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1.0 Summary of Food and Nutrition Security Conditions
1.1 Overall food and nutrition security situation
The 2017 long rains mid-season assessment has
estimated that between 3 million to 3.5 million
people in the pastoral, agro pastoral and marginal
agricultural areas will require assistance by August
2017. The long rains delayed by 2 - 4 weeks across
the pastoral and marginal agriculture areas, and was
largely below average in cumulative amounts, mostly
50 – 75 percent of normal, with poor and uneven
temporal and spatial distribution.
Poor crop performance is expected over most parts of
the country more so in the southeast and coastal
areas. A combination of erratic long rains and the fall
army worm (FAW) infestation which has since
spread to about 25 counties, is likely to affect overall
long rains crop production. Staple food prices have
continued to steeply increase from January 2017 and
wholesale maize prices are atypically 40 - 62 percent
above the recent five year averages. The prices are
expected to seasonal increase and remain at above
average levels.
In Pastoral areas, pasture and browse is still poor to
fair and body conditions remain atypically fair to
poor, affecting livestock productivity. Milk
availability at household level is 1 litre and less per
day compared to the normal 2 – 3 litres. Terms of
trade are unfavorable due to higher than normal
food prices and below average livestock prices
compromising the purchasing power and
constraining household food access and
consumption. As projected, more households had
moved to the Crisis (IPC Phase 3) in April (Figure
1) compared to February, in parts of the pastoral
and coastal areas.
Similarly, the nutrition situation also deteriorated
through April in most areas (Figure 2) and are
extremely critical or critical in most pastoral areas.
However, trends in acute malnutrition remained
fairly stable across the semi-arid counties.

3

1.2 Projected food security situation
1.2.1 Prognosis assumptions
The food security outcomes in the next six months (June – November 2017) will be determined
by several factors. The assumptions being made are;
 The March to May long rains in Kenya’s ASAL areas have so far been cumulatively
approximately between 50 – 75 percent of normal and poorly distributed across time and
space. It likely that they will result in significant deficits in amounts across most areas.


Wholesale maize prices in the urban markets of Nairobi, Mombasa, Kisumu, and Eldoret,
have risen since the beginning of the year due to low supplies in the country because of
below average crop production and reduced imports in the face of increased demand. Maize
prices are expected to remain high through the end of 2017.



The expected below-average total cumulative seasonal rainfall in the ASAL areas of Kenya
is likely to result in a below-average long rains crop production in July and resultant below
average stocks at household level. This will however be mitigated by increased imports
from neighbouring Uganda and Tanzania that are expected to mitigate the supply shortfalls
in the markets.



According to NOAA/CPC, preliminary forecasts for the 2017 short rains between October
to December are likely to be above average across eastern areas of Kenya.



The Fall and African Armyworm infestation has affected approximately 148,000 hectares
(69,000 hectares in the ASALs) of maize crop at the early stages of crop development and
is likely to impact negatively on the long rains crop production.



The forecasted above average short rains are expected to drive significant improvements in
forage and water availability in the pastoral areas resulting in improved livestock body
condition and productivity from November onwards.



Increased agricultural activities driven by the above average short rains are expected to
improve household income and purchasing power in the marginal agricultural areas from
October.

