National Drought Management Authority
MARSABIT COUNTY
DROUGHT EARLY WARNING BULLETIN FOR JANUARY 2019

Early Warning (EW) Phase Classification

EW PHASE: ALERT

Drought Situation & EW Phase Classification
Biophysical Indicators
 Rainfall: No rainfall was received for the month under review. However,
traced rainfall amounts were recorded for 3 days in the first dekad of
January in Moyale Central.
 Vegetation condition: The 3-months Vegetation Condition Index for
January was 25.73 which is an illustrative of a decline when compared to
the previous months’ vegetation condition index of 33.0. Generally, forage
condition is fair across the livelihood zones.
Socio Economic Indicators (Impact Indicators)



Production indicators: Livestock body condition was good-fair for all the
livestock species across the livelihood zones with exception of camels that
exhibited fair body condition. Milk production reduced to
2.4Litres/household/day but was still above the long term average.
Performance of bean was generally good across the agro-pastoral zone
whereas 45-50percent failure of maize was witnessed in the agro-pastoral
areas of Moyale and Saku sub-counties.
Access indicators: Household and livestock trekking distances to water
points increased further when compared to the preceding months water
distances. Milk consumption has declined to 1.2Litres which is near
normal. Terms of trade was favourable due to better goats’ and stable maize
prices. Main sources of water are boreholes, water pans and shallow wells.
Utilization indicators: Nutritional status of children below the age of five
years was 14.1percent which was within the cut-offs. Food consumption
score fell within the acceptable band and coping strategies remained
stressed for two consecutive months.
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1.0

CLIMATIC CONDITIONS

1.1

RAINFALL PERFORMANCE

Kenya: Marsabit County(January 2019)
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Figure 1: Dekadal Rainfall(mm) and NDVI values compared to the Long Term Average





No rainfall was received for the month under review. However, traced rainfall amounts
were recorded for a period of 3 days in Moyale Central.
From the figure shown above, dekadal long term averages (rainfall for estimate) are 3.9mm
and 3.1mm for the first and second/third dekads respectively against less than 1.0mm for the
current period.
The normalised difference vegetation index(NDVI) for the first, second and third dekads
were 0.21, 0.20 and 0.18 respectively against the normal 0.24, 0.22 and 0.19 for the current
dekads of first, second and third respectively.

2.0 IMPACTS ON VEGETATION AND WATER
2.1
VEGETATION CONDITION
2.1 1 Vegetation Condition Index (VCI)

Figure 2: Vegetation Condition Index across the County
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The foundation of the vegetation condition index institutes of relative differences in NDVI
with respect to minimum and maximum historical NDVI values.
From the matrix shown above, 3-months vegetation index for the month under review was
25.73 which illustrates a decline from the preceding months’ vegetation condition index of
33.0. The 3-months vegetation condition index remained within the moderate vegetation
deficit for two consecutive months however its absolute values declined within the two
periods.
Moderate vegetation deficit can be attributed to early cessation of the short rains coupled
with erratic and depressed rains in the pastoral areas of North Horr and Laisamis subcounties in addition to near normal rains in Moyale and Saku sub-counties which didn’t
sustain vegetation cover.
Moyale, Laisamis and North Horr sub-counties fell in the moderate vegetation deficit band
with 3-months vegetation condition index of 32.88, 24.97 and 23.69 respectively whereas
Saku sub-county remained in the normal vegetation greenness band posting 37.71 deficit
band hence significant deterioration vegetation noted within the sub-counties.

