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and parts of 

Makueni Sub 

County 

WOWASCO- 

Makueni, 

Mboini, Kaiti 

and Kilome 

All 

Wards Subsidized water 

tracking 
45 schemes  

County 

government  
422,100 Nil  3 months 

 