1.2.2 Prognosis (June – November)
Marginal agricultural areas
Between June and July, the likely below average short cycle crops and long rains harvest will
restrict wage income from agricultural activities but nevertheless provide some reprieve to the
households. This will however be short lived and from August depletion of household food stocks
will increase dependence on the high-priced staple food commodities that will restrict household
food access and food consumption. Household food insecurity will further increase during this
lean period through October and more households will experience Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes
especially in Kilifi (Kaloleni, Ganze and Magarini), and in the eastern parts of Lamu.
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The onset of the forecasted above-average October – December short rains is expected to improve
household income as agricultural activities intensify especially taking into consideration this is the
main cropping season for the area. Adequate forage regeneration will improve livestock body
condition and milk availability at household level bringing about a reduction in malnutrition levels
especially for children under five years of age. Improved income at household level will increase
household food availability and consumption. Significant improvements are expected with
households in the Stressed (IPC Phase 2) phase expected to move to the Minimal (IPC Phase 1)
phase and most households in the Crisis (IPC Phase 3) phase expected to improve to the Stressed
(IPC Phase 2) phase.
Pastoral areas
Poor regeneration of range resources especially of pasture across most of the pastoral zones caused
by below average rains is likely to result in their rapid deterioration from June driving more
livestock, including those left home earlier to migrate away, there is a likelihood of more livestock
mortality during the peak of the lean season. Poor livestock body conditions and absence of
livestock in the homesteads through migration and likely mortalities will reduce household milk
availability and purchasing power. Worsening the situation will be high food prices at a time of
high market dependence hence limiting food access. Household food and milk consumption is
expected to decrease with malnutrition increasing further especially in children under five from
July through November. More households in northern parts of Marsabit, northern and eastern parts
of Turkana, parts of Garissa (Ladgera, Balambala, Modogashe, Sankuri, Dadaab, Warsame,
Sangole and parts of Ijara), Tana River (Chifiri, Titila, Hakoka, Wayu, Bura and Asa Kone), and
northern parts of West Pokot and Baringo will move into Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through October.
Rangeland resources are expected to improve from October driven by the above average short
rains and attract livestock back from the dry season grazing areas. Livestock body conditions are
expected to improve from November and as households seek to restock lost animals, demand will
stay high fetching better prices in the markets improving purchasing power at household level.
Increased food and milk consumption is expected at household level slightly reducing malnutrition
levels and overall food insecurity. A majority of households that were in the Stressed (IPC Phase
2) phase are likely to improve to the Minimal (IPC Phase 1) phase and those in the Crisis (IPC
Phase 3) phase moving to the Stressed (IPC Phase 2) phase. A few households in isolated areas
that may not receive sufficient rainfall will likely fail to show substantial improvement and remain
in the Crisis (IPC Phase 3) phase of food insecurity.
The key factors to monitor over the next six months include;
 Staple food prices
 Spread of armyworm infestations
 Likelihood of sustained conflict over rangeland resources
 Impacts of programmes and interventions
1.3 National food supply situation and overall crop prospects
The State Department of Agriculture (SDA) projects that poor crop performance is expected to
continue over most parts of southeastern and coastal Kenya. However, overall crop performance
may be dictated by how the Fall Armyworm is controlled and managed in these areas. The State
Department of Agriculture (SDA) indicates deficit food stocks through August 2017. The
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Government of Kenya has approved importation of 5.7 million bags of duty free white maize in
the next four months and 5 million bags of yellow maize for livestock feed to ease pressure on
white maize, which is expected to stabilize prices before the July – August harvest becomes
available.
According to the East Africa Cross Border Trade Bulletin for April 2017, produced by the Market
Analysis Subgroup of the Food Security and Nutrition Working Group, during the first quarter
(January to March) of 2017, trade volumes of imports into Kenya have been about 25,441 and
5,474 MT from Uganda and Tanzania which have been 64 and 77 percent below the four-year
averages respectively due to below average crop production in these countries in 2016. Maize
imports from Ethiopia were about 8,276 MT and exceptionally above average as demand for maize
increased in the markets of Northeastern Kenya, as the high priced local supplies dwindled. For
the period April to September 2017 maize availability is set to increase within the Eastern Africa
region with May - August (Msimu) harvests from Tanzania, June-July harvests in Uganda, Rwanda
and Burundi, July to September harvests in parts of Kenya. In Kenya, uncertainties loom because
of the below average rains and the armyworm infestation. Grain prices are expected to dwindle
early resulting in higher prices in northern and northeastern Kenya.
Food price trends
Across the urban reference
markets of Nairobi, Mombasa,
Eldoret
and
Kisumu,
wholesale maize prices have
been on a gradual rise since