Figure 3: Vegetation Condition Index Trends across the County






The figure shown above compares January 2019 vegetation condition index to January 2018,
long term average and gives maximum and minimum values ever recorded.
From the figure shown above, vegetation condition index for the month under review was
at par with January 2018 VCI value which has been on a steady decline.
Considerable decline in the trend of vegetation condition index was witnessed because of
erratic and depressed rains which ceased early than usual.
When compared to similar periods, the current vegetation condition index is below the long
term average.
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2.1.2 Pasture
 Pasture condition is generally good-fair in the agro-pastoral livelihood zone of Moyale and
Saku sub-counties whereas fair-poor in the pastoral livelihood zone of North Horr and
Laisamis sub-counties.
 Good-fair pasture in Moyale and Saku sub-counties was due near normal rains coupled with
cumulative effect of the previous good season. North Horr and Laisamis sub-counties
generally exhibited significant pasture deterioration. In Laisamis sub-county, areas of
Lontolio, Meriile, Korr, Kargi, Sarima, Loiyangalani and Laisamis depicted fair pasture
while Mt Kulal, South Horr and Olturot had good and succulent pasture. In North Horr sub
county- Kalacha, Maikona, Balesa, Dukana, Elbesso, Gas, Malabot had poor pasture but
areas of Shurr, Turbi, Huri Hills pasture condition is generally fair.
 Reported occurrences of non-palatable vegetation was predominant in the northern and
southern parts of North Horr and Laisamis sub-counties respectively especially calotropis
procera.
 Available pasture is expected to last for the next 1 and half months against the normal
2months in the agro-pastoral areas whereas in the pastoral areas, pasture is expected to last
for the next 1month which is usual.
2.1.3 Browse
 Generally, browse condition is good-fair in the agro-pastoral zone whereas fair in the
pastoral livelihood zone. When compared to the preceding month, browse significantly
declined across the livelihood zones.
 Quality and quantity of browse is fair-poor which is normal when compared to similar
periods.
 Browse is expected to last for the next 3months against the normal 2months in the agropastoral areas whereas in the pastoral areas browse is projected to last for the next 1-2months
against the normal 2months.
2.2

WATER RESOURCE

2.2.1 Sources
Springs
14%
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7%
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17%

Pans and Dams
28%

Figure 4: Water sources across the livelihood zones
Figure 4: Major water sources across the County
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From the figure 4 shown above, the main water sources employed by the communities are
boreholes, water pans and shallow wells at 34percent, 28percent and 17percent respectively
in the month under review across the livelihood zones.
Other water sources used by the communities were traditional river wells and springs at
7percent and 14percent respectively.
Recharge levels of the open water sources are generally low at 20percent and 30percent in
the agro-pastoral livelihood zone of Moyale and Saku sub-counties respectively. More water
pans have dried up in Moyale prompting households and livestock to trek for long distances.
Approximately 8 strategic boreholes are broken down across the County due to increased
concentration of livestock which have been worsened further by inadequate water boozers
as the County has only 6 while some are grounded.
In Laisamis Sub-County, Namarei, Faraokoen, Kambinye and Kurkum face acute water
shortage. In North Horr sub-county, Dukana in areas such as (Kubi Adhi, Diid Gola, Tullu
Qarsa, Dololo Boji), Huri Hills, Yaa Gara, Kalesa, Tigo, Maikona face water crisis.
Similarly, Badanrero, Watiti, Eledimtu and Amballo also face water shortage. Water
trucking is ongoing in some of the above mentioned areas.
At this time of the year, most households usually depend on boreholes as the main source of
water which is normal at this particular time of the year.

2.2.2 Household access and Utilization

Figure 5: Current household return water distance(km) compared to Long Term Average distances(km)







From (Figure 5) shown above, return household water distances to the main water sources
was 4.5km for the month under review across the livelihood zones which exhibits
considerable increase when compared to previous months’ household water distances of
3.9km.
When compared to similar periods, the current household water distance of 4.5km is
15percent longer than the normal 3.9km. Considerable increase in return households’ water
distances was mainly occasioned drying up of 90percent of sub-surface water sources mainly
in the pastoral livelihood areas of North Horr and Laisamis sub-counties.
Average waiting time across the livelihood zones is 15-75 minutes which is above the
normal waiting time of 5-60 minutes at this particular time of the year. Longer waiting time
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were recorded in Moyale Township, Marsabit Central and southern parts of Laisamis subcounty. However, North Horr sub-county posted lower waiting time averaging to 15-30mins
due to improved water availability and access from the boreholes.
 Average water consumption in the Pastoral and Agro-pastoral areas are 6 and 8litres per
person per day respectively. In the pastoral areas, Laisamis sub-county exhibited very low
household water consumption averaging 3.5 litres per person per day whereas North Horr
sub-county was 10-12 litres per person per day which is above normal. In the agro-pastoral
areas Moyale and Saku sub-counties average water consumption was 8 litres per person per
day.
 The cost of water is zero at the source in most areas across the county with exception of
areas where borehole is pumped using generator. In Moyale Township and Marsabit Central
water vendors are selling water at Ksh.40- 50per 20litre jerrican.
2.2.3 Livestock access
 From (Figure 6) shown below, current return livestock trekking distance from grazing areas
to water points is 15.7km across the livelihood zones.
 When compared to the previous months’ livestock trekking distances of 13.6km, the current
trekking distances increased.
 Current livestock return trekking distance of 15.7km is 19percent longer than the long term
average livestock trekking distance of 13.2km
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Figure 6: Current livestock return trekking distances compared to long term average trekking distances(km)






North Horr and Laisamis sub-counties recorded longer livestock trekking distances due to
poor forage coupled with drying up of most of the open water sources. Moyale and Saku
sub-counties depicted slightly shorter livestock trekking distances due to good-fair pasture
condition.
Return trekking distance is 15-20 km for the pastoral and 5-10km for agro pastoral. Camels
are trekking longer distances at 30-40km return.
Presently, cattle are watered after every 2 days; small stock 3 days and camels after every
seven days across the livelihood zones. When compared to similar periods, watering
frequencies have increased due to longer livestock trekking distances.
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3.0

PRODUCTION INDICATORS

3.1
LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION
3.1.1 Livestock Body Condition
 Livestock body condition is generally good in the agro-pastoral areas of Moyale and Saku
sub-counties whereas good-fair in the pastoral livelihood zone of North Horr and Laisamis
sub-counties for all species. However, fair livestock body condition was noted in southern
parts of Laisamis sub-county, Dukana and Elhadi in North Horr sub-county and parts of
Karare in Saku sub-county mainly due to diseases.
 At this time of the year, body condition is usually fair for all the livestock species with
exception of camel that usually exhibit good body condition. As a result of significant
deterioration in vegetation cover across the livelihood zones coupled with increased
livestock trekking distances, livestock body condition is expected to deteriorate in the next
one month.
3.1.2 Livestock Migration
 Currently, livestock are grazing in their normal satellite camps across the livelihood zones.
 In Laisamis sub-county, livestock are migrating towards Korr- Lontolio-Merille. KorrOldonyo Mara-Mt.Kulal. Laisamis- Koya. Laisamis- Soriadi. Kargi- Maikona. Loiyangalani
–Moite. Also some livestock from Laisamis ward have migrated towards Baragoi,
Sabarwawa, Sereolipi, Archer’s post and Wamba in Samburu County whereas others have
migrated towards Belesabiliqo conservancy in Isiolo County.
 In Moyale sub-county livestock are migrating from Korondile (Wajir County) through
Dabel- Bute (Wajir County) through Watiti-Golbo ward. Southern Ethiopia towards Uran,
Obbu, Butiye and Golbo wards.
 In North Horr sub-county, livestock from Elhadi, Balesa and Dukana are migrating towards
Ito, Tao, Garwole and Bales Saru while those in Elbesso, Qorqa, Malabot, Gas are moving
Sarima in search of pasture.
3.1.3 Tropical livestock units (TLUs)
 Currently, poor households own an average of 3 TLUs while the medium income households
have between 4-4.5TLUs. A medium household owns between 22 and 28 herds of cattle,
between 120 and 170 small stock and between 11-22 camels. Poor household owns between
6 and 10 herds of cattle, between 55 and 115 small stock and between 2-6 camels.
3.1.4 Livestock diseases and mortalities
 There was mass camel death in El-hadi-North-horr sub-county which was attributed to high
level of nitrates in water.
 In Saku sub-county, cases of Diarrhoea in Sheep and Goats were reported due to PPR and
some number of calves scoured and acute deaths some camels. In Moyale (Golbo and Butiye
wards), the laboratory results indicated high incidence of Rift Valley Fever for the samples
done on sheep and goats with a history of abortion in the recent past.
 In Laisamis, the recent outbreak of foot and mouth disease has currently waned. However,
the department of veterinary carried out sampling exercise which established the strain of
the virus that caused the infection.
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3.1.5 Milk Production