January attributed to a decline
in supplies due to below
average 2016 long and short
rains harvests within the
country and below average
production in the neighboring
countries of Uganda and
Tanzania resulting in reduced
cross border imports. In April,
prices were atypically high
between 40 – 62 percent above
the five-year averages (Figure 3). The speculative trading and a high common (East African)
external tariff that prevents competitive imports of maize from overseas have also contributed to
the high prices. Dry bean prices rose by 7 and 10 percent in Nairobi and Eldoret respectively as
supplies from outside markets dwindled in Nairobi while in Eldoret the local supplies sourced
from production areas such as Marakwet dwindled. In Mombasa and Kisumu, the prices remain
unseasonably elevated due to depleted local supplies and increased dependence on higher priced
inter-county and cross border imports. Across the markets the bean prices are 19 – 33 percent
above the five-year averages but still following seasonal trends implying increased scarcity of the
commodity.
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1.4 Scope of the 2017 mid-season assessments
The rapid food and nutrition rapid mid-season
assessment was conducted by the Kenya Food
Security Steering Group (KFSSG) and the technical
teams of the County Steering Groups (CSGs) from
8th to 12th of May 2017. The four multi sectoral
National teams made field visits to 14 arid and semiarid counties.
The overall objective of this assessment was to
undertake an objective, evidence-based and
transparent food and nutrition security situation
analysis following the onset of the long rains season
of 2017, considering the cumulative effect of
previous seasons, and to provide early warning and
recommendations for possible response options.
The livelihoods that were assessed included the
northwestern pastoral counties of Turkana, Samburu
and Marsabit; the northeastern pastoral counties of
Garissa, Isiolo, and Tana River; the agro pastoral
counties of West Pokot, Baringo and Laikipia, the southeastern marginal agricultural counties of
Makueni and Kitui and the Coastal marginal agricultural counties of Taita Taveta, Kilifi and
Kwale. In the nine ASAL counties not visited, the technical CSGs conducted rapid assessments
using the checklist developed by KFSSG and submitted the data and reports for analysis.
The Selection of the counties to be assessed through field visits by the National teams was based
on several criteria including: the delayed onset and performance of the 2017 long rains and
preceding two seasons; a detailed desk review of trends in key production and food security
indicators; and analysis of the latest nutrition survey results and trends. Most CSGs conducted
county-level rapid assessments prior to the national assessments and prepared data and reports
using a methodological framework developed by the technical working group of the
KFSSG. Assessments included discussions and verifications with technical CSGs, transect drives
and limited community interviews. Livelihood zones were used as the unit of analysis, employing
a multi-sectoral approach.
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2.0 Drivers of Food and Nutrition Security
2.1 Rainfall performance
The rainfall onset varied across the livelihood zones with the southern agro pastoral and southeast
marginal areas having an onset ranging from normal
to two dekads late. The onset in the coastal and
pastoral areas was late by 3 - 4 dekads apart from
northern Turkana where onset was early by one dekad
and North Horr in Marsabit where it was one dekad
late. The distribution was mostly poor across time and
uneven across space. Cumulative amounts received
from the beginning of March to the time of the
assessment (mid-May) were mostly below average
with a majority of the ASAL counties receiving
between 50-75 percent, southern Turkana, northwest
Garissa, northern Kajiado, central Baringo and
majority of Tana River and Isiolo received 25-50
percent, while in parts of Marsabit, Wajir, Garissa,
Kitui, Narok and a majority of Taita Taveta, Kwale,
and Kilifi it ranged between 90 - 125, the coastal strip
received rainfall ranging between 125 - 200 percent
of normal where it caused major flooding in Kwale
and Kilifi. The rainfall forecast shows a high
probability of reduced rainfall in the ASALs through
early June possibly signaling an approach to the end
of the rainy season.
2.2 High food prices
Staple food prices across the urban reference markets of Nairobi, Mombasa, Eldoret and Kisumu
have been on a gradual rise since January attributed to a decline in supplies due to below average
2016 long and short rains harvests within the country and below average production in the
neighbouring countries of Uganda and Tanzania resulting in reduced cross border imports.
2.3 Pests and diseases
The Fall Armyworm (FAW), the larvae of the a rapidly reproducing fall armyworm moth
originating from the Americas that feeds on more than 80 plant species, including maize, rice,
sorghum and sugarcane was first detected in Trans Nzoia County in the second week of March on
off-season irrigated maize. It has since spread to 25 counties and has already affected
approximately 148,000 hectares of maize (69,000 ha in the ASALs) by mid-season. The African
Armyworm (AAW) was also reported in coastal marginal and southeastern marginal counties
affecting several acres of maize crop.
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2.4 Conflicts and insecurity
Resource based conflicts intensified with the drought in the ASAL counties. Poor regeneration of
pasture and inadequate recharge of water sources increased competition among pastoralist
communities especially in Baringo and Laikipia which were worst hit by conflict and insecurity.
Laikipia East Sub County in Laikipia has been the most affected and the major security incidences