3.2






Figure 7: Milk production/Household/Day/Litre compared to the Long Term Average

From figure 7 shown above, household milk production per household per day for the month
under review declined from 3.8Litres in December from 2.4Litres across the livelihood
zones.
However, current milk production of 2.4Litres is above the long term average milk
production of 1.8Litres/Household/Day by 33percent.
Above normal milk production was attributed to improved birth-rates especially for camel
by 50percent.
Average household milk production per day in the pastoral livelihood zone is 1-3litres
against the normal 0.5-2litres. In the agro- pastoral zone, household milk production is 0.52litres against the long term average of 0.5-1litre.
Currently, milk prices are retailing at an average price of Kshs.60-80/ Litre across the
livelihood zones which is normal.
RAIN-FED CROP PRODUCTION
Area under crop production in Saku was 1160ha, 640ha in Moyale, 40ha in North Horr and
86ha in Laisamis.
In the agro-pastoral areas of Saku sub-county (Songa, Kituruni, Dirib Gombo, Gororukesa ,
Badasa) beans crops have been harvested. Generally, the performance of beans crops was
good. Most of the early planted maize was harvested while the late planted maize no harvest
was witnessed due to early cessation of the short rains which left them at physiological
maturity. Farmers in Dub Gobba, Badasa and Songa harvested 1 bag whereas those from
Kituruni, Karare, Leyai and Gororukesa harvested half kilogrammes of maize. Generally,
there was 55percent maize crop failure in the agro-pastoral areas of Saku and Moyale subcounties.
In the agro-pastoral areas of Moyale sub-county (Sololo, Uran, Lataka, Anona, MadoAdhi)
performance of beans crops was good with households harvesting 10-12 bags of beans.
Amassed maize crop harvest was generally fair in Uran and Sololo Ramata wards whereas
total maize failure was witnessed in Dambala Fachana in Moyale sub-county. Performance
of maize was poor in areas of Godoma, Qate, Mansile, Teso and Somare.
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4.0

MARKET PERFORMANCE

4.1
LIVESTOCK MARKETING
4.1.1 Cattle Prices
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Figure 8: Current cattle prices compared to the short term average prices








From the figure shown above, cattle price for the month under review was Kshs. 25, 650
declined when compared to the preceding months’ cattle price of Kshs. 32,800.
Current cattle price of Kshs. 25, 600 is above the short term average price of Kshs. 18, 588
by 38percent. Above normal cattle prices were attributed to generally good-fair cattle body
condition and emergence of primary and secondary livestock markets.
Gurumesa and Merille livestock markets in Moyale and Laisamis sub-counties posted
favourable cattle prices ranging between Kshs. 30,000-Kshs. 33,000. Jirime and Dabel
livestock markets posted fairly good cattle price averaging at Kshs. 25,000.
Terminal and primary livestock markets are expected to continue posting favourable cattle
prices due to strong linkages with the livestock traders and good-fair cattle body condition.

4.1.2 Goat prices
STA (2016-2018)

5000

2018

2019

4500

Goat Prices in Kshs.

4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500

1000
500
0
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Figure 9: Current goat prices compared to short term average prices
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From the figure shown above, current goat price is Kshs.4, 350 across the livelihood zones
hence goat prices slightly reduced when compared to the preceding months’ price of Kshs.
4, 800.
The current goat price of Ksh. 4, 350 is above the short term average goat price of Kshs.3,
019 by 44percent.
Above normal goat prices were attributed to enhanced livestock market stimulation and
strong linkages between the livestock traders to primary and secondary markets.
Good goat prices were posted in Moyale, Dabel, Loyangalani, Merille and Jirime livestock
markets with prices ranging between Kshs. 4,200-6,000.
With the progression of the short dry spell and increased supplies in the markets, goat prices
are expected to dip.

4.1.3 Sheep Prices
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Figure 10: Current sheep prices compared to the short term average prices(kshs.)






From the figure shown below, sheep price for the month of under review was Kshs. 2,750
across the livelihood zones.
When compared to the short term average price of Kshs. 2,184, current sheep price is
26percent above normal. Above normal sheep prices were attributed to enhanced livestock
markets activation and stimulation activities across the livelihood zones.
Sheep prices were favourable in Gurumesa livestock market in Moyale sub-county with
prices averaging at Kshs.3, 800. Favourable sheep prices in the Moyale were attributed to
the vibrant neighbouring Ethiopia market.