reported include conflicts between farmers and pastoralists in Kimugandura, Rugutu, Ngarengiro
and Ethi sub-locations. There have been reported inter- ethnic conflicts between the Maasai and
Samburu over pasture along the border and into Laikipia East and North Sub-counties. Increased
armed bandit activity in the sub-county led to increased cases of stock theft in the areas of Powys,
Segera and Endana villages in Segera location, Nginyei, Mukima and Nyakumu villages in
Muramati location.
Numerous instances of illegal grazing and invasion of private ranches and land occurred between
March and April where pastoralists overran Mugie, Loisaba, Olmaisor, Sosian, Suyian, Loldaiga,
Mpala, Laikipia Nature Conservancy, Olenaisho, ADC Mutara and Kifuko which include Segera
and Ole Naishu Ranches. This has resulted in the loss of lives of security personnel, ranch owners
and farm headers. The government declared parts of Laikipia County as hostile and dangerous and
began the forceful disarmament and eviction of illegal grazers using the Kenya Defense Forces
(KDF). The insecurity has limited access to communities affected by the drought especially those
in need of humanitarian assistance.
In Baringo County, the areas of Tiaty, Baringo North and Baringo South were gazetted as disturbed
and dangerous following increased conflict in the areas. Security operations by KDF are ongoing
that are limiting access to grazing areas and water sources disrupting the pastoralists’ livelihood
activities, and also limiting access to humanitarian assistance. In Tiaty Sub county, markets were
disrupted constraining household food access. Insecurity caused closure of 50 percent of health
facilities in East Pokot and five in Baringo South denying a large number of household’s access to
nutrition and health care services.
2.5 Flooding
The coastal cluster (Kilifi, Kwale and Taita Taveta counties) experienced flooding in the last few
weeks, as a result of heavy rainfall, which has affected approximately 2,500 households and which
has also led to destruction of crops. Marsabit County also experienced flooding in Dukana and
Maikona areas which swept away approximately 20,000 heads of livestock.
3.0 Impacts of Drivers on Food and Nutrition Security
3.1 Crop production
Rain fed crop production
Delayed onset of rains, except in Baringo, and erratic rains resulted in delayed planting in most of
the counties. This has affected the stage of growth of the crops compared to normal. In Embu,
Kajiado, Narok (Transmara West and East), maize is at the vegetative stage and beans are
flowering as opposed to the normal podding and tasseling.
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In Laikipia, Samburu, Mandera,
Tharaka Nithi, Wajir, Kilifi,
Kwale, Makueni, Kitui, Garissa,
Tana River (Kipini), Marsabit,
West Pokot and Meru North,
maize is at germination to knee
high while beans are between the
emergence and four leaves stage.
Crops were exhibiting water stress
conditions in some of these areas,
while replanting was noted in parts
of West Pokot, Baringo and
Samburu. Lack of rains inhibited
planting
by
agro
pastoral
communities in Isiolo, parts of Turkana and Tana River. The total area planted is below long-term
average in most counties with an exception of Kilifi where it increased by 33 percent due to more
favorable rains and support with tractor services to the farmers by the County government.
Estimated achieved acreage is 422,690 hectares out of 482,976 hectares (Figure 6) which is
approximately a 25 percent reduction due to the late onset and the predictions of depressed rains
that influenced decisions not to plant and to reduce planted area.
Production is likely to be below average as a result of the late planting and the depressed rains.
The African army worm and fall army worm infestation, reported in 11 counties, and affecting an
estimated 148,000 hectares, of which 69,000 hectares is in the ASALs, is also likely to affect
production. There are efforts to control the pest by farmers and the government.
Markets and trade
Markets are well provisioned
although at low volumes.
Staple food prices have been
on an increasing trend since
January above the five-year
average in most markets,
coupled with
inadequate
supplies from the major maize
growing areas, Tanzania and
Uganda. In the coastal
marginal zones, prices were
unseasonably elevated above
average between 8, 47 and 56
percent in Taita Taveta, Kwale
and Kilifi respectively due to
depleted household stocks and
limited market supplies caused
by the ongoing drought and high cost of supplies from cross border trade with Tanzania. Retail
prices in the southeastern marginal mixed farming zones also increased as supplies dwindled in
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the external source markets and were elevated by 23-75 percent above the averages due to depleted
household stocks and increased demand across the zone. The prices are however not following
seasonal trends as stabilizing factors like alternative staples are also low in supply. In the pastoral
markets, prices were six percent below average in Mandera and stable in Wajir due to continued
preference of substitutes but 13-42 percent above average in Marsabit, Garissa and Isiolo due to
depleted household stocks and increased marketing costs. Prices followed seasonal trend in all
pastoral counties except in Marsabit where they were altered by an unseasonal scarcity of maize
from Ethiopia due to the ongoing drought. Maize stocks held by households are negligible as a
result of consecutive seasons of below average crop production and reliance is mainly on the
markets to obtain food commodities.
3.2 Livestock production
Livestock production contributes 80 – 90 and 20 – 60 percent to cash income in the pastoral, and
agro-pastoral livelihood zones, respectively. Pasture and browse conditions was poor to fair across
the clusters due to poor regeneration occasioned by below average long rains, but depleted in areas
that experienced significant rainfall deficits (. Pasture is expected to last 1 - 2 months, until end
of June compared with the normal three months to mid-August, while browse is projected to last
for the normal 2-3 months, up to mid-August. The prevailing high land surface temperatures are
expected to exacerbate forage depletion. Browse available in Chari (Isiolo County) was not
accessible due to resource-based insecurity. The current poor pasture and browse availability is
being addressed through livestock feeds supplementation across the clusters. The livestock body
condition is poor but improving to fair for all species in the pastoral and agro-pastoral areas. The
situation is expected to prevail over the next two months to mid-July.
Birth and mortality rates were below normal for all the livestock species across the clusters. Milk
availability at the household level was 0 - 1 litres per day compared with the normal amount of 23 litres per day, with 100 percent of the milk produced was being consumed at the household level.
The average retail price of raw milk was Ksh. 70 - 120 per litre while a litre of processed milk was
being sold at Ksh. 150 - 200 which is double the normal price at this time of the year. Kwale and
Wajir Counties recorded the highest prices of raw milk at Ksh. 50 and 200 respectively.
The return trekking distances from grazing areas to water points were 10 – 15 km compared with
the normal distance of 5 km in the pastoral areas and 0 - 4 km which is normal for the season in
the agro-pastoral, marginal mixed and mixed farming areas. Distances were expected to reduce
further with progression of the rains. Livestock were watered daily across the clusters except in
pastoral areas of Tana River, Garissa, Kajiado and Turkana where watering was once in two days.
Available water sources are expected to last for one month to mid-June in the pastoral areas and 3
- 4 months (August-September) in the agro-pastoral and mixed farming livelihood zones.
Progressive reduction in herd sizes due to drought-related deaths, commercial and slaughter
offtakes in the past three months was reported in the pastoral zone across the clusters. An estimated
80 - 90 percent of cattle and 50 percent of camels have out-migrated. Minimal movements were
reported since most of the livestock remained in the dry season grazing areas. In Tana River and
Lamu, livestock were concentrated at Mkunumbi areas. However, livestock from Somalia, Wajir
South and Garissa have migrated to towards Fafi, Ijara and Boni forest areas; whereas in Laikipia
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livestock are migrating back to Samburu, Baringo, West Pokot and Isiolo counties which have
regenerated pastures and browse.
There were no outbreak of notifiable diseases across all the clusters. However, suspected cases of
Foot and Mouth Disease, Contagious Caprine Pleuro pneumonia (CCPP), Contagious Bovine
Pleuro pneumonia (CBPP), Peste de Petit Ruminants and Sheep and Goat Pox were reported. The
concentration of livestock in the dry season grazing zones is likely to deplete available pasture and
water and also increase the risk of livestock disease outbreaks. Livestock mortalities varied across
species and livelihood zones and were mainly attributed to drought, hypothermia, diseases and
natural death. On-going commercial and slaughter off-take has lessened the livestock mortality
burden.
Livestock prices generally
remained stable except in
Garissa where the price
increased by 76 percent
attributed
to
increased
demand, limited supplies due
to migration and improved
body condition driven by
improved forage. The prices
were 9 – 46 percent below
average across all markets due
to the below average livestock
body conditions caused by the
ongoing drought. Prices are
following seasonal trends as
they respond to the improved
forage driven by the ongoing
long rains. Terms of trade
across the pastoral areas remained below the long-term averages caused by a combination of high
food prices and below average livestock prices. The low terms of trade imply reduced purchasing
power at household level at a time of high market dependence for food commodities, constraining
household food access and consumption.
3.3 Water availability
The ongoing long rains have led to significant improvement in water availability and access in
most counties. However, recharge levels remain low with surface water sources in most counties
holding between 40-60 percent of their capacity and are expected to last for 2-3 months (July –
August). Lowest recharge of about 20 percent have been noted in Isiolo and most parts of Kajiado,
Turkana and Baringo where pans were expected to last for two to three weeks to the end of May,
while dams were expected to last for one and half months to the end of June. Though rainfall
amounts are low, high siltation levels continue to limit full capacity of the reservoirs. Flash floods
were experienced in Dukana in Marsabit, while flooding due to high rain intensity was experienced
in parts of Samburu, Turkana, Kwale, Taita Taveta and Kilifi. Most rivers such as River Ewaso
Nyiro are now flowing downstream but flows remain low. Conflicts over water shortage have
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reduced though it is being experienced in Ombolion in West Pokot County while conflicts due to
over abstraction by upstream water users/irrigators in Sirimon and Timau area in Laikipia have
diminished.
Return distances to water sources have reduced to 1-3 Km in most parts. However, distance remain
high, ranging from 6 – 10 kmin the pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of Baringo, Meru North,
Marsabit (El-hadi, Balesa and Dukana) Taita Taveta (Mwakitau, Kishushe, Kasigau, Kisimenyi,
Mwachabo and Nakruto), , Isiolo (Malkagalla, Kipsing, Lakole and Dogogicha, Iresaboru, Bassa,