4.2
CROP PRICES
4.2.1 Maize
 From the figure shown below, current maize price is Kshs.41/kg across the livelihood zones
thus remained stable when compared to the previous months maize price of Kshs.43/kg.
 Stable maize prices were attributed to maize harvests witnessed in some parts of Uran and
Sololo Ramata wards in Moyale sub-county and enhanced maize supplies from the main
terminal markets of Meru, Nyahururu and the neighbouring vibrant Ethiopia market.
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When compared to similar period, current maize price of Kshs.41/kg is below the normal
price of Kshs.47 by 13percent.
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Figure 11: Current maize prices compared to the short term average maize prices



Favourable maize prices were posted in Moyale, Sololo, North Horr and Dukana with prices
ranging between Ksh.30-35/kg.
 Higher prices were recorded in most parts of Laisamis sub-county with prices ranging
between Ksh.50-60 per kg.
4.2.2 Beans
STA (2016-18)
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Figure 12: Beans prices compared to the short average term average prices(Kshs.)





From the figure shown above, current beans prices averaged at Kshs.79/kg. When compared
to the previous month beans price of Kshs.83/kg, beans prices relatively remained stable
across the livelihood zones.
When compared to similar periods, beans price of Kshs.79/kg is below the short term
average price of Kshs.89/kg by 11percent.
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Favourable beans prices were posted Moyale, Sololo, Marsabit Central, North Horr and
Dukana with prices ranging between Kshs.60-75/kg and in some markets especially Moyale,
prices averaging at Kshs.50/kg.
Favourable beans prices witnessed in Moyale, Sololo, Marsabit Central, North Horr and
Dukana were attributed to generally good performance of the beans crops in the agropastoral areas of Moyale and Saku sub-counties coupled with enhanced supplies from the
neighbouring Ethiopia market and terminal markets.
However, Laisamis sub-county recorded higher beans prices with prices ranging between
Kshs.90-100/kg.

4.2.3 Terms of Trade (TOT)
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Figure 13: Current terms of trade versus short term average terms of trade








From the figure shown above, the current terms of trade is 106 across the livelihood zones
hence relatively remained stable when compared to the preceeding months’ terms of trade
of 112.
When compared to similar periods, current terms of trade of 106 is above the short term
average terms of trade of 64.
Above normal terms of trade was stirred by favourable goats prices coupled with stable
maize prices. As the short dry spell commence, terms of trade is expected to gradually
decline but will be still above the short term average due to expexted slight decline in goat
prices and stable maize prices.
Moyale and North Horr sub-counties displayed enhanced terms of trade due to fair maize
crops harvest in Uran and Sololo Ramata wards especially and proximity to the vibrant
neighbouring Ethiopia market.
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5.0
5.1

FOOD CONSUMPTION AND NUTRITION STATUS
MILK CONSUMPTION
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Figure 14: Current milk consumption/household/day/litre against long term average










From the figure 14 shown above, household milk consumption is 1.2litres/household/day in
the month under review across the livelihood zones.
When compared to the preceding months milk consumption of 1.4litres/household/day,
gradual drop in milk consumption was exhibited.
Average household milk consumption per day in the pastoral zone is 0.5-2litres against the
normal 1-2.5litres whereas in the agro-pastoral livelihood zone household milk consumption
ranges between at 0.5-1.5litres against the normal 0.5-2litres.
Decline in milk consumption was attributed to produced milk in the for a not getting to the
household while the few households that have milk are opting to sell in order to buy other
households consumables.
When compared to the long term average milk consumption 1.3litres/household/day, the
current milk consumption is normal.
The current milk price in the agro-pastoral zone is Kshs.80-90/litre against the normal
Kshs.90-120/litre whereas in the pastoral zone milk price is Kshs.60-90/litre against the
normal of Kshs.90-100/litre.

5.2

FOOD CONSUMPTION SCORE (FCS)
 The mean food consumption score for January was 40.4 across the livelihood zones thus
slight decline was exhibited when compared to the previous months’ food consumption
score of 42.3 consequently still within the acceptable food consumption score band.
 Food consumption score was better in the agro-pastoral than the pastoral livelihood zone as
illustrated with a mean of 42 and 38.8 respectively thus households in the agro-pastoral areas
were more food secure than those in the pastoral livelihood zone.
 From the figure (15) shown below, proportion of households in the agro-pastoral livelihood
zone that were within the acceptable, borderline and poor food consumption score were
79.1percent, 19.8percent and 1.1percent respectively. In the agro-pastoral livelihood zone,
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proportion of households that were within the acceptable, borderline and poor food
consumption scores were 68.1percent, 29.4percent and 2.5percent respectively

Figure 15: Food consumption score across the livelihood zones





Acceptable food consumption score is an indication of households in both agro-pastoral and
pastoral livelihood zones consuming staple and vegetables accompanied by frequency of
four days per week consumption of oil and pulses.
Approximately 45percent of households were consuming more than five food groups with
highest proportion being in Moyale and Saku whereas Laisamis and North Horr households
consumed two-three food groups.