Alango, and Dololo Dakiye and Oldonyiro), Kilifi (Ganze, Kaloleni and Magarini), Kitui (Ikutha
and Tseikuru). Cherab ward in Isiolo and Mosiro and Magadi in Kajiado County recorded return
distances of up to 20km. Waiting times have stabilized at less than 30 minutes in most parts.
Water consumption per person per day average about 15-20 litres with an exception some of the
areas mentioned above that still recorded above average return distances. The price of a 20 litre
jerrycan of water costs an average of Ksh. 2-5. However, areas with no reliable sources such as
Kamtonga, Buguta, Kishushe, Kisimenyi in Taita Taveta, Tseukuru and Endau ward in Kitui, some
parts of Kilifi and West Pokot, water vendors are selling the same quantity at between Ksh 10-25.
The highest prices have been observed in Kaloleni and Ganze in Kilifi and Modogashe and
Malkagalla in Isiolo where vendors are selling between Ksh 30 – 50 per 20 litre jerrycan.
3.4 Health and Nutrition
As projected during the short rains assessment in February 2017, nutrition situation deteriorated
across arid and semi-arid counties between February and April. In most of the counties, acute
malnutrition using the NDMA sentinel screening reported the proportion of children with midupper arm circumference (MUAC < 135 mm) being above the LTA. Across the counties there
were increasing trends of admission in IMAM program mainly attributed to mass screening and
community outreach services coupled with deteriorating situation (Figure 9 and 10).
The main factors that could
have contributed to the
nutrition situation in the midseason include; decrease in
food consumption resulting
from high costs of food items in
the markets and inadequate
household stocks due to poor
harvests realized in the
previous season and livestock
migration. The Coping Stategy
Index (CSI) was also found to
be relatively higher implying
an increase in the frequency
and the number of households employing consumption based coping strategies. The most
commonly employed coping mechanisms over the period included reliance on less preferred and
or less expensive food, reduction in the number of meals and reduction in portion or size of meals.
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Meal frequency and dietary diversity have deteriorated in all the clusters compared to the same
period
last
year.
The
composition of meals taken in
most counties included five
groups
namely
cereals,
vegetables, pulses, fruits, milk
and meat. Meal frequency
ranged between one to two
meals per day as compared to
the normal of three to four
meals
per
day.
Food
consumption
score
for
acceptable in majority of the
counties shows a deterioration.
The leading cases of morbidity
for both children under five
years and the general population in the counties were; Upper Respiratory Tract Infections (URTI),
diarrhoea, Pneumonia and fever. The trends of the leading causes of morbidity was generally stable
across all the clusters. However, ssuspected cases of measles outbreak were reported in the
following counties: Turkana (9), Kwale (4), Narok (3), Meru North (1). Dengue fever was also
reported in Wajir West and Mombasa during the period of the assessment.
Routine Vitamin A and immunization coverage as per DHIS was generally poor across all the
clusters, with none of the county achieving the national target of 80 percent. This poor coverage
was attributed to poor health seeking behavior. Other underlying factors that affect malnutrition
within the cluster include inadequate maternal and child care practices, low access to safe drinking
water and poor hygiene and sanitation practices. It is projected that the situation is likely to
deteriorate if the shocks continue.
Short term recommendations for the sector
 Promote multi-sectoral collaboration and coordination of efforts for synergy and effective
response.
 Sustain Integrated Outreaches and mass screening in hot spots and hard-to-reach areas
 Active follow up on of implementation of emergency response plans
 Strengthening of the supply chain management of nutrition commodities
 Scale up of WASH services in the worst hit areas
 Implementation of blanket supplementary feeding in worst hit areas
Long term recommendations for the sector
 Investment in water infrastructure and WASH interventions including Community Led Total
Sanitation.
 Develop intervention to promote behavior change to improve health seeking behavior.
 Social behavior change communication and nutrition education addressing improved maternal,
infant and young child nutrition.
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Nutrition situation is likely to deteriorate if the shocks continue across the clusters. However
ongoing interventions are likely to reduce the effects of shocks.
3.5 Education
Due to insecurity in East Pokot sub-county in Baringo, households were displaced resulting to
closure of schools. Food commodities was distributed to the displaced persons in schools through
assistance from the County government, National Government, Red Cross and World Vision.
Schools under Homegrown School Meals Programme (HGSMP), regular School Meals
Programme (SMP) received funds for the programmes in East Pokot only. The Early Childhood
and Development Education (ECDE) centres also benefited from the program though it had been
devolved. The World Food Programme through MoE has also delivered maize, cereals and pulses
to the area.
In Taita Taveta, the HGSMP is currently operational in 44 primary schools across the county
benefitting a total population of 8,350 pupils. Most schools in the mixed farming livelihood zone
have limited access to water through water harvesting. In Garissa, food was available but it had
not been transported in schools. In areas where there was livestock offtake, schools were
beneficiaries of meat from the slaughtered livestock that was included into their lunch time meals.
4.0 Interventions
4.1 Ongoing interventions
SECTOR

INTERVENTION

AGRICULTURE

Provision of relief inputs early maturing/drought resistant seeds (Maize,
Beans, Sorghum, Pasture, Cassava, Cowpeas, Finger millet
Livelihoods support/emergency cash transfers
Value chain improvement
Asset creation/productive safety net
Improvement of irrigation canals for agriculture
Relief food distributions

LIVESTOCK

Livestock offtake/destocking for slaughter
Provision of livestock supplementary feeds
Scale up of vaccination and parasite control
Controlled management of pasture and browse

WATER

Water trucking
Borehole drilling and equipping, rehabilitation
Excavation of mega water pans for livestock use
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5.2 Options for response
SECTOR

INTERVENTION

AGRICULTURE

Continued sensitization on control of the Armyworm

LIVESTOCK

Scale up and expansion of animal off-take/mass slaughter. Current efforts too
little and low scale to save livestock loss.

WATER

De-silting of pans and dams
Provision of water treatment chemicals to households and disinfection of open
water sources
Water trucking to areas under severe shortage
Provision of water storage facilities especially to schools

HEALTH AND
NUTRITION

Mass screenings and surveillance
Blanket supplementary feeding in worst hit areas
Health and Nutrition commodities
Scale up of Integrated Outreaches

EDUCATION

Provision of water treatment supplies
Provision of school milk especially to ECD
Provision of Food for fees (school fees remain high)
Fortified porridge for ECDE Children
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