MUAC(Percent btn 125mm-134mm)at Risk

5.3
HEALTH AND NUTRITION STATUS
5.3.1 Nutrition Status
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Figure 16: Nutritional status of children below the age of five years verses long term average
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From the figure 16 shown above, children rated ‘at risk’ of malnutrition(MUAC)for the
month under review was 14.1 which is an illustration of gradual increase of children ‘at risk’
when likened to the previous months’ MUAC of 13.2percent across the livelihood zones.
When compared to similar periods, the current MUAC average of 14.1percent is below the
long term average MUAC of 23.1percent.
Below normal MUAC for children below the age of five years was attributed to acceptable
food consumption score across the livelihood zones coupled with favourable terms of trade
and supplementary feeding programme.
Slight decline in nutritional status of children below the age of five years is expected to
persists as the short dry spell continues.
From the NDMA surveillance data, high malnutrition cases were reported in Loiyangalani,
Dabel and North Horr wards. Morbidity trends were within normal across the County.
Wards
Maikona
Turbi
Illeret
North Horr
Dukana

Wasting Severe Wasting Stunting Underweight Wasting By MUAC
18.40%
2.80%
14.80%
18.50%
7.90%
20.00%
4.20%
10.00%
18.60%
2.90%
47.50%
14.90%
5.90%
23.20%
13.00%
25.60%
3.60%
13.70%
23.90%
9.30%
25.30%
4.80%
9.50%
19.20%
7.40%

From the table shown above, Maikona, Turbi, North Horr, Dukana are at IPC Phase 4-critical
phase while Illeret is at phase 5-extreme critical phase averaging at 23.80percent for North
Horr sub-county (IPC Phase 4 which is critical).
5.4

COPING STRATEGIES

Figure 17: Coping Strategy Index across the livelihood zones



From the figure shown above, reduced consumption based coping strategy index(rCSI) for
the agro-pastoral and pastoral livelihood zones were 21.3 and 18.3 respectively.



Reduced consumption based coping strategy index(CSI) for the month under review was
19.42 which exhibits no noteworthy change from 18.95 exhibited in the preceding month.
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Proportion of households who employed and didn’t employ coping strategies in the month
under review were 81percent and 19percent respectively across the livelihood zones.



Coping strategies employed by households in the month under review were of the similar
severity when compared to the previous months’ coping mechanisms.



Table 1:Consumption based coping strategy index(rCSI)
Sub-county
Ward
rCSI
Saku
Sagante
14.4
Laisamis
Korr
15.6
Laisamis
Loiyangalani
28.4
North Horr
Dukana
23.3
Moyale
Heillu Manyatta
12.7
Moyale
Uran
20.3
Saku
Karare
10.5
Laisamis
Laisamis
14.7
Moyale
Golbo
25.7
The table shown above presents reduced consumption based coping strategy index across
some of NDMA surveillance sentinel sites. Loiyangalani, Golbo and Dukana posted high
reduced consumption coping strategy indexes therefore households in those areas adopted
more severe coping mechanisms.



However, households in Karare, Laisamis and Heillu Manyatta wards employed less severe
coping mechanisms in fewer days.



Notable reduced consumption based coping mechanisms adopted by the households across
the livelihood zones were reduced portion size of meals, reliance on less preferred food and
reduction in frequency of food consumption.

6.0

CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES

6.1

NON-FOOD AID
Hunger Safety Net Programme through National Drought Management Authority
UNICEF, Concern Worldwide, World Vison Kenya, FH-K, NHPPLus and GIZ continued
to provide direct support to the department of Health through Capacity Building for Health
workers on IMAM surge approach; Support Vitamin A supplementation during Malezi Bora
and supplying all the health facilities with Ready to Use Therapeutic Feeds (Plumpy Nuts).
In Laisamis 51 monthly Integrated outreach support is ongoing in Laisamis, Logologo and
Korr/Ngurunit wards supported by GIZ through WVK (33), THS-UC (9), Beyond Zero (5)
and Catholic Admission Hospital.
In North Horr, 43 out of the 75 integrated outreach sites are currently ongoing with support
from GIZ/FHK (16), THS-UC (6), Sign of Hope (6), Beyond Zero (5) UNICEF/KRCS (5)
and Turkana Basin Institute (5).
Department of Water is currently undertaking water trucking in few pockets of Laisamis,
North Horr and Moyale sub-counties that are facing acute water shortage.
CCM supported disposal of carcasses in Elhadi (North Horr sub-county) after occurrence of
mass livestock deaths.
CIFA and HODI provided 150Litres and 100Litres of diesel for water trucking.
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Welthungerhlife undertook nutrition trainings, livelihoods and animal husbandry.
Welthungerhlife also constructed primary school in Lependera and Ngurunit.
 SND constructed 100000Litres of underground water tank at Rawana (Funan Idha). SND
also constructed 17 two rooms house for Badha Hurri IDPs who have since settled in Ellebor.
The total number of houses currently constructed are 52.
6.2
FOOD AID
 North Horr CDF supported the displaced Yaa Gara community with 10,000 tonnes of
assorted food items.
 County Government of Marsabit purchased 700kgs of milk replacers for orphaned camels.

7.0

EMERGING ISSUES

7.1

INSECURITY/CONFLICT/HUMAN DISPLACEMENT
Livestock deaths were reported in Elhadi where 115 camels and 298 small stock died as a
result of drinking water from contaminated wells.
Pasture is available in areas of Sarima, South Horr but not accessible due to fear of the
livestock being stolen by rival community. Households which were displaced in Garworle
and settled at Konon Idha are facing serious food and water shortage.
FOOD SECURITY PROGNOSIS.
As the short dry spell continues, food security situation is currently stressed with a likelihood
of declining further due failure of the short rains mostly in the pastoral livelihood zone which
was erratic and below normal and 50percent failure of maize crops in the agro-pastoral
livelihood zone. Quantity and quantity of pasture which is likely to deteriorate further from
fair-poor to poor in the next 1month. In the agro-pastoral livelihood zones, pasture is goodfair and its likely to last for the next 2months. As the short dry spell persists, livestock body
condition will probably deteriorate from good-fair to fair with exception of camels. Terms
of trade which is currently favourable is expected to decline but will still be above the long
term average due to better livestock prices and stable cereals and pulses prices.
Most of the open water sources are expected to be depleted in the next 1 month thereby
leading to overconcentration of livestock at strategic boreholes.
Milk production is expected to decline further but will still be slightly above normal while
milk consumption is likely to plummet further and fall below normal thus worsening
household milk access.
Nutritional status of children below the age of five years is expected to steadily deteriorate
due to below normal milk consumption, expected decline of food consumption score and
adoption of irreversible stressed coping mechanisms.
Performance of beans was generally good in the agro-pastoral areas of Saku and Moyale
sub-counties whereas beans. Most of the early planted maize was harvested while the late
planted maize minimal harvest was witnessed due to early cessation of the short rains which
left them at physiological maturity.




7.2









8.0

RECOMMENDATIONS
 Procurement and stock piling of fast moving spare parts for strategic water sources.
Repair and rehabilitation of three grounded water bowzers and provision
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 Stockpiling of vaccines, strategic vaccination, multivitamin, deworming and
enhancement of disease surveillance. High alert in areas that indicated high incidence of
RVF for the samples done on sheep and goats with a history of abortion in the recent
past in Moyale sub-county.
 Exhaustive MUAC screening through the Community Units/CHVs to enhance coverage
and ensure that all children and women requiring emergency nutrition services are
enrolled and are accessing treatment. Prioritize all hotspots for support with Integrated
outreaches. Support all facilities experiencing surges in Malnutrition to scale up service
delivery.
 The National and County Government should develop and update negotiated and agreed
land use and range management plans and continue research on current grazing patterns.
 NDMA should continue alerting communities DRR structures to publicize livestock offtake.
 Activation of livestock services to protect core breeding herd (feeds, water, vet services),
maintenance of existing market infrastructure and promotion of cultivation and storage
of hay in areas where it will be used.
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